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Performer, writer, and artist Vaginal Creme Davis, photographed

by by Alice Bag

https://www.theblackscholar.org/a-scene-of-her-own-the-inimitable-vaginal-davis/


JOURNEY OF AN 

AFRICAN COLONY

Streaming on: Netflix

A documentary that takes

us through a timeline of

how Nigeria was formed.

From the colonial masters

to the founding fathers,

truths will be told, myths

will be debunked and

tables will be broken.

streaming now

PREMATURE

Streaming on: Hulu

Seventeen year-old

Ayanna meets handsome

and mysterious Isaiah in

her path toward self-

discovery. Her entire world

is turned upside down as

she travails on the

rigorous terrain of young

love in the summer before

she leaves for college.

WATCH 'BLACK TO TECHNO': A NEW

SHORT FILM ON THE LINEAGE OF

DETROIT TECHNO

podcasts
FLOODLINES

Atlantic writer Vann R. Newkirk II began

reporting this eight-part Hurricane

Katrina podcast long before the

pandemic. In it, he revisits a familiar

story through the voices of several who

experienced it

BACK ISSUE
A podcast which celebrates pop culture

phenomena that were either largely

overlooked by the mainstream (read:

white) media or, if they did pervade the

mainstream, deserve reconsideration

through a modern lens

https://www.theatlantic.com/podcasts/floodlines/
http://pineapple.fm/back-issue
https://mixmag.net/read/watch-black-to-techno-short-film-news?fbclid=IwAR2JLf1BL2DxQuZrU28UDlNcB4FspBoJb0rElliVIe0NFDbhU3CACv6XKBI
https://www.theatlantic.com/podcasts/floodlines/
http://pineapple.fm/back-issue


CITY OF BOSTON POET
LAUREATE

PORSHA OLAYIWOLA
HOME: POETRY READING AND

OPEN MIC SERIES
HOME IS A POETRY READING, OPEN MIC,

AND WORKSHOP SERIES LED BY

BOSTON POET LAUREATE PORSHA

OLAYIWOLA .  A BOSTON TRANSPLANT

AND ROXBURY RESIDENT, OLAYIWOLA

SEEKS TO CREATE A SHARED DIGITAL

SPACE  FOR BOSTONIANS TO WRITE

AND SHARE AT THE INTERSECTION OF

POETRY AND STORYTELLING.

WORKSHOP SERIES: 

WORKSHOPS WILL BE HELD ON THE FIRST

SATURDAY OF THE MONTH, FROM 11:30 A.M. -

1 P.M.

POETRY READING AND OPEN MIC SERIES: 

READINGS AND OPEN MICS WILL BE HELD ON

THE FIRST FR IDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30

P.M.

join in D’ART SHTAJIO: JAPAN’S FIRST

BLACK-OWNED ANIME STUDIO

There is no exclusive
data for the number of
African-Americans who
live and work abroad,
but from the media
attention over the last 5
years, it is alot.  To saving
money, starting over, or
learning something new, 

countless of African-Americans have crossed
the Atlantic – and Pacific – to get to the next
level.  Arthell Isom, CEO and art director of
D’Art Shtajio, Japan’s first black-owned anime
studio, is one of those people.  His work has
been featured in music videos for The Weeknd,
Jay-Z, Pharrell and others. Yet, working and
building a life in Japan has bought along its own
unique lessons. (Read the full interview here.)

Watch: The Weeknd – Snowchild Official Animated Music Video

https://www.boston.gov/departments/arts-and-culture/city-boston-poet-laureate
https://www.boston.gov/departments/arts-and-culture/city-boston-poet-laureate
https://afrotech.com/japans-first-major-anime-studio-is-owned-by-black-animators
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0JKdFjWkLA
https://afrotech.com/japans-first-major-anime-studio-is-owned-by-black-animators
https://www.forbes.com/sites/maryannreid/2020/10/26/this-founder-is-ceo-of-the-first-black-owned-anime-studio-in-japan/?sh=6641a98c1366
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0JKdFjWkLA&fbclid=IwAR3zs0ffKqYTHJtncNuHyUOMKt6muwRPoVdYRGb994Zp1fgtiX-VVYA0gpw


interesting reads

S T .  V A L E N T I N E ,  S T .  A B I G A I L ,
S T .  B R I G I D  B Y  C . L .  P O L K

My heart started to pound, I gasped for breath, and it was as

if all sound had ceased, as if I’d sunk to the bottom of a pool.

All I could hear was a bell ringing faintly, deep in my ears. As

if someone were desperately trying to send me a vital

message. All this took only ten or fifteen seconds. It was over

before I knew it, and the critical message contained there,

like the core of all dreams, disappeared. A dimly lit hallway in

a high school, a beautiful girl, the hem of her skirt swirling,

“With the Beatles.”

T H E  N I G H T  S U N  B Y  Z I N  E .
R O C K L Y N

The slap of a fist against flesh isn’t the stuff of ’80s movies,

and the recovery certainly isn’t from any film with a knock-

down, drag-out fight. My head struck the window hard

enough to dizzy me, the pane left intact. My eyes rolled

shut, the muscles of my neck seizing at the point of impact,

my head lolling forward. His fingers were deep into my afro,

nails scraping at my scalp, when the front of the car

collapsed against the great beast.

CHRISTIANITY AND THE
ALIENATION OF AFRICANS

AT A TIME WHEN EVANGELICAL
CHRISTIANITY FREQUENTLY GOES

AGAINST THE INTERESTS OF AFRICAN
PEOPLE, IS IT TIME FOR US TO RE-MAKE

CHRISTIANITY?

By David Tonghou Ngong

LESSONS FROM AFRICA’S PAST TO
COPE WITH COVID-19

HOW MANAGING COVID-19 AND OTHER CRISES
NECESSITATES AFRICA’S STRUCTURAL

TRANSFORMATION, AND WHAT WE CAN LEARN
FROM THE EARLY POST-INDEPENDENCE

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.

By Omar Ghannam, Kareem Megahed, Tetteh Hormeku-
Ajei

https://www.tor.com/2020/09/23/the-perfection-of-theresa-watkins-justin-c-key/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/02/17/with-the-beatles
https://www.tor.com/2020/02/05/st-valentine-st-abigail-st-brigid-cl-polk/
https://www.tor.com/2020/02/05/st-valentine-st-abigail-st-brigid-cl-polk/
https://www.tor.com/2020/03/11/the-night-sun-zin-e-rocklyn/
https://www.tor.com/2020/03/11/the-night-sun-zin-e-rocklyn/
https://africasacountry.com/2020/11/christianity-and-the-alienation-of-africans
https://africasacountry.com/2020/10/lessons-from-africas-past-to-cope-with-covid-19


W H A T  I S  S O M E T H I N G  Y O U R  S T U D E N T S  D O N ’ T  K N O W  A B O U T  Y O U ?

D R .  S A I D A  G R U N D Y  | |  S O C I O L O G Y ,  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S

W H A T  I S  S O M E T H I N G  Y O U R  S T U D E N T S  D O N ’ T  K N O W  A B O U T  Y O U ?

D R .  T A K E O  R I V E R A  | |  E N G L I S H ,  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S

conversations on campus

I  used to  be a  s lam poet.  I  started in  h igh  school  as  a  spoken word poet

who performed for  an Afrocentr ic  mus ic  group,  and then wh en I  went  to

col lege,  I  had stretches when I  performed s lam poetry  n ear ly  every  week

for  a  s lew of  d ifferent  act iv ist  causes.  I  actual ly  credit  that  background as

one of  the reasons why I  got  into academia.

I ’m the faculty  advisor  for  the Asian Student  Union,  and I  have to  say that  the stud ents

running the group are  doing a  real ly  spectacular  job developing ant i - ra cist  pr ogr amming this

year ,  confront ing bot h ant i -b lacknes s and ant i -Asian COVID xenophobia .  They’r e  a  wonderful

group of  student  leaders who are  real ly  i nterested in  productive,  c oal it ional  wor k.

W H A T  I S  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  Y O U R  S T U D E N T S  D O N ’ T  K N O W  A B O U T  Y O U ?

D R .  M A R G A R I T A  S I M O N  G U I L L O R Y  | |  R E L I G I O N ,  A F R I C A N

A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S

Professional ly ,  I  am a  re l ig ious studies scholar  whose works focus on

Afr icana re l ig ions in  the US.  However ,  poetry  has a lways served as an

instrumental  bedrock in  my l i fe .  The f i rst  book tha t  I  purchase d as a  k id

with  my own money was a  col lect ion of  poems.  Below is  one of  the f i rst

poems that  I  wrote,  one inspired by  one o f  my favor ite  poets,  Georgia  

Douglas Johnson.  S ince it  is  an  ear ly  poem,  y ’a l l  be  n ice  becaus e,  i n  the w or d s of  Er ykah Bad u,

“ I ’m sensit ive about  my sh*@”.   See on page 5.

I  rocked a  fade throughout  h igh school .  L i ke ser iously ,  hair  was a  taper

fade.  I  look nothing l ike  my 16  yr  o ld  self .

W H A T  H A V E  B E E N  S O M E  O F  T H E  C H A L L E N G E S  O F  A D J U S T I N G  T O  O N L I N E

L E A R N I N G / S O C I A L L Y  D I S T A N T  C L A S S R O O M S ?

Communicat ion--  I  k inda feel  l ike  a  mom tel l ing  my students  repeatedly  that

their  socks are  in  t he dryer

W I T H  E V E R Y T H I N G  T H A T  I S  G O I N G  O N ,  F R O M  P O L I C E  V I O L E N C E  T O  C O V I D  T O  T H E  E L E C T I O N ,  H A S  I T

C H A N G E D  T H E  W A Y  Y O U  A P P R O A C H  Y O U R  C L A S S E S ?

Students are  eager  to  get  an immediate con tex t  for  these nat ion al  issues,  so we often

discuss current  happenings

I S  T H E R E  A N Y T H I N G  O N  C A M P U S  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U P P O R T / P R O M O T E ?



Hands of love stretches forth, rescuing one from a raging sea.
Hands of love caress the broken heart and bring forth unity.

Hands of love are strong and will defend at all cost.

The voice of love speaks calmness into the turbulent storms of life.
The voice of love speaks words of encouragement to the

downtrodden.
The voice of love encourages one to climb to the highest heights.

Eyes of love see pain when no one else seems to care.
Eyes of love notices the brokenness.

Eyes of love watch with intensity, taking note of injustices.

Ears of love hear tears as they gently hit the pillow.
Ears of love listen when the world, even one’s family, turns a deaf ear.

Ears of love are attuned to one’s every desire.

Love reaches and touches.
Love speaks and encourages.

Love views and watches. 
Love hears and listens.

Love lives…in spite of of it all. Love never fails.

The Body of Love
by Dr. Margarita Simon Guillory

the black scholar: The Inimitable Vaginal creme Davis

Her blond hair perfectly flipped, a smile breaking
across her warm and open face, Vaginal Davis
takes the mic, satin blue nighty shimmying... Black
and brown women, including Alice Bag of Sad Girl
and The Bags, play backup to our Blatino (half
Black, half Mexican), intersexed, queer drag
superstar, churning out a low-fi frenzied garage
punk beat. “CHINGA TU, CHINGA TU, CHINGA TU
MADRE!” they collectively sing in urgent, joyful
unison. Go fuck yourself. Literally, go fuck your
mother.
                 - Kirin Wachter-Grene, The Black Scholar

https://www.theblackscholar.org/a-scene-of-her-own-the-inimitable-vaginal-davis/

