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FOCUS

This unit focuses on the question of language of instruction in public schools in
Morocco. Students will be introduced to the linguistic complexity of Morocco and the
impact this has had on the educational system. Finally, students will study current
plans for educational reform and will develop their own opinions concerning the role
of French in Moroccan public education. This unit supports the AP French curriculum
by addressing the following AP course themes: families and communities, personal and
public identities, and contemporary life. This unit will also familiarize students with
AP task models by having them develop a persuasive essay like those on the AP French
Language and Culture exam.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF UNIT

e Unit Objective 1: By the end of these lessons, students will be able to identify the
various languages spoken in Morocco, including their cultural and historical contexts

e Unit Objective 2: By the end of these lessons, students will be able to list various
types of schooling available in Morocco, including advantages and disadvantages of
each type.

e Unit Objective 3: By the end of these lessons, students will understand current
government plans for educational reform in Morocco and will be able to present their
own conclusions on the role of French in the Moroccan education system.

GUIDING QUESTIONS

Why do we go to school?

How is my school different from schools in other areas of the world?

How do we decide whose language and culture should be taught in school?
What is most important to consider when planning for language in schools?

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

Virginia Department of Education World Language Standards of Learning addressed:

1.IH Relate products and practices from concrete researched topics or personal studies to
perspectives in native and other cultures.

3.IH Relate components of complex authentic informational texts; complex authentic fictional
texts; and complex overheard or observed conversations.

3.1.IH.b Determine and break down information from complex texts, such as articles or
organizational websites.

3.4.IH.b Determine the main points of a debate between people in a blog post or article comments.
4.|H Compare products and practices of personal interest or researched topics to help understand
perspectives of native and other cultures.

6.1H Converse on a variety of familiar and concrete researched topics.

8.IH Explain and react to viewpoints, emotions, and advice on a variety of familiar topics and some
concrete researched topics.

10.2.I1H Use culturally appropriate formatting, syntax, punctuation and capitalization in an essay
or brochure.

11.1H Inform on, describe, and explain a variety of familiar and concrete researched topics.

13.IH State a viewpoint with supporting evidence on a variety of familiar and personal studies
topics from native and other cultures.

14.2.1H Use visual, aural, and organizational features to compare and relate the points of view of
various authors on similar topics in complex texts, such as novels, descriptions, song lyrics, or
problem and solution data reports.

14.3.IH Use evaluative self-questioning before, during and after engaging with texts, such as
“What would | change or do | agree with the author?”

14.4.IH Make in-depth connections among various texts using researched information from



https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/foreign_language/2021/wl-sol-2021.pdf

diverse sources.
15.2.IH Use a variety of complex interjections, rejoinders, interrogatives and transitions.
15.3.IH Enhance comprehensibility and clarity using self-correction, paraphrasing, and mostly
consistent pronunciation, tone or pitch, register, and rate of speech.

16.2.IH Organize information in a cohesive format and explain or clarify as needed by the

audience.

UNIT STORYLINE

This overview for the Unit provides a snapshot of objectives and themes.

LESSONTITLE

What Languages are
Spoken in Morocco?

GUIDING QUESTION(S)
& LEARNING OBJECTIVES

What languages are spoken in Morocco and
why?

e By the end of these lessons, students
will be able to identify the various
languages spoken in Morocco,
including their cultural and historical
contexts

SUMMARY

Students will explore the linguistic diversity of
Morocco by reading about the various
languages spoken in Morocco.

Education in Morocco

How is my school different from schools
around the world?

e By the end of these lessons, students
will be able to compare options for
education in Morocco to those in
France and the US.

Students will watch a video describing types of
schooling available in Morocco. This will invite
comparisons to public schools in France and the
United States.

Vision 2030:
Educational Reformin
Morocco

How do schools change to keep up with
modern challenges?

e Students will understand current
government plans for educational
reform in Morocco and will be able to
present their own conclusions on the
role of French in the Moroccan
education system.




CONTENT BACKGROUND

When Morocco is discussed in French classes in the US, it is generally limited to being part of “la
Francophonie.” What students learn about Morocco is that “they speak French there.” This
oversimplifies the incredible linguistic diversity of Morocco. While French is widely used in parts
of Morocco, it is not one of the two official languages of the country. Furthermore, Morocco has
continued to redefine its relationship to French since the end of the French protectorate in 1956.

One of the areas in which this process of redefinition is clearest is in the public school system.
After the end of the French protectorate, Moroccan schools went through a process of
Arabization. Classes began to be taught in standardized Arabic instead of French. This change
came with its own linguistic issues. While Arabization was designed to create a kind of national
solidarity around Arabic, it did this by using a form of the language that was significantly different
from that spoken by most Moroccans. This formal Arabic is called Modern Standard Arabic or
FusHa. There are no native speakers of Modern Standard Arabic. The language spoken in Morocco
is Darija. Also, this process of Arabization has created a jarring linguistic transition as most
students at public universities continue their studies in French.

With its “Vision 2030,” the Moroccan Ministry of Education is moving toward reconsidering
decades of Arabization. One important part of this educational reform is changing the language of
instruction for math and science from Standardized Arabic to French. Proponents of this reform
believe that studying in French will help students find jobs. Others are opposed to this change
because they see in it areturn to the past. Inrecent years, there has also been competition coming
from English. This has led some to believe that it would be more useful to adopt English as the
language of instruction.

VOCABULARY

LEnseignement

Le Lycée

La Fac

La Langue d’enseignement
LArabe standard

Le Darija

LAmazigh




LESSON 1:

GUIDING QUESTION(S):

e What languages are spoken in Morocco and why?

Learning objectives:

e Students will be able to identify the various languages spoken in Morocco, including
their cultural and historical contexts

Time Period: 1 class

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:

Lesson opening/activator:
Assess what students already know about Morocco by playing this kahoot

Step-by-step procedures:

e Talk to the students about how well they did on the kahoot. How much did they know
about Morocco? Using a map of Africa, show the students where Morocco is located.
Use the final question as a transition into what you will be doing in class today. Tell
them that they will be learning about the various languages spoken in Morocco and the
contexts for those languages.

Students go to_this website on the linguistic richness of Morocco.

Have students read the text silently. For each language they find in the article, have
the students list the name of the language, what percentage of the population speaks
it (if possible) and in what domaines.

e Once students have finished, have students share what they have found.

Answers to questions:

L’arabe: langue maternelle/officielle du pays, langue de la religion islamique

Le darija: [’arabe des rues

L’amazigh(e): La langue des Berberes, 40%

Le francais: “partout”, administration et zones urbaines

L’espagnol: au nord (because of proximity to Spain)

L’anglais: la langue internationale d’échanges, studied in school but also present in social
media, Netflix, etc.

Information to add: When discussing |’Amazigh, you may want to show the alphabet. Also,
introduce the concept that there are multiple Amazigh languages (Tarifit, Tamazigh)


https://create.kahoot.it/share/que-sais-je-le-maroc/6f5b3bc0-a7db-4f81-b3ae-6cae5f728df2
https://www.lesjardinsdelamedina.com/blog/2021/01/28/quelles-langues-parle-t-on-au-maroc/
https://www.lexilogos.com/keyboard/tamazight.htm

Wrap up discussion questions the teacher may want to bring up:

e Why was Amazigh repressed? (repressing the indigenous population - comparison to
the US)

e Why are there two forms of Arabic? (standard, more formal Arabic and the language
that is spoken in the streets)

e What comparisons can be made to the role and status of English vs. Spanish in the U.S?
(cultures with different languages coexisting together, but one language may be
privileged while others are repressed)

e What would you do if you were in the government and in charge of linguistic policy in
this current language landscape?

Lesson closing:

e After the class discussion, have students fill out and turn in an exit ticket. They
should list 3 things that they learned about Morocco in class. Finally, they should write
one question that they still have about the topic.

e Review these exit tickets to understand where the students are in their learning and to
clarify anything that the students don’t understand.

Materials needed:
e this kahoot

e _Les jardins de la Medina blog reading
e Exit ticket students will create in class

LESSON 2:

GUIDING QUESTION(S):

e How is my school different from schools around the world?
e What educational options are available in Morocco?

Learning objectives:
e Students will be able to compare options for education in Morocco to those in France
and the US.

Time Period:


https://create.kahoot.it/share/que-sais-je-le-maroc/6f5b3bc0-a7db-4f81-b3ae-6cae5f728df2
https://www.lesjardinsdelamedina.com/blog/2021/01/28/quelles-langues-parle-t-on-au-maroc/

1 class

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:

Lesson
[ ]

opening/activator:

Circulating game: Trouvez quelgqu’un qui

Note that this game can be tweaked to focus on the information in the kahoot game
and article. (“Find someone who can name two languages spoken in Morocco” “Find
someone who can name one country that borders Morocco”)

Activate students’ assumptions/experience in public school in the US by starting with
this circulating game. Students have conversations with classmates in an effort to find
one person for each thing on the list. (For instance,they must ask what grade a
classmate is in until they find someone who is not a senior. Once they have found
someone, this person signs the sheet for #1. The game continues until someone has
gotten a signature for each thing on the list.)

Step-by-step procedures:

Lesson

Introduce the “trouvez quelqu’un qui” game to the class. Have students stand and
talk to classmates to find one person for each item on the list. The first person to
finish is declared the winner. Once several students have finished, end the game and
go over the students’ responses. For each item, ask who found someone and who it is
that they found. Ask for follow up information from the person named. (“Is that true,
Claire? What grade are you in?”)

Activate their background knowledge of school in France by asking how this game
would be different if you were playing it with a group of high schoolers in France.
Stress/bring out the difference in how grades are nhamed (counting down instead of
up), the lack of extracurriculars in French schools, the focus on learning multiple
languages, differences in school schedules/days they go to school, and the idea of
choosing a filiere in high school.

Tell the students that today they will be learning about education in Morocco.
Specifically, they will be listening to a description of the various possibilities for
schooling in Morocco. This video was created for families who are moving to Morocco
and looking to enroll their children in school. Tell students that they will hear the
audio three times. During this time, they should make a “t chart” graphic organizer
listing advantages and disadvantages of each of the 6 types of schooling available.
(Explain to students how to make a t-chart).

Once students have finished their charts, go over as a class the pros and cons of each
system. For each type of school, create a class “t chart” on the board based on what
the students understood from the audio. Encourage students to identify types of
families/students that might be interested in each kind of school and why.

closing:

Courriel (writing practice based on an AP structure)


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vr0pn3MjjZnAPluGtqrgX5q-Yd42vPi7OlQyZFwz1-g/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWLk4Vq37I4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWLk4Vq37I4
https://www.storyboardthat.com/fr/articles/e/t-charts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jj87rFic06pmO5joaGQlIUhg7pLBtY3wpoFo4KZO-9E/edit?usp=sharing

Students have 15 minutes to write a response to an email about studying in Morocco.

Materials needed:

e (irculating game: Trouvez quelqu’un qui

e Video describing options for attending school in Morocco
e Writing practice: Courriel

LESSON 3:

GUIDING QUESTION(S):

e How do schools change to keep up with modern challenges?
e How do we decide whose language and culture should be taught in school?

Learning objectives:

e Students will understand current government plans for educational reform in Morocco
and will be able to present their own conclusions on the role of French in the
Moroccan education system.

Time Period:

1 day, followed by 1 day of assessment

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:

Lesson opening/activator:

e “Vote with your feet” to explore students’ beliefs about school.

e Tell the students that you are going to read a series of statements about school. For
each statement, students will indicate the extent to which they agree or disagree by
physically placing themselves along a continuum. Designate one corner of the
classroom as “strongly agree” and another as “strongly disagree.” Students will move
based on how they feel about each statement. Between statements, take time to ask
students to explain why they are standing where they are. You may also want to
create conversations between those with different opinions. (“Elijah just explained
why he thinks it’s important to go to school. Bella, can you explain why you’re in the
opposite corner?”)

e Read/discuss the following statements:

e Il est important d’aller a l’école.
e Aller al’école est la chose la plus importante qu’un adolescent puisse faire.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vr0pn3MjjZnAPluGtqrgX5q-Yd42vPi7OlQyZFwz1-g/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWLk4Vq37I4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jj87rFic06pmO5joaGQlIUhg7pLBtY3wpoFo4KZO-9E/edit?usp=sharing
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e Laraison la plus importante d’aller a l’école est de trouver un travail.
e la langue d'enseignement doit étre la langue maternelle de la majorité des

éléeves
Step-by-step procedures:

e Recap the activity by explaining to students that Morocco is wrestling with many of the
same issues that you just asked them to consider.

e Tell students that you will be learning about the Ministry of Education’s current plan
for educational reform. Explain that these are big changes that are often viewed as
controversial.

e Have students go to this Le Monde article and read it independently.

e Students should answer_these comprehension questions as they read.

Lesson closing:

e Once students have finished the reading, discuss their answers as a class. You may
wish to make a list of pros and cons of this new reform together on the board.

Materials needed:
® e Monde article

® these comprehension questions

ASSESSMENT

The final assessment for this unit will be a persuasive essay following the rules of this AP
structure. Students have forty minutes to develop an argumentative essay incorporating a
written source, an audio source and a table or chart. Please find sources for the
essay/student directions here.

DIFFERENTIATION

FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS

You may decide to give students extra access to written and spoken sources. You may also wish to
remove the time limit altogether or extend the time limit (one hour to write) as a part of training
students to complete this kind of task. Students may also slow the video clip down or watch
multiple times to understand source 2.


https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2016/03/25/l-ecole-au-maroc-reintroduire-le-francais-ne-suffira-pas-a-sortir-de-la-spirale-de-l-echec_4890215_3212.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SAourIO8tkgintkTnK2uZ2rmwHsHxgzqDeDGWYKaY5g/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2016/03/25/l-ecole-au-maroc-reintroduire-le-francais-ne-suffira-pas-a-sortir-de-la-spirale-de-l-echec_4890215_3212.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SAourIO8tkgintkTnK2uZ2rmwHsHxgzqDeDGWYKaY5g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OURZ_Oj1KBtxCnkw46UeeY-dQ-7G5ZrFgwFRJYkvV2I/edit?usp=sharing

MATERIALS

Kahoot introduction to Morocco
Reading on linguistic richness of Morocco

Circulating game: Trouvez quelqu’un qui

Video describing options for schooling in Morocco
Writing practice:_Courriel

Le Monde article

these comprehension questions
Assessment

For more information, teachers may want to consult this book:

https://books.openedition.org/cjb/1068
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https://create.kahoot.it/details/6f5b3bc0-a7db-4f81-b3ae-6cae5f728df2
https://www.lesjardinsdelamedina.com/blog/2021/01/28/quelles-langues-parle-t-on-au-maroc/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vr0pn3MjjZnAPluGtqrgX5q-Yd42vPi7OlQyZFwz1-g/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWLk4Vq37I4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jj87rFic06pmO5joaGQlIUhg7pLBtY3wpoFo4KZO-9E/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2016/03/25/l-ecole-au-maroc-reintroduire-le-francais-ne-suffira-pas-a-sortir-de-la-spirale-de-l-echec_4890215_3212.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SAourIO8tkgintkTnK2uZ2rmwHsHxgzqDeDGWYKaY5g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OURZ_Oj1KBtxCnkw46UeeY-dQ-7G5ZrFgwFRJYkvV2I/edit
https://books.openedition.org/cjb/1068
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