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ASSESSMENT OF WAR-RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE TO THE i
DESERT SURFACE OF KUWAIT. :m
EL-BAZ, Farguk, Center for Remote Sensing, Boston B ol
University, Boston MA 02215; BEAUMONT, Nicola and St

SIMONSOM, Johm, Environmental Management, Ltd.,

Cxford, England:; MURAD, Ahmed, Kuwait 01l Cempany,

Al Ahmadi, Kuwailt.
Agsgesamant of the environmental damage to the desert surface
of Kuwait was conducted in the eourse of evaluating damage
to the aparationel area of Kuwair 0il Company dus to the
Gulf War. The assessment was based on the interpretation of
Landsat Thematic Mapper and SPOT images as supplemented by
fiald measuremsnts and cbhservations.

Estimates of affected land areas (in square kilometers)
include the following: surface areas affected by land mines
and post-war clesrance of mines and unexpleded ordnance
[3,330); areas covered by oil and soot frem expladed oil
wells [943): areas where desert shrubs were destroyed (500);
surface areas covered by oil lakes (4%.1); areas modified
by sand pits around ail well heads, bunkers in the ail
fields, and vehicle tracks and new rcads in the open desect
[9.3).

The total surface areas damaged by war-related
activities is 5,446.4, which is 30.6% of Kuwait's total
surface area of 17,318 square kilometers. Utilized metheds
and technigues are applicable to the assessment of damage
due to natural or man-made causes in similar environments.
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