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SUMMARY

Nearly every university in the Arab World has a
department of geology that is usually part of a faculty of
-sclence. Geology is taught as a four-year curriculum that
is similar to, and usually more advanced than, those of
American or European universities. For this reason, a
graduate from most Arab universities in geologqy can be
favorably compared to any other graduate in developed
countries. Most Arab university graduates that seek
graduate studies abroad perform admirably because of the

guantity and quality of their basic geologic knowledge.

In the Arab World, undergraduate education is geology
begins with the basics of Earth science and evolves to
encompass separately taught subjects, including but not
limited to: cartography, crystallography, mineralogy,
petrolegy, stratigraphy, and tectonics. In most Arab
countries, a course is added about local geclogy. The
number of graduates is so large that it usually excesds

the market demand.

From a cursory glance, geolocgical education in Arab
universities appears adequate for the preparation of needed
experts. However, it is lacking in many aspects of training
students for the job market of the future in a highly
competitive environment, which requires much more than

familiarity with the basics of the science. For this



reason, my comments will be directed at the potential for

future improvement of geological education in Arab uni-

versities along the following points:

1.

Broadening the knowledge base

Unlike most universities in the United States, which
teach geology as part of a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)
program, geclogy in the Arab World is taught as part
of a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc) program. This causes
an over-emphasis on the sciences and the exclusion of
other important subjects. For example, a geology student
may graduate without having to éass any courses in the

humanities.

Such a knowledge gap tends to limit the wision and
imagination of undergraduate students in the sciences
in general and geology in particular. Visualization,
that is taught in courses in literature; color appre-
ciation, which is part of art courses; and the skill
to communicate, that is taught in English courses are
but a few of the topics that could benefit every graduate
in geology. Thus, broadening the base of knowledge of
students of geclogy in other fields would produce
graduates that are better suited to the demands of

today's job market.






