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FOCUS
This unit will provide an introduction to scales of analysis and will use the regional,

state, and sub-state levels of analysis to look at three key aspects of culture in

Morocco and the region: religion, language, and education. This approach allows

students to see the interactions between these three aspects of culture at the regional

and national level and the relationships between regional influences, practices, and

cultures. This unit has been designed for the AP Human Geography course which is

primarily 9th grade students, but can be adapted for any class on

geography/culture/world issues. This unit addresses standards for spatial patterns and

culture within the AP Human Geography Course and Exam Description.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF UNIT
Lesson 1:

● Students will demonstrate an understanding of scale and scales of analysis and

apply that understanding to maps.

● Students will describe different ways that geographers define regions.

Lesson 2:

● Students will describe shared practices in Islam and how it diffused to North

Africa.

● Students will be able to identify cultural characteristics at the global, regional,

and  national scale.

Lesson 3:

● Students will identify languages commonly spoken in North Africa and identify

their origins.

● Students will describe ways in which language identity is formed, such as

political policies, education, and culture.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
Lesson 1:

What is scale and how is it different from scale of analysis?

What makes a region?

Lesson 2:

What are some of the shared practices in Islam?

Where is Islam practiced?

How is Islam practiced in Morocco?

Lesson 3:

What languages are spoken in North Africa?

What is a lingua franca and why may it be necessary?

What languages are most commonly spoken in Morocco and why?

STANDARDS ADDRESSED
Lesson 1: Unit 1 Thinking Geographically
Essential Knowledge:
PSO-1.C.1 Scales of analysis include global, regional, national, and local.
PSO-1.D.1 Patterns and processes at different scales reveal variations in, and different
interpretations of, data.
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SPS-1.A.1 Regions are defined on the basis of one or more unifying characteristics or on patterns of
activity
SPS 1-A.2 Types of regions include formal, functional, and perceptual/vernacular
SPS-1.A.3 Regional boundaries are transitional and often contested and overlapping
SPS-1.A.4 Geographers apply regional analysis at local, national, and global scales.

Learning Objectives:
PSO-1.C Define scales of analysis used by geographers
PSO-1.D Explain what scales of analysis reveal
SPS-1.A Describe different ways that geographers define regions

Lesson 2 and 3: Unit 3 Cultural Patterns and Processes
Essential Knowledge:
PSO-3.A.1 Culture compromises the shared practices, technologies, attitudes, and behaviors
transmitted by a society
PSO-3.D.1 Regional partners of language, religion, and ethnicity contribute to a sense of place,
enhance placemaking, and shape the global cultural landscape
IMP-3.A.1 Relocation and expansion–including contagious, hierarchical, and stimulus
expansion–are types of diffusion.
SPS-3.A.1 Interactions between and among cultural traits and larger global forces can lead to new
forms of cultural expression; for example, creolization and lingua franca.
SPS-3.A.2 Colonialism, imperialism, and trade helped to shape patterns and practices of culture
IMP-3.B.2 Diffusion of language families, including Indo-European, and religious patterns and
distributions can be visually represented on maps, in charts and toponyms, and in other
representations.
IMP-3.B.4 Universalizing religions, including Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Sikhism, are spread
through expansion and relocation diffusion

Learning Objectives:
SPS-3.A Explain how historical processes impact current cultural patterns
PSO-3.D Explain patterns and landscapes of language, religion, ethnicity, and gender.
IMP-3.A Define the types of diffusion.
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UNIT STORYLINE
This overview for the Unit provides a snapshot of objectives and themes.

LESSON TITLE GUIDING  QUESTION(S)
& LEARNING OBJECTIVES

SUMMARY

Scales of Analysis Guiding Questions:
What is scale and how is it different from scale of
analysis?
What makes a region?

Learning Objectives:
Students will demonstrate an understanding
of scale and scales of analysis and apply that
understanding to maps.
Students will describe different ways that
geographers define regions

Lesson Plan:
1. Introductory Activity: Students will be

introduced to different scales of analysis
through a video zooming out from Kentucky
and zooming in on Morocco.

2. Slides on Scale of Analysis and Regions with
background information on Morocco with
integrated questions and discussion.

3. Student Activity- label scale of the map and
scale of analysis with discussion of maps.

Religion in Morocco
Guiding Questions:
What are some of the shared practices in Islam?
Where is Islam practiced?
How is Islam practiced in Morocco?

Learning Objectives:
Students will describe shared practices in
Islam and how it diffused to North Africa.
Students will be able to identify cultural
characteristics at the global, regional, and
national scale.

Introductory Activity: Quote and discussion on
culture

Regional Scale Learning Activities:
1. Background information on shared

practices in Islam: TedEd Crash Course on
Islam

2. Thematic maps showing where Islam is
practiced and a discussion of origins and
spread through expansion and relocation
diffusion

National Scale Learning Activities:
1. Islam in Morocco– statistics, examples of

mosques, call to prayer
2. Role of Al Qarawiyyin and copying of

manuscripts in the past and present
3. Sufism in Morocco from lecture by Dr.

Meriem El Haitami and Brittany Landorf
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LESSON TITLE GUIDING  QUESTION(S)
& LEARNING OBJECTIVES

SUMMARY

Languages of Morocco

Guiding Questions:
What languages are spoken in North Africa?
What is a lingua franca and why may it be necessary?
What languages are most commonly spoken in
Morocco and why?

Learning Objectives:
Students will identify languages commonly
spoken in North Africa and identify their
origins.
Students will describe ways in which language
identity is formed, such as political policies,
education, and culture.

Introductory Activity: Map of Languages in North
Africa
Regional Scale Learning Activities:

1. Map of languages spoken in North Africa
with questions for students

2. Lingua franca in daily communication,
business, and academic research

National Scale Learning Activities:
1. Article V of Moroccan Constitution– read

and discuss
2. Summary of “Morocco’s Linguistic

Diversity”  (Dr. Karim Bensoukas)
3. Examples of linguistic diversity

CONTENT BACKGROUND
The historical and cultural diversity in Morocco allow for students to understand the

importance of a variety of influences, cultural and political, on the diversity of a single

country. Due to the geopolitical importance of the location at the Strait of Gibraltar, the

country of Morocco has a long history as an important maritime and land trading route.

Morocco has settlements dating back to the Phoenicians and Romans and has been

strategically important throughout its long history. The spread of Islam and the Arabic

language to North Africa began in the 7th century and the official language remains Arabic

and 99% of the population is Muslim. During the long history of Morocco, there have been

dynasties that have come from Arabian and Amazigh (formerly called Berber) lineages and the

ethnic makeup is 99% Arab-Berber. There has been a large influence from France in Morocco

due to the protectorate and military occupation which lasted from 1912-1956. Some areas

were also under Spanish control, including the Moroccan Sahara and the northern region near

Tangier, and Spanish is still spoken by some in those areas. There will be contradicting maps in

terms of the Moroccan Sahara as in 2020, the US aligned with Morocco in recognizing

Moroccan sovereignty over Western Sahara. Some maps will show “Western Sahara” and a

border between as there is no clear international consensus on the border.

Students in Moroccan schools utilize a wide range of languages. There is a lot of variation

between urban and rural areas and between public and private schools, but Moroccan

students are often educated in at least three languages– Darija (the local, heavily French and

Amazigh influenced Arabic dialect), French, and written standard Arabic. Most public schools

teach in Darija, the standard form and then add French. There are also Amazigh speakers and

a resurgence in support for the preservation of the language. To add to the linguistic mix,

social media writes out Darija in the Latin alphabet. The linguistic complexity within Morocco
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is a daily phenomenon and speakers will often switch between French and Moroccan Arabic

multiple times within the conversation. In international, business, and academic settings,

English is often added into the mix. Those who live in former Spanish controlled areas may

also speak Spanish and I relied on Spanish several times throughout the seminar. Students are

learning subjects in multiple languages, and their proficiency within certain languages may

impede or help determine their career paths. Many within Morocco are turning more and more

to English in academic and business settings while finding the balance between the multiple

languages.

VOCABULARY
All definitions are provided in the Slides.

Lesson 1:

Scale

Scales of analysis

Region

Formal region

Functional region

Perceptual region

Lesson 2:

Culture

Diffusion

Contagious diffusion

Hierarchical diffusion

Expansion diffusion

Relocation diffusion

Stimulus diffusion

Lesson 3:

Lingua franca

LESSON 1: Scales of Analysis and Regions
GUIDING QUESTION(S):
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● What is scale and how is it different from scale of analysis?

● What makes a region?

Learning objectives:
● PSO-1.C Define scales of analysis used by geographers

● PSO-1.D Explain what scales of analysis reveal

● SPS-1.A Describe different ways that geographers define regions

Time Period:
One class period (approximately 45 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:
Slides Zooming in and out

Lesson opening/activator:

Video zooming out from local to global scale from Murray, KY, USA and zooming in from global

to local in Rabat, Morocco.

Step-by-step procedures:

1. Scale and Scale of Analysis- Teacher will explain the difference between scale and

scale of analysis using the definitions provided and the list of scales. The video shows

zooming out from a local scale to a global scale from the perspective of Kentucky and

then zooms in to show the regional, national, and local scales in Morocco ending at the

Rabat American School in Rabat, Morocco. Scales of analysis are analytic categories

that can be used to analyze trends in spatial data and are used by geographers to look

at patterns and relationships from neighborhoods to cities, cities to countries, and

countries to the international level.  Slide 4

2. Regional Scale- The discussion question should be asked of students before moving on

to the next slides as the answer to the question depends on who you ask. The WHO

classifies Morocco as “Eastern Mediterranean”, the UN as “Northern Africa and

Western Asia”, and the World Bank as “Middle East and North Africa”. Slide 5

3. National Scale- Due to the lack of international consensus regarding the status of the

Western/Moroccan Sahara, there are maps that include this territory as part of

Morocco and as a separate entity. Aligned with the Moroccan government, the US

recognized Moroccan sovereignty over the Sahara region in 2020. Slide 10

4. Sub-State Scale- The regions in Morocco with the highest population density are all in

the north concentrated along the coast with far less population in regions 10-12. Slide

11.

5. Two stories of KY- The census data of 2020 has been shown with a subnational/state

scale of analysis that first appears to show KY with population growth between

0.0-9.9%. You can compare KY to the neighboring states but can’t compare the areas

within the state. The second map shows more detail at the county level and you can

draw much different conclusions about the population growth and decline in different

regions of the state, with the highest growth in the urban areas in the central/north

area of the state and declining population in the east and west. Slide 12
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Lesson closing:

Beginning on slide 15, students have three maps to view and to give the scale of the map and

the scale of analysis.

Give students two minutes for each map to work with a partner and determine both the map

scale and the scale of the data. Once you reveal the answer for the first map, have a

discussion with students about the data being presented (possible questions are listed below).

Repeat for Maps 2 and 3.

Map 1: Where is most of the global population concentrated? How can you tell? What physical

factors may have influenced population distribution?

Map 2: What do you think the legend for this map says (Green- Islam, Blue- Christianity,

Yellow- Buddhism, Pink- Hinduism, Gray- other/no information) How can you tell it is a

regional map scale? Could it be considered a global scale? How can you tell it is a national

scale of analysis?

Map 3: Where  is the population located? Why do you think most people live there? What parts

are less populated and why? What are the islands off the coast and are they part of Morocco?

(Canary Islands, part of Spain)

Formative Assessment:

Have students consider the three maps discussed during the lesson closing and ask them how

changing the scale of analysis for each would change the level of data that they can discuss.

For example, if Map 1 had a national scale of analysis, how would that make population

distribution appear differently than the reality? For Map 2, does each person in the country

follow the predominant religion? How could that be mapped differently? For Map 3, is this the

best way to display population distribution? Would this map be clearer at a subnational scale?

Slides 18

Materials needed:
Slides Zooming in and out

Predominant Religions Map.pdf

LESSON 2: Religion in Morocco
GUIDING QUESTION(S):

● What are some of the shared practices in Islam?

● Where is Islam practiced?
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● How is Islam practiced in Morocco?

Learning objectives:
● Students will describe shared practices in Islam and how it diffused to North Africa.

● Students will be able to identify cultural characteristics at the global, regional, and

national scale.

Time Period:
One class period (approximately 45 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:
Slides Zooming in and out

Lesson opening/activator:

Using the quote by Ruth Benedict and the definition of culture (from CED), complete Class

Brainstorm: What are some of the shared practices, attitudes, and behaviors that comprise

culture? Compile a list on the board.

…

Step-by-step procedures:

1. Global Scale- For students who need an introduction to Islam, there is a video by

TedEd and Crash Course on the basic ideas of Islam. There are questions that go along

with the video on the Ted Ed site. Slide 22

2. Diffusion of Islam- This may shows some of the major patterns of diffusion of Islam and

time periods. The definitions of each type of diffusion are in the speaker notes below,

however the types of diffusion can also be described as through trade, religion,

movement or through other means. Slide 23

3. Muslim Distribution Map Slide 24

Questions to consider:

What spatial patterns do you see on this map?

Based on diffusion in North Africa, what predictions could you make about the

spread of Islam to the north/west?

Are there spatial patterns on the map that were unexpected?

What is the difference between the dark and light green?

4. Religion in MENA- Click on the title for the full infographic from CIA World

Factbook.Slide 25

5. National Scale- While the mosque shares many of the same architectural features seen

in mosques throughout the world, the artisanship and craftwork in Morocco makes this

mosque unique. The zellige tilework and woodcarvings were done by Moroccan artisans

and almost all of the materials except for the chandeliers and the titanium for the

doors came from Morocco. The style of the arches is similar to the Andalusian style

seen in the Mezquita de Cordoba in Spain. There is also information on Al Qarawiyyin
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University and its role in disseminating knowledge throughout Europe and Africa.

Sufism is briefly summarized and the role of Sufism in Morocco with examples of

political, economic, and social characteristics. Slide 26

Lesson closing:

See formative assessment.

Formative Assessment:

Based upon the information learned, students will fill out a chart with the shared beliefs,

practices, and attitudes for the global, regional, and national scales. There is a second slide

with suggested answers that has been skipped during presenter view. Slide 30

Materials needed:
MENA Religious Affiliation- CIA World Factbook

Slides Zooming in and out

Ted Ed video- Crash Course Islam

Further Resources on Islam:

BBC website with information on aspects of Islam:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/

Metropolitan Museum “Trade and the Spread of Islam in Africa”

https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/tsis/hd_tsis.htm

LESSON 3:
GUIDING QUESTION(S):

● What languages are spoken in North Africa?

● What is a lingua franca and why may it be necessary?

● What languages are most commonly spoken in Morocco and why?

Learning objectives:
● Students will identify languages commonly spoken in North Africa and identify their

origins.

● Students will describe ways in which language identity is formed, such as political

policies, education, and culture.

Time Period:
One class period (approximately 45 minutes)
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INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:
Slides Zooming in and out

Lesson opening/activator:

This lesson begins with questions for students to consider in small groups or partners and then

to share as a class. These are questions designed to put students in the position of their

Moroccan peers in terms of thinking about multilingual educational systems.

…

Step-by-step procedures:

1. Regional Scale- The major languages spoken in North Africa are demonstrated for

students and the map shows language use in North Africa. This map is linked in the

title as it can be viewed better in a browser tab. Slide 34

Questions for Discussion

a. Are any of these scripts unfamiliar to you?

b. Do you read all of these from left to right? (not Arabic)

c. What spatial patterns do you notice in the map?

d. What could be the reason for the blank areas in the middle of the map? In the

Arabian peninsula?

e. Where is each language group concentrated? What is the origin?

2. National Scale- There is a summation of the major languages spoken in Morocco and

notes on their origins and influence. It is important to note that Moroccan Arabic and

Modern Standard Arabic are called other names (Darija for Moroccan Arabic, Fousha

for Modern Standard Arabic) and Moroccan Arabic is primarily spoken and Modern

Standard Arabic is primarily written–although it is the official language of the country

it is not often spoken in everyday conversation. Considering that English is not one of

the primary languages in Morocco, research for this project was conducted in both

French and Spanish and the best source for the percentage of speakers came from a

Spanish-language publication and I have included this graph in Spanish to intentionally

make students engage with a source that is not in their native language, but can be

somewhat easily understood–especially by students who have studied some Spanish

previously or have Spanish language experience at home. The translation is in the

speaker notes for the teacher. Examples of signs in multiple languages within Morocco

are included in this section as well. Slide 36

3. Article V of the Moroccan constitution is included here to show the impact that

political decisions can have on language. Read the excerpts of the Constitution and ask

the questions. Have students analyze what “common patrimony without exception”

means in terms of the use of the Tamazight language, especially considering the

percentage of speakers are referenced in the graph on slide 37. Hassani is a third form

of Arabic commonly used in Morocco in the region formerly known as Western Sahara.

What political reasons could have been important enough to include Hassani in the

Constitution, but not French–which has more speakers? Slide 39

4. Lingua Franca- The definition of a lingua franca is given with examples of French and

English used as lingua francas in Morocco. Slide 41
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a. For further questions: What other lingua francas could you name? How do you

see the role of media changing the role of English worldwide?

Formative Assessment:

Background information:

This student activity requires students to put themselves back in the position of a Moroccan

student and this situation gives them a pretty vague, but common, situation for them to

consider with regard to language learning. Many of the university pathways in Morocco are

based on language skills–for example, law is taught in Arabic but other majors may be taught

in French (or even English) and students in high school would be at the point of deciding their

future career paths as they are encouraged to specialize earlier than in the US educational

system as they follow the French lycee/baccalaureate system. In a multilingual society, the

decision for education is not just content, but also relevant to language ability in Arabic and

French (and sometimes a third language). Slide 42

Use of questions:

Split class into groups of 3-4 students and read the situation and first question. Give them a

few minutes to discuss with their peers and share answers as a class. Click for the next

question.

Repeat for the next four questions.

Alternate activity: These questions would also be good to get students up and moving if

time/space allow. Designate a space in a corner for each answer and have students line up

with how much they agree for each particular question.

Materials needed:
Slides Zooming in and out

ASSESSMENT
Student Activity: create an infographic with information/statistics about religion, culture, and

language for another country in Africa. Slide 43

Directions:

Your infographic should include:

● A map

● General Information: capital, population, ethnic groups, at least two population

statistics

● Number of languages and speakers, lingua franca, origins of at least two languages

● Main religion, how did the religion diffuse

● At least three photos/images that demonstrate the culture of your chosen country.

● Citations
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You may use Canva, Google Slides, paper, a poster, or a digital tool of your choice to complete

this infographic.

Recommended sources:

Morocco Country Guide at the BU African Studies Library

The CIA World Factbook

National Geographic Textbook

If you use other sources, you should cite them!

Rubric:

15 12 10 5 3

Completion All 6
requirements are
completed, with
detail.

All 6
requirements are
completed.

4-5
requirements are
completed

2-3 requirements
are completed

1 or less
requirement
completed

Content A variety of
information is
given, includes
details

A variety of
information is
given

Most information
is given

Some
information is
given

Very little
information

Use of
Visual
Aides

A map and
variety of
pictures that are
clear and help
the viewer
understand the
culture

A map and
variety of
pictures that
show parts of the
culture

Some pictures,
including a map

Few pictures,
may not include
map

No pictures, may
not include map

The FRQ should be completed after you finish your infographic and should be turned in with your

infographic assignment.

Free Response Question

A. Describe how religion impacts culture.

B. Describe how language impacts culture.

C. Explain why the use of a lingua franca may be necessary and give at least one example

from Moroccan and another country.

D. Compare and contrast culture in Morocco and the country you researched.

E. Describe how geographers can use scale to analyze culture
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DIFFERENTIATION
FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS

Teachers are encouraged to modify questions as well as questioning techniques

(written instead of in class, partners or small groups instead of full class discussions)

whenever appropriate. Some suggested activities are below to help with

differentiation:

Suggestions:

Lesson 1- Have students recreate the zooming in and zooming out from your home city and to

the country they are assigned.

Lesson 2: The TedEd video on Islam may be done as a whole class activity or can be done by

students at home to provide an asynchronous option. This activity may be skipped if students

already have learned the shared practices of Islam.

Lesson 3- Interested students may want to complete a lesson in French or Arabic using the

Duolingo site or app (there is a free education platform for teachers)

Culminating Activity: Teacher discretion should be used when assigning countries for the

Africa Infographic. Students may receive assignments or choose and the teacher may choose

to more broadly limit or expand choice of country to nations outside of the continent of

Africa. Specific Requirements can be edited on the infographic assignment and FRQ for

teacher flexibility.

MATERIALS
Lesson: Zooming in and out

Infographic Assignment: Culminating Activity

Video on Islam: https://ed.ted.com/best_of_web/uZfxcJ8Z/review_open#question-0

Maps/Handouts:
Predominant Religions Map.pdf

MENA Religious Affiliation- CIA World Factbook
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For further understanding of Morocco’s linguistic diversity:
​​Ayoub Loutfi. The Status of Mother Tongues and Language Policy in Morocco. The
International Journal of Applied Language Studies and Culture, 2020.
Ffhalshs-01623045v2f https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/halshs-01623045/document
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