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FOCUS
Modern Morocco is a blend of diverse cultures, religions, and influences.  Its history has created this
dynamic and multicultural country.  This unit will explore the ways the historical forces of trade,
migration, and conquest have helped to create the buildings of modern Morocco.  In order to better
understand a country, students should have an appreciation for its past and how that past still helps to
shape modern culture.  Morocco’s unique history has created its vibrant modern culture.  Students will
explore this idea by cooperatively learning about periods of Morocco’s history and focusing on how
these periods contributed to Moroccan architecture.  In analyzing the architecture, the students will
gain an appreciation of how and why Moroccans designed and built the buildings in which they live,
work, study, and develop their vibrant culture.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF UNIT
● Students will identify and summarize the major historical periods in Moroccan history.
● Students will analyze and discuss Moroccan architectural innovations that were introduced by

various historical groups and evaluate how those influences still are referenced in many different
types of modern Moroccan buildings.

● Students will determine and articulate both the historical form of Moroccan architecture and the
function it serves for the people using the buildings.

● Students will design and create an original modern Moroccan building applying architectural
elements from a variety of historical periods while developing an awareness of the needs of the
people that are going to use the building.

● Students will analyze and evaluate their peers’ architectural creations to determine historical
influences on the buildings and the purpose of the building for the people using it.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
How did people adapt and change the way they designed and used Moroccan buildings over time?
How did historical forces and events change Moroccan architecture?
Why did some elements of Moroccan architecture endure through time?
In what ways are modern architects using historical elements to create modern buildings for the
Moroccan people?

STANDARDS ADDRESSED
CT State Social Studies framework, https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Social-Studies/ssframeworks.pdf

INQ 9–12.1 Explain how a question reflects an enduring issue in the field.
INQ 9–12.10 Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from
multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.
HIST 9–12.1 Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of
time and place as well as broader historical contexts.
HIST 9–12.2 Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.
HIST 9–12.4 Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the perspectives of people during
different historical eras.
HIST 9–12.14 Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past.
GEO 9–12.4 Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have influenced cultural
and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.
CIV 9–12.7 Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing societies, promoting the
common good, and protecting rights.

UNIT STORYLINE - following page
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UNIT STORYLINE

LESSON GUIDING  QUESTION(S) SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES

LESSON 1
Introducti
on to
Moroccan
Architectu
re and
History
(1 class)

What can architecture tell us?
(Looking at Cultural Influences)

Where is Morocco?  Why did so
many groups influence Morocco?

What historical forces impacted
Morocco?

Student read/analyze Hassan II mosque photo.

Demonstration of the nuances of “reading”
architecture for cultural context using Hassan II
mosque as an example.

Review of historical maps to provide context and
reference for students on various Moroccan
historical time periods.

LESSON 2
Historical
influences
on
Moroccan
Architectu
re
Activity
(2-3
classes)

What groups influenced Moroccan
architecture throughout history?

What architectural contributions
were made by each historical
group?

What is the social function of the
buildings designed in each
historical era?  Who built the
building?  What was the purpose?
How was it used?

What is one architectural element
that is emblematic of each period?

How are the historical architectural
elements used in modern Moroccan
buildings?  How does history impact
today?

Student-created graphic organizer for class
notes.

Read, discuss and analyze text and images about
Moroccan history and architecture.

Complete the graphic organizer in small groups
using resources (photos and information sheets)

Discuss and evaluate how people designed, built,
and used the various historical structures
presented in the activity.

Select and draw an architectural element to
represent each time period

Process the learning as a whole class discussion
viewing and analyzing modern Moroccan
buildings.

LESSON 3
& 4
Create an
original
modern
Moroccan
building
(2-3
classes)

What type of building do you want
to create?

What is its purpose?

How will people use it?

What historical architectural
elements will you use in the design?

What is the purpose and influence
of your peers’ designs?

Use knowledge of historical influences and
elements to design (draw/build a
model/computer model?) an original Moroccan
building for a specific purpose.

Analyze and evaluate peer projects for purpose
and architectural influences in a museum display.
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VOCABULARY

Amazigh (Berbers)
Architecture
Colonization
Cultural Diffusion
Islam
Judaism
Madrassas
Mosque
Mellah
Chellah
Minaret
Phoenicians
Romans
Sufism
Zellij
Arch
Khamsa
Fatima
Ramparts
Pise
Medina
Riad
Kasbah
Etc.

—--

LESSON 1: Introduction to Architecture and Moroccan History through
Maps (1 class)

Lesson opening/activator:  Using visuals to prompt discussion
Opening slide - have the students look at an answer the 2 questions about Chefchaouen the “Blue Pearl”
Why would a whole city paint itself blue?
Would this happen in an American city?
Let students discuss and offer possible responses, might be interesting to revisit this slide after the
entire activity is completed.

Slide 3 and 4 - Students will cold read/analyze Hassan II mosque photo with no background info.
Show the photo on slide, ask and discuss questions:
What do you see?
What is this building?
What are the details you can pick out?
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Who would use this building?
Who built this building?
What would people do here?
What else would you like to know?

Another Option: To bring it even closer to home and to avoid the process of essentializing distinct
cultural features of Morocco that will likely be very unfamiliar to students, it might be useful to start off
with a “cold reading” of a building in the students’ community - a town hall, firestation, library or other
and tackle it with the same questions, then repeat the activity with the Hassan mosque. This would
allow students to start thinking that a building can be an example of cultural features but also culture
transcends the building.

Slide 4  - Demonstrate the nuances of “reading” architecture for cultural context using Hassan II mosque
as an example.
Show Hassan II Mosque with explanations and captions on the next slide.  Discuss with class how
architecture can be a window into a culture.

Step-by-step procedures:
This lesson uses slides 5-17 as an instructional resource.

Use slides of historical maps to provide context and reference for students on various Moroccan
historical time periods.
Review/Introduce depending on student background knowledge/level.  What do you know about (insert
historical group)?
Select various students to explain what each map is showing.  Discuss as a class.
Have students write notes in their notebook about each map, historical group, dates, important info.,
what is going on in Morocco in each time period.

Lesson closing:
1.        What is one thing we can learn from architecture?
2.       What is one historical group we discussed and one fact about it from the maps we looked at?
------

LESSON 2: History of Architecture in Morocco (2 classes)
This lesson uses slides 18-53

Lesson opening/activator:
Quick review of Architecture and the History of Morocco through questions and whole class student
responses/discussion.
What can architecture tell us about a culture?
What were the major historical influences on Morocco’s history?

Step-by-step procedures:
1.        Have students copy note grid onto 2-3 pages of their notebook.
2.       Read directions for the assignment:

-          Read your assigned info page or study your assigned image(s)
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-          When prompted, find your “group” by matching the info. page with the visual images.
Some info pages may have multiple images associated with them.
-          Read, study, discuss info and images with your group.  Look for details, write down
questions, become an expert.
-          Complete the graphic organizer notes using your info sheet and images.
-          Switch info sheets and images with another group when finished.
-          Repeat #3-5 until your graphic organizer is complete.  Be thorough.
-          We’ll discuss questions you write down as a whole class after activity, use your group
members as resources

Explanation:
Teacher should print slides 21-53.  The slides include one info. slide and some visuals for each historical
influence

A. Handout hard copies of slides info. sheets and visuals.  1 to each student, 1/2 class gets info
sheets, ½ the class gets visuals.

B. Students find “partners” by discussing and matching info sheets to visuals.  Partners/groups sit
together and work together for this lesson.

C. Partners/groups cooperatively complete their section of the graphic organizer.
D. Groups round-robin/switch info. sheets and visuals with other groups, discuss , and continue

completing graphic organizer, working through all the historical influences.
E. Teacher circulates through class prompting, answering questions, helping, supporting, focusing,

explaining, etc.  Teacher should refer to notes on the slide deck to elicit key ideas from the
students.

Lesson closing:
Last 5-10  minutes – Find another group, share, compare and complete your note grid across 1 or 2 rows
as a larger group. Students share key details they have found intersting/fascinating.
------

LESSON 3-4:  Create an original modern Moroccan building (2-3 classes)

Lesson opening/activator:
This lesson uses slides 54-62
What historical artistic elements do you see in these modern Moroccan buildings?
Show images on slide show, wait 20-30 seconds, discuss as whole class or think-pair-share
Students analyze and discuss each building.

Possible follow up questions to ask:
What historical influences do you see?
What specific design elements or architectural details do you see?
What are the various types of arches you learned about last class?  How are they similar and different?
Where do you see them?
Who uses this building?
How do they use it?  What do they do in the building?
How do these buildings looks different than American buildings?  What is similar?  Why?

Step-by-step procedures:
Introduce the project/assessment:
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You are a world-renowned architect, hired to create a new Moroccan building.
1. Choose to do a full color drawing or a small scale model (model +5 bonus)
2. Must include at least 5 specific architectural influences discussed in this activity.
3. The building should be for a specific non-religious purpose (i.e. library, home, apartment

complex, gov’t building, store, restaurant, etc.)
4. Write a 200-300 word proposal explaining the purpose of your building and describing

the 5 architectural and historical influences you used in creating it.  You final proposal
should not be discussed with others and submitted to me.

5. Your drawings and models will be viewed by the class as a museum architectural display
and your classmates will attempt to identify your building’s purpose and the historical and
architectural influences you used in your design.

Students begin work on their individual original Moroccan building.
Students begin a Google doc putting down ideas for their 200-300 word explanation of historical
influences, design elements, and purpose for the building. Remind students that they will submit this
model to a competition and they need to make a case for why their building represents Moroccan
history and culture.

Teacher should emphasize that the purpose should explain who is going to use the building and how they
will use it.
The class may need multiple classes to work on designs, drawings, construction, and the 200-300 word
write up, depending on ability/level.

Lesson closing:
5-10 min. at end of 1st class with students working on their original building.  Turn and talk with another
student.  Explain your ideas for your building.  Discuss some of the historical influences, design
elements, and purpose of your Moroccan building ideas.  Use the discussion and sharing of ideas to
expand and refine your design
------
Formative Assessment: Museum display and peer analysis (1-2 classes)
Anonymously hang drawings and place models of the student work around class.
Give each architectural piece a number for identification.
Students move around the museum analyzing peer creations for 5 architectural influences, design
elements, and building’s purpose recording their analysis in notebooks or on an analysis grid (in slide
pres.)

Possible Rubric:
● Excellent

5 historical influences are clearly evident in the model/drawing’s design elements
The essay explaining the building’s purpose is clear and well written

● Good
4 historical influences are evident in the model/drawing’s design elements
The essay explaining the building’s purpose is complete but contains some errors.

● Needs revision
3 or fewer historical influences are evident in the model/drawing’s design elements
The essay explaining the building’s purpose is unclear and contains many errors

Formative Assessment closing/reveal/processing as a whole class discussion:
7



Choose one student design.
Have 1-2 students (not the creator) analyze the building for the whole class.
Then have the creator explain the building’s historical architectural influences, design elements, and
purpose to the class.
Discuss similarities and differences in analysis.
Repeat and continue with other student architectural designs

Materials needed:
Slide presentation link
Ash Brian Fulbright Hays Morocco 2022 Moroccan Architecture and History Presentation Slides
Color printed copies of slides #21-53, for students to use in class
Notebooks, lined paper
Large paper, construction paper, art supplies, scissors, glue, tape, colored pencils, rulers for final project

DIFFERENTIATION FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS

Use scaffolding of assignments (many imbedded in slide presentation), simplified graphic organizer,
teacher/peer checks, homogeneous grouping, 2-3 architectural elements for project, and/or reduced word
count for writing assignment as necessary depending on student abilities.
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