Comprehensive Examination Report
Boston University School of Theology






Instructions: Comprehensive Exams must be held between mid-semester exams and two weeks before the close of the student’s final semester.  The examiner must complete this form and return it to the Registrar for recording.

Student’s Name: 





   BU ID#: 



Degree Program:  (MTS   (MSM   (STM

Subject:  Required Examination in 













    (subject)

I/We have examined this student in a manner consistent with their degree and area of concentration.  I/We herein certify that this student has   (Passed   (Failed   this comprehensive examination requirement.

Notes:

Professor’s Signature  






  Date

Professor’s Signature  






  Date

Registrar’s Report
Exam Recorded on Transcript:






Notice to Student:







Registrar’s Signature






  Date
Guidelines for the Comprehensive Examination
Boston University School of Theology




Every MTS (and occasionally a MSM or STM)  candidate must pass a comprehensive examination during the final semester of the program.  The examination should cover the major field (i.e. Biblical and Historical Studies) or discipline (i.e. New Testament), with special attention to topics addressed in the coursework the candidate has taken, but also with some reference to larger, basic issues in the field as a whole.  This assumes that the candidate will have done both general reading in the field and critical and interpretive thinking about the field.  The examination may also presume some general theological knowledge in the areas covered by the core requirement courses.

The examination is to be conducted by two faculty in the candidate’s major field, one of whom should be the advisor.  The other is to be selected by the student with the approval of the advisor.  The student should schedule the examination after mid-semester and no later than the penultimate week of classes, so that some account may be taken of the current semester’s course work.  Normally, the examination is oral.  A group examination is also possible, where it can be appropriately justified and approved by the Area faculty.

When the examiners agree that the candidate has passed the examination, they inform the Registrar on the Comprehensive Examination Report (for convenience, this form is reproduced on the back of this description).  No MTS candidate may graduate without such a signed document on file in the Registrar’s office.  If the candidate’s performance is barely satisfactory, and the candidate is failed, the examiners will determine the conditions under which a second examination may be taken.

A Thesis, submitted to the advisor, either as part of a Directed Study or as part of the Plan of Study, is not substituted for the Comprehensive Examination.

