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Geoarchelogocial Investigations in Hiw, Egypt

Hiw is a village in Upper Egypt, about 8 km southeast of Nag Hammadi.
Located at the bend where the Nile shifts its course to east-west, Hiw was
known as Diospolis Parva in Greco-Roman times,

From the data of Sir Flinders Petrie, who excavated in 2 16 km stretch of
low desert between Hiw and Semaineh in 1898=1899, it has been estimated
that the Hiw region was one of the largest centers of population in Predy-
nastic Egypt, ca. 4000-3000 B.C. A recently obtained Landsar Thematic
Mapper image suggests that areas where Petrie located Predynastic villages
may still be undisturbed by vultivation. However, roads and irrigation
canals are being extended into the area for a new land reclamation project.

Compared to the large body of mortuary data, there is very little evi-
dence of Predynastic settlements, from which we can extract information
about subsistence and the economy, and changes in these through time.
Hiw may have some of the few remaining settlement sites from Predynastic
Egypt.

Major field work and studies of the Predynastic period have been under-
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taken in the regions of Magada and Hierakonpolis, as well as surveys for
Predynastic and Early Dynastic sites in the Abydos region. It is important
1o tie these regional studies inte a larger configuration and/or netwaork with
Hiw providing key data. Hiw may have been a node in the shortest (over-
land) route berween the major centers at Thebes and Nagada and Abydos
and the pases of the Western Desert. Thus, it may have been an important
center for trade and exchange. Evidence for regional connections and cen-
ters of craft production are investigated.

Geparcheological investigations at Predynastic sites in the Hiw region
include the mapping of major geomorphologic units (pediments and Nile
terraces) and the determination of the Pleistocene and Holocene lithostra-
tigraphic units and correlation with those identified elsewhere in the Nile
Valley. Postoccupational changes of sites, particularly by wadi erosion and
destruction of Nile floods, are examined,

Working with the known pottery tvpologiss, surface samples of sherds
may determine period(s) of occupation and extent of sites. In addition, any
evidence of stratified occupational sites, which are rare for the Predynas-
tic, are recorded.,

Field investigations to be conducted in May 1989 include the selection of
sites to be mapped in detail using remote sensing instruments, including a
conductivity meter and a magnetometer. These instruments are expected 1o
reveal buried extensions of the exposed sites, so that anv future excavations
would be done on the basis of 2 more complete understanding of the sites,

1-86



‘* Abstracts |

Volume 1 of 3

-
International
Geological Congress

[}
a—

Washington, D.C. USA
July 9-19, 1989







