
 

Combined Doctor of Occupational Therapy/PhD in Rehabilitation 

Sciences (OTD/PhD) Curriculum 
 

 Fall Spring Summer 
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OTD: 16 credits of on-campus 
entry-level OTD courses 

SAR-OT589 Orientation to 
Practice (0cr) 

PhD: Mentored research: 
Work in research lab with PhD 
Program faculty 5 hrs/week  

OTD-1 Spring (on-campus,  18cr): 
SAR-OT501 Integrative Seminar 

2 & LIFW (2cr) 
SAR-OT524 Intro to the OT 

Process (4cr) 
SAR-OT538 Assistive Technology 

(2cr) 
SAR-OT556 Neuroscience for OT 

(4cr) 
SAR-OT562 Learning & Behavior 

Change (4cr) 
SAR-OT620 Evidence-Based 

Practice 2 (2cr)  
 
 
Mentored research: 
Work in research lab with PhD 
Program faculty 5 hrs/week 

OTD-1 Summer (on-
line, 8cr, 14wk): 

SAR-OT940 Social, 
Economic &  
Political Factors 
that Influence  
Occupational 
Therapy Practice 
(4cr)  

SAR-OT942 Health & 
Wellness  
Promotion (4cr) 

 
 
 
 
RS910 Directed 
Reading with primary 
PhD mentor (2 credits)  
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OTD-2 Fall (on-campus, 18cr): 
SAR-OT502 Integrative 

Seminar 3 & LIFW (4cr) 
SAR-OT563 Contexts that 

Influence OT Practice 
(2cr) 

SAR-OT564 Skills for 
Occupation Based Pract 
(4cr) 

SAR-OT621 Evidence-Based 
Practice 3 (4cr) 

SAR-OT568 Occupation-
Based Practice for 
Individuals (4cr) 

 
Mentored research: 
Work in research lab with 
PhD Program faculty 5 
hrs/week 

OTD-2 Spring (on-campus,  16cr): 
SAR-OT530 Occupation-Based 

Pract w Groups & LIFW (4cr) 
SAR-OT565 Skills for Occupation 

Based Pract 2 (4cr) 
SAR-OT586 Professional Service 

Mgt (4cr) 
SAR-OT590 Level II Field Exp Sem 

& Fee (0cr) 
SAR-OT943 Professional 

Development Sem  (4cr) 
 
Mentored research: 
Work in research lab with PhD 
Program faculty 5 hrs/week 

OTD-2 Summer (on-
line, 8cr, 14wk): 

SAR-OT944 Needs 
Assessment &  
Program 
Development  (4cr) 

SAR-OT945 Clinical 
Theory                
Development and 
Analysis (4cr) 

 
 
 
 
RS910 Directed 
Reading with primary 
PhD mentor (2 credits)  



 Fall Spring Summer 

 ● Level II Fieldwork: No student may start LIIFW until all required professional courses have been 
completed with an acceptable grade (C), the minimum cumulative GPA (3.0+) is achieved, and 
professional behavior and technical standards are met. All students must complete LIIFW within 
24 months of finishing their required professional courses work. 
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OTD-3 Fall – LIIFW (0cr):  
SAR-OT593 Level II Field 

Experience I (0cr) 

OTD-3 Spring - LIIFW (0cr) and 
on-line (2cr, 7wk):  

SAR-OT594 Level II Field 
Experience II (0cr) 

SAR-OT946 Preparation for 
Doctoral Experiential 
Component (7 weeks: 2cr) 

OTD-3 Summer (online, 
6cr, 16wk): 

SAR-OT949 Doc 
Experiential Comp  
– 16 wks in 
situation of practice 
(0cr) 

SAR-OT947 Mentored 
studies in Doc 
Experiential Comp 
(4cr) 

SAR-OT948 Mentored 
Doc Experiential 
Dissemination (2cr) 

 ● 

Earn Entry-level Doctor of Occupational Therapy (OTD) after completion of Level II Fieldwork and 
Doctoral Experiential Component requirements and within 5 years from initial matriculation. A 
minimum total of 92 graduate-level credits from courses numbered 500+ is required for the 
Entry-level OTD degree. 
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PhD-1 Fall 
GRS-MA614 Statistical 

Methods II (4 cr) 
SAR-RS650 Foundations of 

Rehabilitation Sciences 
(2cr) 

SAR RS 890 Doctoral Seminar 
in Rehab Sciences (1cr) 

SAR-RS870 Emerging Topics in 
Rehabilitation Sciences 
(2cr) 

7-9 credits Elective(s)* such as 
SPH SB721(3 cr), GRS PS847: 
Atypical Development (4 
credits) 
 
Total 16-18 credits 
 

PhD-1 Spring 
GRS -MA684 Multivariate Analysis 

(4 cr) 
SAR RS 750 Research Design (4 cr) 
SAR RS 890 Doctoral Seminar in 

Rehab Sciences (1cr) 
SAR-RS870 Emerging Topics in 

Rehabilitation Sciences (2cr) 
5-7 credits Elective(s)* such as 

SSW SR 906 Qualitative 
Research Methods 

 
 
 
 
Total 16-18 credits 

PhD-2 Summer 
Continued mentorship 
with PhD Program 
faculty (20hrs/week 
paid)   
 
 
Option: 2 to 4 credit 
elective toward PhD 
program 

 
 
 
 
 
Total 2-4 credits 
optional 
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PhD-2 Fall 
SAR RS 890 Doctoral Seminar 

in Rehab Sciences (1 cr) 
SAR-RS920 Comprehensive 
exam (1 cr) 

 

PhD-2 Spring 
SAR-RS920 Comprehensive exam 
(1 cr) 

SAR RS 890 Doctoral Seminar in 
Rehab Sciences (1 cr) 

SAR-RS930 Dissertation  

PhD-2 Summer 
Continued mentorship 
with PhD Program 
faculty (20hrs/week 
paid)   
 



 Fall Spring Summer 

Elective(s) if needed: e.g., 
SSW SR 907 Advanced 
Qualitative Research Methods 
(4 cr) 
 
Total 2 credits 
 

Proposal Development (1 cr)  
 
 
 
 
Total 2 credits 
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PhD-3 Fall 
SAR-RS940 Dissertation 
research (1 cr) 
SAR RS 890 Doctoral Seminar 

in Rehab Sciences (1cr) 
 
Total 2 credits 

PhD-3 Spring 
SAR-RS940 Dissertation research 
(1 cr) 
SAR RS 890 Doctoral Seminar in 

Rehab Sciences (1cr) 
 
 
Total 2 credits 
 

PhD-3 Summer 
SAR-RS940 Dissertation 
research (1 cr) 
 
 
 
Continued mentorship 
with PhD Program 
faculty (20hrs/week 
paid)   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


