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Faroug E1-Baz

Historically and geoqraphically, the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan occupies a special place in the Arab
World . Under the visionary leadership of His Majesty
King Hussein, Jordan has played a leading role in foster-
ing cooperation among nations in both intra-regional and
inter-regional contexts. It is, therefore, not a matter
of chance that we are here to discuss the third develop-
ment plan of Jordan in an expertly-planned and wide-

opened forum.

To my knnﬂledge,_this is the first international
conference on a national development plan. It is a
unique event. The concept originated in the mind of His
Royal Highness Crown Prince Al-Hassan, who is blessed
with unusual vision and imagination combined with personal
and intellectual courage. In doing so, he set forth an
example to be followed not only in the Arab World and
Southwest Asia, but also throughout the developiny

countries.
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Because the road that we stand upon is a pioneer's
way, traveling upon it is a learning process for both the
planners of the 1986-1990 economic development and the
commentators. The plan is practically suitable for
development on both the east and west banks of the River
Jordan. The seven overall targets of the plan are all
inclusive and allow the introduction of new ideas and
thrusts. One of its foremost features is the degree of

emphasis on science and technology.

This emphasis on science and technology is an
illustration of the recognition by Jordan that development
must follow modern trends in order to reach new heights.
This in itself requires that the development must be
considered in a regional as well as an international
context. For example, in his speech to the conference,

His Majesty King Hussein stated that: "Relations with the
countries of the European Economic Community and northern
Europe are strong: there is constructive cooperation in many
areas, especially in the transfer of technolegy, in science,

education, industry, and agriculture”.

As Jordan opens its arms to this type of regional

and international cooperation it has preparsd itself well.
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Today the educational system in Jordan is quite capable of
producing the necessary members of trained personnel. The
four universities in Jordan are among the best in the
region, and the Royal Scientific Society adds a component
of research ability. Other organizations such as the
Jordan Geographic Center, the Water Authority and so on

also have first class facilities for research and study.

The availability of these institutions places Jordan
in a distinguished position among the countries of the
region. It alsoc allows the planning for a significant role
for science and technology by performing:

1= Basic scientific research to invent new products or

methods and techniques.
2 Applied research to solve problems of agricultural
and/or industrial production.

3. Training of personnel for technical skills that are

required in Jordan as well as in neighbouring countries.

In eddition to what has been done in Jordan to

encourage basic scientific research, other opportunities






