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FOREWORD

Throughout history men have wondered and dreamed ahout
the landscape of the distant Moon. The initial step in detailed
knowledge of our nearest neighbor occurred with the invention
of the telescope. A larger step came with the advent of the space
age. Automated spacecraft have provided us photography of
virtually the entire lunar surface supplemented with other types
of data from a few discrete points. These spacecraft have paved
the way men are now following.

A dedicated Government-industry team placed five successful
Lunar Orbiters into close orbits about the Moon in as many
attempts. Thousands of photographs were returned giving
reality to the dreams of centuries. Some show areas smooth
enough for initial manned landings: others reveal a fascinating
variety of features for future exploration missions. Some answer
ancient scientific questions; others raise new questions.

This book contains a selected compilation of Lunar Orbiter
photographs that clearly illustrates the heterogeneous nature of
the lunar surface. Many features shown are similar to those
found on Earth: others have no terrestrial counterpart. By
comparing the similarities and contrasting the differences, we
can hope to understand better our own planet and to recognize
possible implications for the origin of the solar system. Increased
understanding may profoundly affect our philosophic view of
ourselves and our place in nature. There may also be benefits
directly affecting our well-being.

The largest step of all in our search for answers is manned
exploration directly on the lunar surface. Included in this book
are the photographic guideposts that have been and are being
used to plan the most ambitious travels man has vet undertaken.
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