A SPECIAL ISSUE ON EARTH SCIENCE: THE VIEW FROM 74

astrogeology

Eu::m the results of the last Apolio
lunar expedition, we get a story that
extends earlier findings and consoli-
dates today's version of the Moon's
surface history. Geologist Jack Schmitt
and 2 Apollo 17 crewmates explored
Vallis Taurus-Littrow on the south-
eastern rim of Mare Serenitatis, The
valley floor there is one of the darkest
units on the lunar surface and is
bounded to the north and south by
two 2-km terra massifs (Ceotimes,
November 1972, page 14).

" 2, Taurus-Littrow Valley, the sixth and
_ last lunar site to be explored by an Apollo
crew. After the Apollo 17 landing (top),
the LM cast a long shadow over the basal-
tic rocks of the valley floor; on the hori-
zon are highland massifs and sculptured
hills. At the end of the mission (bottom)
the shadow had receded, exposing Rover
tire marks and astronaut footprints.






