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NEW LOWY-GEM PROGRAM TO LAUNCH

The Lowy-GEM (Geriatric Education Model)

Program, an innovative approach to training

MSW students to meet the unique needs of

older adults, their families, and the agencies

that serve them, will be launched by the

School in fall of 2009. Reeve Goldhaber is 

the Project Manager.

This program honors the contributions of 

the late Professor Emeritus Louis Lowy, who

inspired a generation of social work students

to enter the field of gerontological social

work, and expands the current Boston GEM

Consortium Project, a program funded

through the Hartford Partnership Program for

Aging Education (HPPAE).  When the Boston

GEM Consortium Project ends in June 2009,

continued on page 3

it will have prepared 52 Boston University

MSW students to become practitioners and

leaders in the field of gerontological social

work. 

Comprehensive Training

The new Lowy-GEM Program in Aging will

offer a comprehensive training program to

Boston University MSW students throughout

their years in the MSW program. It will begin

with recruiting the best-qualified students

from undergraduate courses and programs in

aging, professionals working with older adults

at the BA/BSW level, and others from the

general pool of MSW applicants; students

may enter the program in either their first or
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Happy New Year!

The new Lowy-GEM Program was created to meet the need for trained health professionals who work with elders.
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our total student body is of color. Our inter-

disciplinary doctoral program in Social Work

and Sociology also saw an increase in appli-

cations and admitted five new students in

September. The current cohort of 30 students

includes 11 students of color and international

students from Jamaica, China, Belarus,

Mexico, Japan, and Korea. 

Our dual degree in Social Work and Public

Health remains especially strong. New

courses in traumatic stress and our new

Trauma Certificate Program are oversub-

scribed. We remain leaders in urban and

community-based transdisciplinary social

work, especially in health and mental health. 

Faculty have been advancing the field 

through 18 new and continuing grant awards,

for a total of $2.2 million in grant funding for

2007–08. About half of this funding is from

federal agencies. Assistant Professor Ellen

DeVoe received a new four-year, $1.6 million

Department of Defense grant to develop and

test interventions for Iraq veterans returning

to families with small children. Associate

Professor Scott Geron has just received a five-

year renewal of his Institute for Geriatric

Social Work (IGSW) from Atlantic Philan-

thropies to continue IGSW’s excellent track

record of generating and disseminating clini-

cal gerontology training to social workers

across the nation and abroad.

Alumni donations to the School increased 

by 27 percent, while the participation rate

rose to 13 percent. Significant gifts included

$100,000 to establish the Richard B. DeWolfe

Scholarship Fund; gifts to the Carolyn Dillon

and Wilma Peebles-Wilkins Funds raised both

of these to the endowed scholarship level. 

Also, in this issue of Currents, you will read

about exciting directions for the new Lowy-

GEM program, as well as our leadership with

NASW and Boston-area leaders on the issue

of social worker safety. I am delighted that the

School has several new programs that further

its urban mission to address all vulnerable

populations. Our work with refugees and

immigrants who bring new issues and per-

spectives to the field of social work has

included a conference on refugee and immi-

grant challenges and goals, and hosting five

social work exchange students from Puerto

Rico. 

NOTES FROM THE
DEAN’S OFFICE
Dear Alumni and BUSSW Community,

A very happy New Year! 

As we all know, we are faced with tumultuous

economic times. What is clear, however, is

that social workers are needed now more

than ever. This current crisis reaffirms what 

so many of us have long known: social work-

ers play a critical role in our country and

around the world. 

Indeed, as we think about the transforming

role of social work, we have also been ener-

gized by the recent historic presidential elec-

tion. As a school committed to social justice,

we look forward to the new President’s

agenda, built so effectively on grassroots 

support and bipartisan goals. We are hopeful

that his administration will raise the visibility

of our profession and share our vision for the

elimination of social disparities and inequities. 

This vision continues to be alive at the School

today, and I am pleased to share some of

BUSSW’s recent developments over the past

few months:

The future of social work and our program 

is strong. Admissions to our MSW program

increased by 29 percent last year. Our student

body is more diverse as well: 15 percent of 

As the new Dean, I am sincerely thankful for

the opportunity to meet so many of you from

around the country over the past few months.

I have had the pleasure of hearing your suc-

cesses, challenges, and shared goals in our

noble profession. Your evident knowledge,

skill, and commitment to your clients and

communities gives me great pride and truly

reflects what it means to be a graduate of

Boston University School of Social Work.

I thank you for your continued interest and

support of the School and look forward to

hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Gail Steketee, PhD

Dean and Professor

Dean Gail Steketee, PhD
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LOWY-GEM PROGRAM 
continued from page 1

second year. Those who are selected to par-

ticipate will receive stipends through the

Louis Lowy Fund in Gerontology and Social

Welfare and will have the opportunity to earn

the Louis Lowy Certificate in Gerontological

Social Work. 

Collaborative Partnerships

The Lowy-GEM Program will be based on 

a collaborative partnership between Boston

University School of Social Work (BUSSW)

and 14 health and social service organiza-

tions: Boston Housing Authority (BHA);

Boston University Geriatric Services (BUGS);

Cambridge Health Alliance Geriatric Psy-

chiatry; Hearth, Inc.; the School’s Institute 

for Geriatric Social Work (IGSW); Jewish

Community Housing for the Elderly (JCHE);

Kit Clark Senior Services; Sherrill House; 

Foley Senior Residences; Stonewall Com-

munities; The Brookline Council on Aging;

The Cambridge Council on Aging; and

Uphams Corner Health Center Elder Service

Plan.  Participating field instructors will have

the opportunity to take complementary online

courses in aging through the BUSSW Institute

for Geriatric Social Work (IGSW).

Program Structure

Upon entering the Lowy-GEM Program, each

participating graduate social work intern will

be assigned to a primary field placement in

one of the consortium agencies, providing

clinical and/or macro services to elderly

clients, their families, and caretakers. In

addition, each intern will have a concurrent

enrichment experience in one of the other

consortium agencies for two to four hours 

a week (a typical example of an enrichment

placement would be co-leading a group 

in a second agency with the student for

whom this agency serves as their primary

placement). 

Students and field instructors will participate

in a monthly Integrative Seminar—co-taught

by BUSSW faculty, consortium agency field

instructors, and other agency personnel—

focused on themes of critical importance to

geriatric social work practice. The majority of

the sessions will take place at the agencies,

allowing the participating students to visit a

variety of sites, providing a range of services

to older adults and their families. We believe

that MSW students trained in this model will

develop a sophisticated understanding of the

needs of older clients and their families, the

services available to meet these needs, and

the complexities of providing client-centered

care within interactive multiple health and

service systems. 

Students who choose to enter the Lowy-GEM

Program in their first year will continue to

attend regular programming on topics related

to aging in their second year and will also 

be encouraged to take “Clinical Practice 

with Older Adults” and/or “Social Policy and

Programs on Aging” as their advanced elec-

tive courses. In addition, they will receive

post-MSW career guidance and mentorship

by alumni and program field instructors as

they prepare to enter the job market. Upon

graduation, these students will be eligible 

to receive the Louis Lowy Certificate in

Gerontological Social Work.

Funding Initiatives

Experience with the current Boston GEM

Consortium Project has demonstrated that

adequate student stipends and scholarships

are critical to encouraging social work stu-

dents—many of whom have gone on to make

significant contributions to this very impor-

tant field—to consider careers in gerontologi-

cal social work. Boston University School of

Social Work hopes to increase the Louis Lowy

Fund in Gerontology and Social Welfare in

order to provide the stipends and scholar-

ships necessary to attract the most qualified

students to the Lowy-GEM Program in Aging

and to this most important field of practice.

Stay tuned!
A special event is coming this

spring remembering Professor Louis

Lowy and celebrating BUSSW’s

groundbreaking programs in social

work and aging. Details will be avail-

able in January at www.bu.edu/ssw.
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By Rachel Wasserman (’10)

Responding to growing concern about 

the safety of social workers in the field, the

Boston University School of Social Work and

the Massachusetts Chapter of the National

Association of Social Workers sponsored a

Leadership Summit on Social Worker Safety

on September 12, 2008, at Boston University.

Summit organizers explained that “Recent

and ongoing events related to safety of social

workers highlight this critical concern for

social work practitioners, administrators, 

and educators. In an effort to bring together

representatives of the professional practice

and education communities, BUSSW and 

the Massachusetts chapter of NASW co-

sponsored this summit to enhance under-

standing of the current state of our knowl-

edge and efforts to maximize worker safety

and to ensure continuing and new efforts to

address this concern.”

One of the event organizers, Associate 

Dean for Academic Affairs Ruth Freedman,

noted that “the recent murder of a social

worker during a home visit in northeastern

Massachusetts heightened concerns and

awareness, especially because this was not

an inexperienced social worker and the home

visit was in a suburban area. It was recog-

nized that there is need for broader concern

and action regarding social worker safety. As

an academic institution, we wanted to think

about this issue in a systematic way as part 

of a larger context. Therefore, our School

decided to take the lead by organizing a sum-

mit on how much is known about the prob-

lem and what can be done to address it.”

The summit began with a welcome by

BUSSW Dean Gail Steketee and Carol Trust,

Executive Director of the Massachusetts

Chapter of NASW. The morning’s moderator

was Marilyn Anderson Chase, Assistant

Secretary for Children, Youth and Families at

the Massachusetts Executive Office of Health

and Human Services. Jennifer Zelnick, an

Assistant Professor at Salem State College

School of Social Work, reported on the cur-

rent state of knowledge on workplace health

and safety issues, risk factors, and state of

evidence regarding social worker safety. 

Eva Skolnick-Acker, the Chair of the NASW

Massachusetts Committee for the Study 

and Prevention of Violence Against Social

Workers, presented on social workers’ experi-

ences regarding workplace violence, safety

policies and procedures, trainings, and pro-

fessional responsibilities. Respondent Angelo

McClain, Commissioner of the Massachusetts

Department of Children and Families, dis-

cussed state agency perspectives and chal-

lenges and Earl “Skip” Stuck, Executive

Director of Family Continuity Programs, Inc.,

addressed the issue from a human services

agency perspective.

Participants came from a diverse con-

stituency of those responsible for social

worker safety. Representatives from four of

the Massachusetts health and human ser-

vices departments attended, including senior

leadership from the Department of Children

and Families, the Department of Youth

Services, the Department of Mental Health,

and the Department of Public Health. Rep-

resentatives from eleven Massachusetts

schools of social work and eight human 

services agencies also attended.

Following the presentation, participants split

into small focus groups for more in-depth con-

versation exploring topics including training for

workers and interns; developing agency poli-

cies and procedures; resources necessary 

to implement and improve safety practices; 

the importance of sharing information and

resources among agencies and schools; and

SAFETY IN THE FIELD: SOCIAL WORK 
LEADERS ADDRESS GROWING CONCERNS

the need for more accurate data on the inci-

dence of violence against social workers.  

Trust said that “infusing safety policies, 

procedures and techniques into the curricu-

lum, as well as in the agency policy and pro-

cedures” is essential. The value of building

alliances with public safety officials was also

addressed, as well as the importance of being

aware of other resources that social workers

can turn to the moment they are feeling

threatened by violence. New technology—

such as phones with GPS tracking devices—

was noted as a way to increase safety, and

the importance of having a good support

network or partner during home visits 

was highlighted.

“The social work community is concerned

about creating safe work places for the pro-

fession,” Trust said. “It is a major issue. We

consider this summit a first step toward

addressing the problem and recognizing 

the need for action.” 

The summit resulted in a number of

recommendations:

• Collect more data about incidence and

characteristics of violence against social

workers;

• Establish a central clearinghouse for

resources that can be accessed by

schools and agencies;

• Advocate at the state level to develop 

and implement policies and procedures 

in agencies to maximize social worker

safety;

• Create a task force consisting of repre-

sentatives from the schools of social

work, agencies, and NASW to implement

these and other proposals.

Freedman felt the conference was successful

in bringing together educators, administra-

tors, and practitioners to collaborate and

commit to the next steps necessary to maxi-

mize the safety of social workers: “The 

summit was an opportunity for leaders to

congregate and discuss a topic that is so

immensely important in the field of social

work today.”

The planning team, co-chaired by Freedman

and Trust, also included BUSSW’s Trudy

Zimmerman, Assistant Dean for Field Edu-

cation; Judith Perlstein, Associate Director 

of Field Education; Betty J. Ruth, Director of

Professional Education Programs; and Eva

Skolnick-Acker from NASW. 

INTERESTED IN 
A PhD?

For more information about our

Interdisciplinary PhD Program 

in Sociology and Social Work at 

Boston University, please visit

www.bu.edu/ssw or e-mail 

sswphd@bu.edu.

Carol Trust, Executive Director of NASW-

Massachusetts Chapter, welcomed attendees.

Angelo McClain, Commissioner, Massachusetts

Department of Children and Families, responded

to panel questions.

Social Worker Safety Summit participants listened to panelists and formed small groups to discuss key top-

ics. Eleven schools of social work, four state and eight human service agencies participated in the event.

Over 100 social workers and human service providers gathered at Boston University to discuss 

social worker safety.
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INTERCAMBIO DE AMIGOS!
AN EXCHANGE OF FRIENDS

2,000 MILES APART AND
A WORLD OF SIMILARITIES

By Rachel Wasserman (’10)

The Boston University School of Social Work

hosted a one-week cultural immersion and

study program for MSW students from

October 18 to 25 in collaboration with the

Inter American University of Puerto Rico. 

The program offered an overview of the

School’s urban mission and curriculum with an

emphasis on social work practice with diverse

groups, especially Latinos in the United States.

The event’s focus was on best social work

micro and macro practices and social justice

issues. Participants attended classes and lec-

tures and field site visits to social work service

agencies specializing in substance abuse,

HIV/AIDS prevention, homelessness, mental

health, community outreach and revitalization

programs. The primary focus was on the Puerto

Rican and Dominican communities: giving stu-

dents the opportunity to contrast social work

clinical practice, macro, and community organ-

izing approaches in Massachusetts and Puerto

Rico is one of the program’s goals.

In Boston, the group was introduced to stu-

dents and faculty and given tours of Boston

University and Boston’s historical sites. Over

the next few days, professors and deans pre-

sented them with an overview of the many

academic programs at BUSSW. They also

visited agencies including Casa Esperanza,

Children’s Hospital, and The Chelsea

Collaborative. 

At the end of the week, the five students from

Puerto Rico presented on their area of studies

and practice and what they learned during

their week at BUSSW. The students work in

diverse areas that are similar to the agencies

at which BUSSW students are placed.

Paul J. Fericelle Castillo spoke of work at

PROSPERA, an elderly support program that

works toward alimony support, sustainment,

and mediation. He mentioned that in Puerto

Rico, by law children have to take care of 

their parents and discussed the lack of similar

legislation in the United States. PROSPERA

provides crisis management to respond to

emergency family situations by using

strengths-perspectives, crisis models and

interview techniques with all family members.

The challenges at his agency are similar to

those we face here—limited resources, mate-

rials, and funding to hire new workers.

Zulmarie Hernandez Bello works for a 

community action center called CAUCE—

Centro de Accion Urbana Comunitaria y

Empresarial—that serves the community 

of Capetillo, which is mostly populated by

Dominican families who immigrated to Puerto

Rico. Through this program, youth action

groups are organized to provide alternatives

to young people who might otherwise be

engaged in activities of concern to the com-

munity. This agency promotes participation

from all members of the community, espe-

cially in the betterment of a park that has

been abandoned by the university that owns

it. Other activities include creating a commu-

nity garden and experimenting with graffiti,

theater, and music.

Geritza Oivella Santana is employed by

Asemblea Familiar Virgilio Davila, an agency

that works with children in Virgilio Davila, a

public housing unit, engaging them in group

work in areas such as self-esteem, drugs and

alcohol, domestic violence, and anger man-

agement. The agency also works with a

federal housing unit called Las Americas

Apartments, where staff members organize 

a teen group and a community council and

serve as school social workers.

Alex Casiano Pagan is a medical social worker

at Hospital La Concepcion, which is owned 

by the Catholic Church. There are numerous

community programs, including free health

clinics, outside of the hospital and staff mem-

bers donate to the community. The hospital 

is staffed with over 200 doctors and another

600 employees, but Alex is the only social

worker and very busy, with approximately 

100 to 150 cases per week. The challenges 

to social work at this hospital are the lack 

of other social workers and dealing with the 

traditional rules and models of intervention.

Emmanuel Arroyo Girona reported on his

work for Plaza Corazón in San Juan, a non-

profit agency that serves the homeless or at-

risk populations in downtown Rio Piedras with

services including orientation and counseling,

coordinating government documents, provid-

ing a referral system, and advocating for

them. The program includes five phases of

development: outreach work; daily care sys-

tem and stabilization; case management and

psychological stabilization; independence 

and autonomy along with emotional and eco-

nomic stability; and community development.

The program’s focus is education, and staff

members work hard to develop integration

and compromise among homeless individuals.

Professor and co-organizer of the program

Luz Lopez commented, “It was a wonderful

week of information exchange, culture, music,

and history. Clearly, they have a lot to learn

from us and we from them.”

Visiting social work students and Professor Luz Lopez (far left) sang Plena, a popular folk music from Puerto

Rico. Plena songs often tell the stories of working class people or ‘jibaros.’ The visiting students from the

Inter American University of Puerto Rico came to BUSSW for a cultural immersion and study program trip in 

early October.

Professor Melvin Delgado shared insights on

community organizing among Puerto Rican 

and Latino communities in the United States.

Both the weeklong program-

ming and the final student

presentations were moving 

to participant Abby Ross (near

left). As a 2007–08 Puerto

Rican Experience exchange trip

member, she and other BUSSW

students were inspired and

wanted to make the same

opportunity available to their

Puerto Rican counterparts. 

They raised funds to

help bring the five

Puerto Rican students

to Boston. Said Ross,

“We were inspired to

make the program a

true cultural exchange.

Social work has its roots

in collaboration and in

community-based par-

ticipation. It was great

to have the Puerto

Rican students partici-

pate in the same way

we were able to do."

Photos, clockwise from top: Kalina Black (‘09) shares a poem;  students listen to 

several presentations throughout the week about BUSSW and community work with

Latinos in the area; Melissa Sparks (’07) visits during the week; Exchange student

Emmanuel Arroyo shares his experiences with Plaza Corazón; Professor Luz Lopez 

and Abby Ross (’08) listen to a discussion on community organizing.

Dean Gail Steketee waves the Puerto Rican flag 

at the conclusion of the program while Dean

Elizabeth Miranda of the Inter American University

looks on.
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BU HOSTS CONFERENCE ON
REFUGEES AND IMMIGRANTS

On October 23 and 24, social workers, activists, and educators con-

verged at the Boston University Charles River Campus for a two-

day Institute on Immigrants and Refugees: Addressing Dislocation,

Racism, Trauma, and Resilience. Recognizing the crucial connection

social workers and other clinicians have with refugees and immi-

grants, Boston University Schools of Social Work (SSW) and

Education (SED) co-sponsored the two-day Institute, designed to

raise awareness about these unique but frequently marginalized

populations through interdisciplinary collaboration.

The Institute’s first program, “Working with Refugees and Immi-

grants in Our Schools,” featured a kick-off wine reception on

Thursday, October 23. SSW Dean Gail Steketee and SED Dean
Hardin Coleman opened a panel discussion featuring Dr. Glenn 

Saxe, Associate Chief of Psychiatry for Research and Development 

at Children’s Hospital Boston; Heidi Ellis, PhD, Department of

Psychiatry, Children’s Hospital Boston; and MSW student Saida Abdi, 
a Somali refugee and intern at Caring Across Communities. In addition

to the educational issues that immigrant children and their parents

encounter in school systems, panelists also discussed Trauma Systems

Therapy (TST), a model that has shown to be effective when working

with immigrant populations. The TST model originated at Boston

Medical Center to assist the growing population of Somali refugees. 

The program of the second day, “Working with Refugees and Immi-

grants in Community and Agency Settings,” focused on the macro-

level and clinical social work needs of this population. This event fea-

tured two panels from international experts, including Dean/Director

Elizabeth Miranda (Inter American University of Puerto Rico), Dr. Aaron

Ramos (University of Puerto Rico), and Alejandro Cotté (Enlace Project,

Caño Martin Peña), as well as BUSSW professors Deanne Bonnar,
Melvin Delgado, Luz Lopez, Lorna McKenzie-Pollock (’85), Ruth
Paris, Humberto Reynoso, Mojdeh Rohani (’99), and Lee Staples.

September kicked off to a great start with 175 new students from a wide array of backgrounds 

and geographic regions. Organized by the Student Services Office, the New Student Orientation

featured presentations by faculty, staff, and current students in order to introduce new students to

life at 264 Bay State Road and the profession of social work. Presentations included urban social

work practice and macro perspectives, as well as a poster fair. Said one new student, “Orientation

was extremely helpful.  Everyone was very nice and approachable and willing to offer advice about

how to be successful.”



Congratulations to the following students who

have been awarded special BUSSW named

scholarships, stipends, and prizes for

2008/09:

All are MSW students unless otherwise noted.

Wendy Carol Byers Memorial Scholarship
Sarah Weeks

Richard B. DeWolfe Scholarship
Jessica Goldberg

Carolyn Dillon Scholarship
Kerrie Greene

Mary Louise Dillon Scholarship 
Erika Vargas

Annette Schaffer Eskind Scholarship 
Emily Blonder, Elana Klein

Louise and Anna B. Frye Multicultural
Education Scholarship 
Helena Almeida

Frances H. Gelber Scholarship 
Evonne Yang

Carolyn Jacobs Prize
Ashley Diefendorf

Hubie Jones Urban Service Scholarship 
Laura Beal, Kara Walsh

Margaret D. Lakis Scholarship 
Lisa LoFaso

Josephine Lambert Scholarship
Stephanie Chang, Winifred Finley

Barbara Locke Memorial Scholarship 
Sadie Faber, Elana Klein

Louis Lowy Scholarship 
Kalina Black, Alyssa Brigham, Makayla
Cunningham, Emily Geis, Noa Gur, Chelsea
Halbmaier, Andrew Hare, Elizabeth Kalfras,
Rebecca Lavine, Rebecca Porter, Heather Valente

Thomas D. Mackey III Memorial
Scholarship
Elizabeth Theriault

Ina L. Morgan Scholarship
Lauren Abraham, Shari Jessie, Danielle Latimore

Rosemary Pazol Mundell Memorial
Scholarship
Laura Beal

Naomi Osterman Scholarship
Jaclyn Sector

Wilma Peebles-Wilkins Scholarship
James McConchie

Angelina Aliberti Ruggie Scholarship
Robert Mello

Sybil M. Shapiro Scholarship
Yaminette Diaz Linhart

Singer Family Foundation Prize 
Kristy Hardy

Jane Stewart Memorial Prize
Daniela Dragisic

Holly Margolin Zwerling Scholarship
Evonne Yang

In addition, four prizes were awarded at

Commencement in May 2008:

Saul and David Bernstein Prize
Sera Grantz and Brian Johnston

Herbert S. Strean Memorial Prize
Mya Fonarov

Carl D’Ettore Memorial Prize
Abigail Ross

Sarah Lange Prize for Social Change
Rebekah Gowler and Amanda Horowitz
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Three New Cohorts Begin
Off-Campus Programs 
Three new cohorts of students have begun

their graduate social work education at the

School’s Off-Campus Program sites in Cape

Cod, Fall River, and Tyngsboro. They join con-

tinuing students at these sites. 

“It was a successful recruitment year for us,”

comments Mena daSilva-Clark, Assistant

Dean for Off-Campus Programs (OCP). “We

know that our satisfied and well-prepared

alumni are our best recruiters and we would

like to thank you for assisting us in recruiting

for our programs.” 

In addition to welcoming new students, last

September Sue Landers assumed the position

of Coordinator for the Cape Cod campus.

Landers earned an MSW degree in 1982 

from Salem State College and an MS from

Goddard-Cambridge. She lives on the Cape

and has many years of clinical, administrative

and higher education experience. “We are

excited and pleased to have her join the OCP

team,” said daSilva-Clark.

In other Off-Campus Program news:

• Though the Boston University Tyngsboro

facility was sold to Innovation Academy

Charter School, SSW’s Tyngsboro campus

continues to be housed at the facility. The

SSW Office/Library are now located on the

fourth floor in room 442.

• Thomas Dunse, a 1986 alumnus of the

Southeastern Massachusetts Program,

received the 2008 BUSSW Alumni Asso-

ciation Award for Outstanding Career 

in Social Work. He is a longstanding, val-

uable training partner with the School’s field

education program and is currently the Vice

President of Clinical Services at the Old

Colony YMCA. 

• In field education-related work, staff

members are busy teaching seminars for new

field instructors at each site, revising the 

integrative seminar model with the goal of

increasing online content, meeting with OCP

advisory boards, and continuing to develop

additional field placement affiliations. 

International Reach
International activities increased with two vis-

iting professors from Israel and Korea in resi-

dence last year and Eun Jin Chang from Korea

this year. Assistant Professor Luz Lopez led

her third travel-study program to Puerto Rico

and Associate Professor Scott Geron took a

group of MSW and doctoral students to Mali,

West Africa. Through a generous alumni

donation, SSW was able to support a second

Somali student entering our MSW program

this fall. Professor Lee Staples worked closely

with Adjunct Assistant Professor Mojdeh

Rohani (‘99) to develop our innovative

BRIDGE program, which encourages qualified

refugees and immigrants to apply to our

MSW program.

NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS AND PRIZES

A number of field education activities are

under way for the 2008/2009 academic

year, highlighting the Field Education

Department’s continued commitment to

innovative and high-quality educational 

experiences for students and support for 

field instructors.

New Collaborative Clinical Placements 

The Field Education Department has devel-

oped a number of new placement opportuni-

ties which represent collaborations between

the School of Social Work and other Boston

University schools and programs.  

• Two foundation-year students are placed

at the Boston Housing Authority, where

they are working with families in the South

End Cathedral and Torre Unidad buildings.

Both locations are sites for an Integrated 

Pest Management Project, a Boston Housing

Authority, BU School of Public Health, and

Boston Public Health Commission collabora-

tion. The social work interns will provide case

management and counseling services and 

will be supervised by Shannon McCarthy,

LICSW, a 1991 BUSSW alumna and SSW 

faculty advisor.

• Two foundation-year students are

placed in a joint program through South 
End Headstart and the Boston Medical
Center. At the medical center, the interns are

working with Assistant Professor of Pediatrics

Dr. Michael Silverstein, who has been con-

ducting research on an evidence-based inter-

vention with mothers of babies hospitalized 

in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. At the

Headstart Program, where  Silverstein and his

research staff are consultants, the interns will

provide counseling and case management

services to children and families.  

• Two first-year students are placed at

Samaritans, Inc., where they will be involved

in a range of prevention and intervention

activities including outreach and education 

for at-risk populations and working with teen

volunteers on the agency’s hotlines.

• The Field Education Department contin-

ues to explore participating in the Step UP
program initiated two years ago by Boston

Mayor Thomas M. Menino; Boston University

is matched up with Boston English High

School and the Trotter Elementary School. 

A BUSSW intern was placed at English High

in 2008 and plans are under way to develop

an internship at the Trotter in the 2009–2010

academic year.

• Two second-year BUSSW interns are

working at the BUSSW Hoarding Project/
Boston University Center for Anxiety &
Related Disorders under the supervision 

of Boston University social work and psy-

chology faculty. They conduct assessments

and individual and group treatment, and 

are involved in research on a variety of 

treatment protocols.

Boston GEM Consortium

The Boston GEM Consortium is in its eighth

year as a placement model and its third 

and final year with funding from the John 

A. Hartford Foundation. The project’s history 

and present focus are described in the article

on page 1 of this issue of Currents.

New Macro Practice Placements 

Thirty-one Macro Practice students are com-

pleting their field placements in 27 different

settings that offer an array of impressive

interventions at the neighborhood, citywide,

metro-regional, statewide, and global levels.

Many of the students are being supervised by

BUSSW alumni who are involved in commu-

nity development and organizing, planning,

program development, social policy analysis

and implementation, advocacy, evaluation

research, and human service management.

Some of these new initiatives include: 

• Cambridge Community Television
(CCTV), in which a student and his supervisor

are endeavoring to bridge the digital divide by

securing onsite internet access for residents

of Cambridge public housing developments.

The project grew out of concerns expressed

by public school students living in public

housing who are unable to access and 

complete online school assignments because

their families cannot afford internet access 

at home.

• Stonewall Communities in Boston

engages a student in a citywide effort to build

strong community links among older lesbians,

gay men, bisexuals, transgenders, and their

friends by creating residential, educational,

social, and support opportunities.

• At the metro-regional level, Macro

Practice students are working with two

Massachusetts Regional Centers for
Healthy Communities, one at the Northeast

Center based in Lawrence and one at the

Southeast Center based in Brockton. In both

settings, students are involved in building

coalitions among regional and local public

health leaders and community groups

(including youth) to identify and address 

critical public health issues like substance

abuse and violence prevention.

• Several first- and second-year students

have placements with top executives in

Governor Deval Patrick’s administration,

including the Massachusetts Departments
of Public Health and Youth Services, the

Massachusetts Children’s Trust Fund, the

Interagency Council on Homelessness,
and the Massachusetts Office of Victim
Assistance. All the students are engaged 

in legislative advocacy, grant administration,

policy analysis and program development,

implementation, and evaluation.

• At the Global Health Delivery Project
based at Harvard School of Public Health, a

student and her supervisor are working with

the World Health Organization (WHO) to

evaluate the impact that WHO grants have

on communities’ ability to retain their local

public health leaders. The evaluation is a 

multicontinent, multicountry initiative.

Alumni, students, and field instructors are

invited to visit the Field Education Depart-

ment web page at www.bu.edu/ssw/fielded

for information on the field education pro-

gram, staff, and upcoming events.

Active Year Ahead for 
Field Education

NEWS BRIEFS
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workshops that have

been popular over the

last few years, as well

as several new ones. 

Returning lecturers for

the fall series included

Dr. Janice Funk, who

taught her workshop,

“Dr. Funk’s Tour of 

the Brain,” in both

Boston and Bradford,

Massachusetts. 

Dr. Mimi Thein also

returned to offer 

her well-attended

program, “Child and Adolescent Psycho-

pharmacology,” and Dr. Rebecca Hanson-
Richardson again directed her two-day

institute on “Dialectical Behavior Therapy: 

A Clinical Introduction.”  

PEP also was very pleased to offer several

new courses taught by alumni: “Introduction

to Human Service Management,” taught 

by Sarah Lange (’83); “When Work Is 

Not Working: Essential Skills for Employee

Assistance Social Work,” Ina Bachman-
Sapirstein (’88); “Essentials of Health

Promotion for Social Workers,” Gina Baral
Abrams (’99); and “Talking about Sex and

Drugs with Our Clients: Risk Assessment 

and Communication for Practitioners,”

Deborah Milbauer (’94).

Additionally, PEP launched three new certi-

ficate programs in Clinical Practice with

Adolescents, Cognitive Behavioral Therapy

(CBT) Interventions, and the Assessment 

and Treatment of Psychological Trauma. At

the completion of each program, participants

earn 30 continuing education credits and

have acquired a variety of skills to use in 

the field.

PEP was also pleased to sponsor the 26th

annual Miriam Hurwitz Memorial Lecture 
on Saturday, October 25 at the Photonics

Building. Over 150 social workers, family ther-

apists, and community workers attended the

lecture on “Family Bereavement After Suicide:

Walking the Journey with Survivors,” pre-

sented by John R. Jordan, PhD. Dr. Jordan is a

clinician in private practice in Wellesley, MA,

and Pawtucket, RI. He is also the co-author of

After Suicide Loss: Coping with Your Grief, and

the former Director of the Family Loss Project

(FLP), a research and clinical group providing

services for bereaved families. His presenta-

tion focused on the impact of suicide on fam-

ily survivors, and the clinical and support

responses needed by family and friends in 

the aftermath of suicide.

Named in honor of Miriam Hurwitz, a faculty

member of BUSSW, the annual Hurwitz

Lecture Fund was established by her husband,

Herbert, and their children, and has grown

through many additional gifts from her col-

leagues and friends.

In 2009, Professor Rick Cresta will lead 

a study/travel trip to Costa Rica in March,

where students will have the opportunity 

to experience a new culture through family

homestay, sightseeing, and trips to local

agencies in and around San Pedro. They will

also take intensive Spanish courses during

their two-week stay.

In spring 2009, the next workshop series 

will kick off with three certificate programs

focusing on mind/body techniques, working

with refugees and immigrants, and cognitive-

behavioral therapy. Also, PEP’s classroom will

change from using Room 201 at the General

Classroom Building to the larger Room 202.

This move will provide more space and allow

for greater flexibility of classroom set-up in 

a comfortable learning environment.

If you would like more information about the

Hurwitz Lecture or PEP’s other programs,

please visit our website at www.bu.edu/

ssw/pep.

John R. Jordan delivers the 26th annual Miriam Hurwitz Memorial Lecture.
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Changing Faces, 
Changing Places
SSW has made considerable progress in ful-

filling the goals of our 2006 strategic plan.

We’ve enhanced our marketing and commu-

nications with many new print materials and

an expanded and colorful website that

launched in fall 2007. 

Amy Dunaway has been named Marketing

and Communications Specialist, a newly 

created position within the School. Amy 

previously worked as staff assistant with the

School’s Professional Education Programs

(PEP) office. Erin Grundman is the new PEP

staff assistant. Jennifer Schroder is the new

administrative assistant in the Field Education

Department. 

After 18 years at the School of Social Work,

Jyothi Nandakumar has left the position of

Assistant Dean of Finance and Personnel. The

position has been filled by Meredith Enish,
who previously worked as the Director of

Faculty/Staff Administration at the College 

of Engineering. After eight years as the SSW

Registration Administrator, Heidi Maitland
has retired. 

In faculty news, Associate Professor Sally
Bachman has been granted tenure. Professor
Lena Lundgren has assumed the role of the

School of Social Work’s Director of Research

in addition to her other responsibilities.

Professor Cassandra Clay retired in May and

is greatly missed. We are confident that we

will find ourselves closely connected to her

and her work as she charts the next phase of

her remarkable career as a social work educa-

tor and practitioner.

PEP Workshops,
Certificates Highlight 
Busy Summer, Fall
The School’s Professional Education Programs

(PEP) had an extremely busy summer and fall

as the 2006–2008 Massachusetts licensing

cycle came to a close. PEP’s fall series was

tremendously successful and included three

new evening certificate programs and many

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
by Nanci Ginty Butler (’01), President
BUSSW Alumni Association Board

Greetings, fellow alumni and friends of the

School of Social Work,

As we welcome in 2009, I hope this edition 

of Currents finds you happy and well!

As I’m sure you can glean from reading this

edition of Currents, the School has kicked off

another productive and successful academic

year. First, we are thrilled that Dr. Gail

Steketee has officially accepted the role of

Dean after three years of service as Dean 

ad interim. Dean Steketee has successfully

demonstrated effective leadership in her tem-

porary role and we are confident that she will

lead SSW to even greater heights. 

With a new Dean in place, it seems that the

energy surrounding SSW these days is conta-

gious—the School opened the year by wel-

coming a whopping 165 new students. SSW

faculty, students, and staff are receiving

national attention through presentations on

topics ranging from hoarding to HIV/AIDS in

over 20 conferences across the country. On

the research front, Professors Lena Lundgren

and Maryann Amodeo have secured a

$400,000 grant from the Robert Wood

Johnson Foundation to study the adoption of

evidence-based substance abuse treatment

practices in community organizations. In

October, SSW co-hosted a conference with

the School of Education on working with

immigrants and refugees. And, social work

students from Puerto Rico visited the School

in October as well. 

The Alumni Association held its annual 

board meeting during BU’s Alumni Weekend

October 24 to 26. On October 24, we hon-

ored Dean Steketee and celebrated 90 years

of social work education at Boston University

with a reception. That night, we honored our

2008 Alumni Association Award recipients. 

Finally, in this exciting time of new promise,

SSW is brimming with opportunities for you

to remain involved and connected to the

School, from simply introducing yourself as 

an alumna/us among colleagues, to assisting

with student recruitment, nominating a fellow

graduate for an Alumni Association Award,

serving as a career information resource for

new graduates, attending a local event, or

supporting fundraising efforts. 

We know that BUSSW is already a fantastic

place to gain a social work education. With

your participation and support, our Alma

Mater is poised to become better than ever. 

I encourage you to consider giving back to 

the School in any way that you can.

I wish you all the best in 2009!

NEWS BRIEFS
continued from page 11



SIMPLY OUTSTANDING

OUTSTANDING SSW ACHIEVEMENTS CELEBRATED

On October 24, nearly 60 distinguished guests gathered at the Back Court

at BU’s George Sherman Union to honor alumni and staff who have made

outstanding contributions to the field of social work and the School.

Those honored were (above right from left to right): Thomas W. Dunse
(‘86), Outstanding Career in Social Work; Reva Stein (‘82), Outstanding

Contributions to the Field of Social Work; Abigail Ortiz (‘02), Hubie Jones

Urban Service Award; and Heidi Maitland, Outstanding Contributions to

the School of Social Work.

To read more about the awards and view a list of the honorees, visit:

www.bu.edu/ssw/about/news_events/index.shtml.

15
16

Muriel Bloch Kolner Sieh (’47), of Carlsbad,

California, has retired. She was previously 

the Executive Director of Family Service in

Swampscott, Massachusetts, and Director 

of Psychiatric Social Work at Child Guidance

in Phoenix, Arizona. She also established the

Arizona Adult Foster Home Agency, obtaining

half a million dollars in funding per year. Every

state replicated the model of this program.

Alice W. Dorn (’51), of Central, South

Carolina, is enjoying her retirement of 25

years and taking “Lifelong Learning” courses

on her “days off.” Paul H. Ephross (’57), of

Rockville, Maryland, was awarded the rank of

Professor Emeritus on June 4, 2008, by the

University of Maryland School of Social Work,

Baltimore. Ephross had been a School faculty

member since 1968 and a professor since

1974 as well as holding various other appoint-

ments. He continues to maintain his private

practice of social work and consulting.

Sara A. Kramer (’93), of Greensboro, North

Carolina, is the Dean of Student Life at

American Hebrew Academy. She lives on

campus with her husband, Scott, and her two

kids, Dani, 9, and Josh, 5. Sithembile (Stem)
Mahlatini (’95), of Lynn, Massachusetts,

recently relocated back to Massachusetts

after spending 12 years in Florida, where she

also earned her doctoral degree at Nova

Southeastern University. She recently started

a private practice in the Swampscott area.

Christopher R. DeIulio (’97) recently relo-

cated to Landstuhl in Southwest Germany

and began working at the Landstuhl Regional

Medical Centre providing clinical services to

uniformed military service members and their

dependents. Betty Bernier (’97), of Hyde

Park, Massachusetts, is now a social worker

with the Boston Public Health Commission.

She works with public school students who

have attendance issues and provides clinical

support at one of the assigned schools. 

Nadia Chamblin-Foster (‘97), of Cambridge,

Massachusetts, and her husband Kevin Foster

are pleased to announce the birth of Kenneth

Alexander Foster on June 4, 2008. Barbara

Kondilis-Petropoulos (‘98) and her husband

Phoebus Petropoulos, of Themidos, Greece,

are pleased to announce the birth of Ioannis

on May 27, 2008. Lysandra Brown (’99), of

Atlanta, Georgia, recently accepted a position

as a social worker at Emory Hospital. Ricardo
Neal (’99), of Roxbury, Massachusetts, has

left his position as Executive Director of

Freedom House in order to engage in educa-

tional policy work. He has served in this post

since 2003 and was Director of Development

for two years before that. David Ward (’99),

of Yarmouth, Maine, maintains a private prac-

tice providing individual, group, and couples

therapy for adults. In 2007/2008 he com-

pleted a yearlong postgraduate training pro-

gram in group psychotherapy as well as a

group psychotherapy observation course.

Danielle Minelli (’00) was honored by

NASW-NYC Chapter with an Emerging

Leader Award for her work at NYC

Department of Homeless Services. Nanci
Ginty Butler (’01) and her husband Ethan

Butler, of Waban, Massachusetts, welcomed

Owen Francis on June 8, 2008. Aishia
Grevenberg (’02), of Las Vegas, Nevada, is

Program Director with the Assistance League

of Southern California, directing the Las Vegas

office. Rebecca Mulhern (’02), of Brooklyn,

New York, is now working at Bellevue

Hospital as the mental health care coor-

dinator on the mental health team for

Virology Services (the outpatient HIV clinic).

Katherine Britton (’03), of West Roxbury,

Massachusetts, works at the Mayor’s Office

in Boston on a new early childhood initiative

called “Thrive in 5.” Catherine Ehrhardt (’03),

of Boston, Massachusetts, is now Assistant

Director of Counseling at Wentworth Institute

of Technology. Among her responsibilities is

overseeing the social work intern training pro-

gram. Andrea Bengtson (’04), of Cambridge,

Massachusetts, is Clinical Coordinator of

Services with Boston University’s Center for

Psychiatric Rehabilitation. Christina Weeter
(’04), of Alexandria, Virginia, is a policy asso-

ciate at the National Youth Employment

Coalition. Lawrie Donovan (‘08), of Jamaica

Plain, Massachusetts, is an adjustment coun-

selor/social worker with Randolph High

School.

ALUMNI/AE UPDATE

IN MEMORIAM

Elliot H. Drisko (’41), Yonkers, 

New York

Marina C. McCarthy (’47), Milton,

Massachusetts

Theodore D. Carty (’61), Warwick,

Rhode Island

John R. Griffith (’82), Gray, Maine

Priscilla Smart (’88), Brockton,

Massachusetts

Richard L. Hull (’93), South

Hamilton, Massachusetts

�

�
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Update your information, 
share news, and give us 
your e-mail address at
www.bu.edu/ssw/alumni.
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Gary Kaplan

Diane Meskin

Molly-Jane Isaacson
Rubinger

Sally Schmidt

Linda Singer

Doris Weller

Rosemary Whiting

Class of 1970
Anonymous (1)

Anonymous (2)

Elinor Callaghan Brady

John Drew

Isabel Freeman

Joan Fuld-Strauss

Naomi Krasner

Jane Kuniholm

Madeleine Linck

Peter Noonan

Mary Posner

Patricia Reese

Barry Shrage

Naomi Stanhaus

Karin Van Strien

Carolyn Welch

Donald White

Constance Williams

Class of 1971
Anonymous (4)

Barbara Horvitz Brown

Susan Irwin Dansker

Nancy Eskow

Thomas Fish

Susan Fu

Diane Ginninger

Lauren Glassman

Leta Gordon

Bettieanne Hart

Nakyung Im

Lauren Meese

Kristina Niccoli

Janet Anita Salomon

Class of 1972
Anonymous

Melvin Bell, Jr.

Karen Bundy

Susan Morphew Coe

Miriam Foss

Elizabeth Fragola

Claire Gerstein

Frances Hall

Lucy Hill

Marc Kessler

Ellen Plutchok Klein

Lorna Carter Knapp

Lauren Komack

Janice Levy

David McDonald

Edith Pitts

Arline Stith

Nelson Woodfork, Jr.

Class of 1973
Claudia Coplan

Nancy Forman

Patricia Gordy

Jackie Jenkins-Scott

Peter Kirwin

Roman Mykyta

Lise Hart O’Brien

Nancy Rikoon

Nancy Goodwin
Rubinstein

Richard White

Gloria Tse Yu

Class of 1974
Anonymous

Rhea Bufferd

Reva Korim Castaline

Brenda Dorsey

Sydney Fisher

Cecilia Johnson

Linda Kilburn

Susan Lederer

Lois Levinsky

John Markoff

Patience Sampson

Susan Schlesinger

Margaret Senturia

Allen Stata

Naomi Stearns

Pamela Fielder Wyatt

Class of 1975
Anonymous

Jane Bartrum

Susan Berger

Donna Crank

Jane Sylvia Freed

Sara Glenn

Bonnie Joyce Hallisey

Carol Heppen Gordon

Melissa Martin Keel

Virginia Lane

Lina Lawall

Suzanne Modigliani

Jane Perlman

Donna Segreti Reilly

Helena Rocha 

Judth Server

Teresa Wirtz Shaka

Ronald Trieff

Rita Van Tassel

Marie Yannaco-Grant

Trudy Zimmerman

Class of 1976
Robert Amer

Laird Covey

Jane Coyle

Linda Gershman

Marcia Ullian Jackson

Eric Leibowitz

Doris Lyons Rothe

Andrew McCormick

Sylvia Memolo

Ellen Peck

Barbara Sachs-Freeman

Shirley Silver

Sara Stotzer

Elizabeth Van Ranst

Class of 1977
Berni Jake Antelman

H. Faye Askew-King

Jane Douglas Barna

Marcia Baxter

Sarah Bliss

JoAnne Ceccarelli-Egan

Jane Efron

Muriel Hazebrouck

Roberta Hodson

Mary Keefe

Katherine Lynch

Martha Painter

David Riley

Harriet Schley 

Richard Soricelli

Class of 1978
Anonymous

Richard Aberman

Cynthia Adamski

Crystal Marcus August

Brian Brady

Margaret Buckley

Asherah Cinnamon

James Cooney

Emilie Green

Marielaine Hegel

Lucille Jerome

Nancy Karp

Carol Lambert

Mary Pignataro

Deborah Sheehan

Paul Shelley

Class of 1979
Ilene Fruman Beckman

Cassandra Clay

Ronna Dallal

Jeanette Bradley Isakson

Abigail Lang

Rhonda Press

Andrew Seminerio

Class of 1980
Gary Bailey

Lauren Berman

Claudia Boldman*

Garland Brassfield*

Deborah Epstein Bunker

Hartwell Dowling

Leslie Feder

Carol Sue Fuller

Judith Cohn Gilberg

Mark Golden

Catherine Hess

Gwendolyn Holloway

Betty Lykins

Rosemary Hanrahan
Maher

Charlene LeFort Merritt

Meredith Scott

Carolyn Shields

Theresa Smolski

Cynthia Taska

(Continued on page 18)
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Class of 1941
Lois Johnson

Class of 1942
Vera Brown

Class of 1944
Carleton Brown

Betty Birmingham
Moorehead

James Reilly

Class of 1945
Mildred Flashman

Class of 1946
Golda Edinburg

Irma Hyman
Cecile Schwartzman

Class of 1947
Jane Davis Bose

Victoria Sears O’Gonman

Muriel Bloch Kolner Sieh

Class of 1948
Rhoda Mills

Charlotte Rubin

Class of 1949
Elizabeth Frendo

Lois Mezer

Chester Rubin

Emily Russo

Leonard Serkess

Dorothy Smith

Class of 1950
Anonymous

Estate of Willette McNary

Margaret Nichols

Rose Ruze

Class of 1951
Catherine Coleman

Kathleen Corey

Annette Schaffer Eskind

Marcia Kaplan

Earl Morris

Stanley Snyder

The Estate of Florabel
Stevens

Ruth Vehslage

Rita Schwarz Williams

Class of 1952
June Barrack

Dorothy Fahey

Mitchell Jaffe

Class of 1953
David Campbell

Camillo DeSantis

Marie Harleston

Jane McGrath

Jean Moran

John Scott

Class of 1954
James Agelopoulos

Gerald Aharonian

Amrit Barauh

Miriam Berliner

Rachel Blumenstein

Eloise Bridges

L. Daniel Carter

Byron Coparanis

Vern Drehmel

Irma Feldman

Harriet Hickey

Kendall Hobbs

Katherine Kronert

Julia Michelson

Morris Richman

Timothy Ryan

Louise Saltzman

Marcia Strean

Class of 1955
Anonymous (2)

Dorothy Allen

Shirley Lee Bean

Vasili Bellini

Shayna Gochberg

Donald Haliburton

Frances Nadash

Corinne Carr Nettleton

Millicent Scott

Cornelia Sylvester

Elinor Tirre

Class of 1956
Estelle Berley

Robert Cohen

Margaret Dwinell

James Garland

John Matsumuro

Ruth Sidel

Anne Tenney

Isabelle Wiedis

Class of 1957
Anonymous

Dorothy Corwin

Arthur Eisenberg

Paul Ephross

Richard Park

Class of 1958
Anonymous

Nancy Baker

Jeanne Ann Gill

Betty Kurkulos

Beatrice Lennon

Donald McCaul

Katherine McLaughlin

Doris Pellegrini

Class of 1959
Paul Hand

Patricia Hartung

Joyce Hutchins

Carol Johnson

Marilyn Nolan

Judith Opsahl

Roger Wilbur Phelps

Sheila Resnick

Carol Slade

Evelyn Spelman

Class of 1960
Diane Becker

Carol Klein

Phyllis Namrow

Sandra Peterson

Joan Rosenson

Moragh Lesslie Stroud 

Sally Ann Wood

Class of 1961
Anonymous

Jane Harrington

Lois Berenson Revak

Class of 1962
Pallassana Balgopal

Miriam Gross

Martha Hartman

Robert Knott, Jr.

Class of 1963
Charles Beaverson

Susan Bellinger

Catherine Buttenwieser

Malcolm Cole

Donald Vincent Fandetti

Sandra Stewart Horne

Gladys Lambert

Tobi Wax

Class of 1964
Tamara Bliss

Ann Rita Clune

Benjamin Hersey

Irving Kessler

Gypsy Lyle

Caroline Quinby McElroy

Kendall Snow

Class of 1965
Jane Deitz Adolph

Henry Borenstein

Daphne Emmet Hallowell

Class of 1966
Audra Kinner

Carole Kokolakis

Roswitha Micou Winsor

Class of 1967
Anonymous

Barbara Barshay

George Bulger

Robert Gerald Doll

Jane Eckert

Deborah Guptill

Phyllis Hersch

Benjamin Franklin Lewis

Elizabeth Rumelt

Louise Slayton

Sandra Torrielli*

Class of 1968
Jerianne Alberti

Phyllis Bausher

Patricia Darcy

Margaret Dieter

Mary Fallon

Madeline Bond Fisher

Judith Gordon

Ruth Johnston

Eleanor Nay-Chiles

Ann Ross

Karen Torop

Class of 1969
Robin Bishop Allen

Paula Budnitz

Peter Gariti

Martha Haskell

Alice Temple Hyslop

Numerous individual, corporate, and foundation gifts and grants were made to the

School between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008; this support was gratefully received

from SSW alumni, faculty, staff, students, and other friends. A number of donations

were matched by employers. We are very pleased to acknowledge each donor publicly

and have listed all contributors unless anonymity was requested. Italicized names are

those who made a gift of $500 or more. Names with an asterisk (*) are current and

former BUSSW Alumni Association Board members; those listed in bold are Dean’s

Advisory Board members.

If we have inadvertently omitted a donor, misspelled a name, or listed an incorrect 

class year, please accept our apologies and let us know by contacting Rilda Kissel at

617-353-9675 or 800-735-ALUM (both voice/TTY) or rilda@bu.edu or Ken Schulman

at 617-353-3765 or 800-735-ALUM or kschul@bu.edu.

Many thanks to all our contributors!
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Are you a BUSSW alumnus who has written a book in the past five years? Want other

social workers to read your work? Let us know! We are featuring alumni and faculty

books in our new Professional Education Program PEP2GO series, a home education

initiative that gets social workers reading books by social workers. If you would

like more information or want your book to be considered, please contact us at

pepssw@bu.edu.

Calling All Authors!
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Berthlyn Bernier*

Sukhi Bubbra*

Nadia Chamblin-Foster*

Lesley Dixon*

Jane Marie Griffin

Marcia Lewin-Berlin

Tracey Clark Lyras

Michael Novack*

Teresa Sirols

Margaret Swanson

Toni Tugenberg

Class of 1998
Jennifer Brandel*

Shawn Elizabeth Granoff

April Hackley

Kami Kato*

Babara Kondilis-
Petropoulos*

Marcia Jeanne
Richardson

Jennifer Rothenberg

James Sparks

Wendy Ann Webster

Class of 1999
Ralph Allen

Sharon Ash Tancredi*

Hilary Lynn Hodus

Katherine Lee*

Ricardo Owen Neal

Alison Beth Tarmy

Class of 2000
Genevieve Orne

Boehme*

Sharon Cruz*

Noelle Dimitri*

Marieka Farrenkopf*

Joanne Fazzano

Suzana Gertrudes

Julie Guillemin

Molly Bamberger Mazer

Allison Srinivasan

Class of 2001
Nanci Ginty Butler*

Necole Diggs*

Kathleen Egan

Sophia Henry*

Kristi Kangas*

Stephen Marcus

Doreen Reis*

Jennifer Sterling
Sentilinger*

Hanh Vinh Tran

Class of 2002
Wendy Herrick

Rebecca Mulhern*

Shauna Peet

Theresa Snowden

Sarah Soboleski

Class of 2003
Ellen Cohen

Jennifer Cooper Ubaldino

Kelly Crowley*

Catherine Ehrhardt*

Lyndsay Famariss

Elizabeth Marshall
Goodchild

Brooke Rufo Hill*

Class of 2004
Eric Lumbeleka Kamba

Theresa Moynahan*

Class of 2005
Jamie Wyatt Marshall*

Mary McCurley

Stacey Schamber

Erica Scoppetti*

Taffy Smith*

Daniel Velez-Rivera

Class of 2006
Christina Bethke*

Vernette Crooks-Allen

Monique Kerber
Doussard

Kathleen Elizabeth
Langford

Dawn Min

Jennifer Kaitlin Newman

Martin Tshitala

Laura Wagner

Class of 2007
Bridgett Bawcum

Deborah Dunbrack
Gendron

Patricia Higgins

Patty Underwood

Class of 2008
Antoinette Basuald-

Delmonico

Tracy Dagesse

Chad Majiros

Stephen Nadel

Aislynn Rodeghiero

Abigail Ross

David Sadownick

Susan Valente

Current & Former
Faculty/Staff

Anonymous (2)

Maryann Amodeo

Deanne Bonnar

Christiana Bratiotis

L. Daniel Carter (’54) 

Mena daSilva-Clark

Cassandra Clay (’79)

Mary Collins

Onelia DiCenso

Carolyn Dillon

Arthur Eisenberg (’57)

Mildred Flashman (’45)

Ruth Freedman

James Garland (’56)

Mary Gill

Reeve Goldhaber

Judith & Gary Gonyea

Edward M. Greene, Jr.
(’92)

Hubert E. Jones (’57)

Judith Kneen

Lois Levinsky (’74)

Luz Lopez

Doris McFarlin

Jordana Muroff

Judith Perlstein

Margaret D. Philbrick

Betty J. Ruth (’84)

Ken Schulman

Jackie Jenkins-Scott (’73)

Lee Staples

Gail Steketee

Wilma Peebles-Wilkins

Constance Williams (’70)

Trudy Zimmerman (’75)

Friends
Anonymous (4)

Michael Achey

Maki Amano

Margareta Breuer

Cynthia Slate Burris

Happie Byers

Peter Byers

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Carter

William Cowin

Mary Louise Dillon
Irrevocable Trust

Patrick Egan

Diane Engel

Robert Frank

Linda Hickson

Kristine Hodlin

Alfreda Hunt

Manuel Kaplan

Peter Lowy

Laura Morris

Bianca Cody Murphy

Maurice Pechet

Sonia Pinnock

Linda Rapciak

Faye Sampson Russell

Perry Russell

Arch K. Schoch IV

James Seger

Daniel Shannon

Paul Singer

Judith Stout

Lauren Wilmer

Bashie Young

Linda Zeckendorf-Lowy

Corporations &
Foundations

Alliance Consulting

American International
Group, Inc.

The Atlantic
Philanthropies (USA),
Inc.

The Bank of New York
Mellon

The Morris S. and
Florence H. Bender
Foundation

Combined Jewish
Philanthropies

Fidelity Foundation

Fidelity Investments

Elizabeth M. Frendo Trust

The Fund for Charitable
Giving

William T. Grant
Foundation

Headlands Farm

Hospice Association of
Cape Cod, Inc.

Kaitz & Siegel Geriatric
Care

Harris & Eliza Kempner
Fund

Legacy Consulting, Inc.

Lynnfield Psychological
Associates, PC

National Kidney
Foundation

Maryann L. Nowak
Revocable Trust

Obsessive Compulsive
Foundation

Philips Electronics North
America Corporation

Carl & Ruth Shapiro
Family Foundation

Sisters of Mercy, Inc.

State Street Foundation

The Textron Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Class of 1981
Anonymous

Dorothy Bergold*

Patricia Burke

Margie Cohen

Anna Daniels

Richard Dufresne

Corrine Golshirhzian

Kathleen Herbert Mislan

Jane Morgenstern

Nancy Newton

Faye Polansky

Rachel Shapiro

Diane Tukman

Class of 1982
Mark Aron

Mary Ashton

Ruth Rosen Cohen

Michelle Annette
Denniston

Sarah Brody Epstein

Harold Goldis

Debra Hannon

Richard Hassinger

Thomas LeBlanc

Cecilia Leland

Elliott Libman

Katharine Lyon

Cynthia Malia

Jean Shimer

Arlette Smith

Reva Stein

Arthur Stutz

Karen Welling 

Betsy Zazow

Class of 1983
Anonymous

Eve Beerman

Janice Dragotta

Dorothy Flash

Patricia Heyman

Bonnie Frank Hume

Sally Kaitz

Bonnie Jean Levin

Frederick James
McOsker

Gail Paris

Nancy Sanford

Lauren Solomon*

Class of 1984
Jane Anderson

Judith Babcock

Carin Kale*

Ralph Nalbandian

Christine Sommers

Patricia Stejskal*

Bryan Tucker

Class of 1985
Anonymous

Barbara Burka

Denise O’Gara Diorio

Marilyn Downs

Deon Signette Edwards

Reva Kleppel

Joan Lois Kwiatkowski

Karen Morse Marshall

Maggie Petrosky

Gregory Laird Rosenberg

Egidia Vergano

Class of 1986
Anonymous

Kristine Anderson

Louise Anne August

Patricia Beauchemin*

Susan Boudreaux

Blanche Dietz

Dorothy Gomez*

Aleta Johnson*

Rosalie Kern

Barbara Pacheco

Joan Pic

Mary Pierce

LuAnn Polk

John Rice Shesler

Cynthia Siegal

Inga Soerheide

Patricia Tuttle

Karl Weiland

Class of 1987
Anonymous

Carrie Elsie Colan

Terese Curtin

Mark Goodwin*

Ellen Boyd Harrington

Elayne Lepes

Marea Murray

Rebecca Sander*

Serena Beth Shapiro

Debra Brezniak Solomon

Elizabeth De Steel

Valerie Wilke

Class of 1988
Elizabeth Arnold*

Cynthia Choate

Tatiana Dierwechter*

Marie Gerace

Anne Greenbaum

Lynn Ann McCarthy

Douglas Medeiros

Geraldine Perry-Lopes

Katherine Scheissl

Drury Valli Spurlock

R. Kenneth Tellier

Gay Vervaet

Mary Whittaker

Rhonda Zinner

Class of 1989
Arnaa Alcon

Denise Backus

Barbara Bell Barrett

Charles Franich

Elizabeth White
McNamara

Katharine Olney

Marjorie Mae Perry

Harriet Resnicoff*

Leslie June Shapiro

Deborah Stolbach

Janie Turner

Class of 1990
Susan Bernstein

Miriam Bronstein

Maryann Wrenn Cardani

Judith Copley

Victoria Cortes-Ramirez

Anthony DeJesus*

Kathleen Eshelman

Deborah Beston Gillis

Joyce Grucan

Suzanne Klumpp

Helen Lukash

Florence Lusk*

Alan Mallas

Mary Mathias

Helen Nowak

Lisa Oren

Bruce Peters

George Samuels

Andrea Slatopolsky*

Carol Thrane*

Nora Wilcutts

Class of 1991
Jennifer Greene

Ahlijanian

Chana Rivka Bogsted

Elizabeth Burden

Pamela Charney*

Barbara Cracknell

Sara Demetry

Elfrieda Gershman

Michael Greenstein

Jessica Hale

Andrea Monderer

Brienne Superczynski

Marilyn Unger-Riepe

David Karl Willey

Donald Wilson

Class of 1992
Susan Avakian

David Belford

Regina Bower

Margery Daniels

Caroline Winslow Feely

Edward M. Greene, Jr.*

Louise Charon Jones

Ann Kenney

Lynn Peggs Nunez

Saly Pin-Riebe

Andrea Schriebman
Rudolph

Sue Ellen Schwam

Michelle Thesing*

Class of 1993
Anonymous

Daniel Boulger

Richard Cresta

Mary Ellen Foley

Christina Forbes 

Sarah Lange*

Victoria Marchand

Christine Montgomery

Teresa Pisani

Marla Richmond

Elizabeth Stookey Sunde

Judith Anne Williams

Class of 1994
Leslie Brennan

Carol Carroll

Elizabeth Carruthers 

Cindy Jo Albright Collon

Elise DeWinter
Eckelkamp

Corinne Groark

Suzanne Hauck

Sook-Hyun Kim

Eleanor Kobick-
Greenberg

Mary Victoria Lisbon

Linda Feinson Lowenthal

Charlotte Milan

Simone Beatrice Perry

Sandra Smith

Class of 1995
Anonymous

Carolyn Durst Buckley

Vivian Bussiere

Amy Cook-Wright

Susan Goldman

Linda Jenkins

Janet Sue Kazmer

Carol Rosenstein Rogers

Liza Schneiderman

Deidra Somerville*

Charlene Waldron

Gary Winter

Class of 1996
Elizabeth Waitstill

Johnson

Lewis Prouty

Diane Rosen

Nicole Young

Class of 1997
Anonymous

Katherine Abrams*

Marilyn Kayser Asher

(Continued from page 17)
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What are we doing here?

Read about BU’s successes in
2008—in and out of the class-
room and lab, in the City of
Boston, and around the globe—
and view videos about campus
life in BU’s online Annual
Report at www.bu.edu/ar.


