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**************

This course will introduce students to the classical works in sociological theory.  Major schools of sociological thought as we know them today arose out of the writings of Marx, Weber, Durkheim, and Simmel.  The key ideas and rigorous modes of analysis of each theorist will be discussed in detail, and many comparisons and contrasts will be offered throughout the semester.  Students will become familiar with the "Marxian," "Weberian," "Durkheimian" and "Simmelian" perspectives.  Both the nature of the theories and practical applications will be emphasized.  The ways in which the classical theorists help us to understand the origins of our modern world and its major features today will be stressed.

Format:

This course revolves around the lectures.  Important material will be presented in the lectures, and the instructor will make every effort to present complex and difficult theoretical perspectives in an accessible manner.  Many important connections across the various theories will be made only in the lectures.  The complicated ideas in this course will not be comprehensible from the readings alone.  For this reason attendance is mandatory. 
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Specific reading assignments are listed below.  The instructor will note in class which readings are being addressed, and when, by the lectures.  All required readings should be read in part before the corresponding lecture and in their entirety immediately after the lecture.  Also, please review your class notes immediately after each class meeting.

Grading:

The lectures, required readings, and class discussion comprise the foci of this course.  Students are expected to participate fully in all aspects of the course and will be evaluated accordingly.  Absences will be noted; more than two absences will adversely influence your grade.  Good attendance and participation will improve your grade.  As required by the CAS Dean, attendance will be taken at each class. 

Grading will be based upon four short papers (20%, 25%, 25%, and 25% of grade).  Participation will be awarded 5% plus a * .

Papers will be required on Marx, Weber, and Durkheim.  The Final paper requires an analysis of two of these theorists.  Each should be no longer than five pages (double spaced; please number pages; papers longer than five pages will not be accepted).  Paper topics lists will be distributed long before due dates.  Any topic not appearing on these lists must be approved by the instructor.  Papers must utilize the primary sources rather than the textbook or other secondary commentary.  (You are responsible to understand "primary sources.")  Proper citation and bibliographical referencing is expected.  Utilization of readings not on the syllabus is expressly prohibited (as are editions or translations other than those listed).

The due dates listed below are firm unless revised by an in-class announcement.  Late papers will lose one-half grade per day late.  Papers more than four days late will not be accepted.  Make-up papers and/or extra credit work are not permitted.  Post-semester "extra credit work" will not be accepted. 

Although drafts will not be accepted, I am available to discuss papers at all stages of their production.  Students are encouraged to describe their papers to me during my office hours and to present outlines to me.  **Please note that the Durkheim and Final papers are both due late in the semester and plan accordingly.
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Academic Integrity:

Compliance with the Boston University standards on plagiarism and all honor codes governing written work and exams is required.  See the Academic Conduct Code.  Any attempt by a student to represent the work of another as his or her own constitutes plagiarism.  Plagiarism from any source (including the internet)will not be tolerated in any form.  This includes copying or substantially restating the work of another person(s) in any written work without citing the appropriate source, or collaborating with someone in an academic endeavor without acknowledging that person's contribution.  Cases in which such conduct is suspected will be referred to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. 

Accomodation for Disability:

Anyone who needs academic assistance because of a documented disability should contact the instructor and present a letter of accommodation as soon as possible.

Books (available at the BU bookstore)

Coser, Lewis A., Masters of Sociological Thought (MST)

Durkheim, Emile, Readings from Emile Durkheim. Edited by 

 K. Thompson) (RED; revised edition 2004) 
Durkheim, Emile, The Rules of the Sociological Method.

 Edited by Steven Lukes; translated by W.D. Halls (revised

 Edition 1982) (RSM)
Marx, Karl, The Marx-Engels Reader. Edited by R. Tucker (MER)

Weber, Max, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.

 Translated and Introduced by S. Kalberg (Oxford, 2011) (PE)

 (This translation alone is permitted in this course.)

Weber, Max, Readings and Commentary on Modernity. Edited by

 S. Kalberg (RCM) 

Books should always be brought to class, as we will occasionally read selections together.  Because pagination in editions other than those listed above varies (as well as the quality of the translation), purchase of different editions and translations will hinder class discussion and are strongly discouraged.  Further readings listed below will be placed on the SO203 Blackboard website. 
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Course Schedule and Reading Assignments
I. Introduction
Jan. 20--22
   MST, pp. xvii-xxi

II. Karl Marx
Jan. 22--Feb. 19
  Introduction

    MST, chapter on Marx MST, chapter on Marx

    MER, pp. 3-6, 469-500

  a) The Materialist Conception of History


   MER, pp. 143-64, 172-75, 53-54

  b) Stages of History / The Development of the Division of

        Labor / The Modes of Production


   MER, pp. 172-93 (again), 702-07

  c) The Rise of Capitalism, its Nature, and its Internal

        Dynamics


   MER, pp. 178-86, 469-500 (again), 755-59

  d) Alienation


   MER, pp. 73-81, 133-35

  e) The Crisis of Capitalism


   MER, pp. 487, 489-91 (again), 210-17, 278-90, 706-11

  f) What Marx Wanted: the Future


   MER, pp. 218f, 193-200, 291-93, 542-48

  g) The Radical Tradition: Marx

Paper on Marx Due
Thurs., Feb. 26
III. Max Weber
Feb. 24--March 26
  Introduction

     RCM, pp. xv-xxx, 1-48


MST, pp. 234-60
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    a) The Protestant Ethic Thesis I: The Protestant Ethic and
       the Spirit of Capitalism
       PE, pp. 67-138, 158-79, 416-28


  optional: PE, pp. 8-63, 251-71



       RCM, pp. 69-71, 107-10, 347-52




    b) The Protestant Ethic Thesis II: The Protestant Sects in

        America


     PE, pp. 209-32



optional: PE, pp. 183-202





RCM, pp. 69-74

    c) The Political Culture of American Democracy


  RCM, pp. 277-89, 142-46


  optional: PE, pp. 202-06 



       RCM, pp. 273-76, 367-75

    d) The Uniqueness and Rise of Modern Capitalism


   optional: RCM, pp. 27-37 [again]



        PE, pp. 207-08


  1) Modern Capitalism's Uniqueness



PE, pp. 233-50



RCM, pp. 64-67, 130-139



optional:
RCM, pp. 49-52, 121-24, 221-24, 353-56


  2) The Rise of Modern Capitalism



The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism with
          Other Writings on the Rise of the West (PERW), edited

          by S. Kalberg, pp. 397-99, 413-24 [see course

           Blackboard]



RCM, p. 125-29



optional:
PERW, pp. 313-48 [see course Blackboard]

    e) The Circumscription of Ethical Action in the Modern World



RCM, pp. 251-71



optional: RCM, pp. 245-50, 357-60



1) Civilized Man's "Meaninglessness," Science, and the



   "Disenchantment of the World"




RCM, pp. 321-27, 337-43




optional: S. Kalberg, "Utilizing Max Weber's 'Iron

                Cage' to Define the Past, Present, and Future of

                the American Political Culture" [see course

                 Blackboard]
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  f) "Race" and the Complexity of the Concept of Ethnicity,

      and Heredity



RCM, pp. 297-313



optional: RCM, pp. 291-96

  g) Social Science: Weber's Methodology


     RCM, pp. 139-41, 315-20; MST, pp. 217-26



optional: RCM, pp. 8-26, 37-41 [again]



1) Ethical Neutrality and the Aim of Science




RCM, pp. 328-36



2) The Ideal Type




"Objectivity," pp. 89-93 [see course Blackboard]




Economy and Society, pp. 19-22 [on Blackboard]



3) Subjective Meaning and the Four Types of Action



   Economy and Society, pp. 4-7, 22-26 [on Blackboard]



4) "Carrier Strata" and "Ideas"



    PERW,"Main Concepts," pp. 238-43 [on Blackboard]




 S. Kalberg, "The Past and Present Influence of




  World Views" 

  h) Familiar and Important Sociological Concepts

     Originating from Max Weber 



1) The Power / Authority Distinction; Inequality




RCM, pp. 179-193




optional: RCM, pp. 173-74



2) Three Types of Authority: Traditional, Charismatic,

             and Bureaucratic




RCM, pp. 194-216




optional: RCM, pp. 174-78, 361-66; MST, pp. 230-33


     3) Charisma and its Routinization



     RCM, pp. 217-20.


 

optional: RCM, pp. 187-77 (again)



4) The Distinction Between Class and Status




RCM, pp. 151-62




optional: RCM, pp. 147-50





     MST, pp. 228-30

Paper on Weber Due
Thurs., April 2
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IV. Emile Durkheim
March 26--April 16
    MST, chapter on Durkheim


    optional: RED, pp. 1-10

   a) From The Division of Labor in Society 

 RED, pp. 23-52

   b) From Suicide

 RED, pp. 81-105 
   c) On Sociology and "The Rules of Sociological Method"


 RSM, pp. 51-4, 59, 69-72, 81-3, 98-103
   d) The Elementary Forms of Religious Life

 RED, pp. 107-15


 Elementary Forms, pp. 246-60 [on blackboard site]


 RED, pp. 122-25

   e) From Professional Ethics and Civic Morals 


  and Moral Education
       RED, pp. 129-48, 166-70

Paper on Durkheim Due
Thurs., April 23
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V. Georg Simmel
April 21-23

 MST, chapter on Simmel


"The Stranger" [on blackboard]


"The Metropolis and Mental Life" [on blackboard]

VI. Review 
April 28--30
Final Paper Due
5pm, May 4
