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Personal	
  
	
  
Born	
  May	
  1,	
  1939,	
  St.	
  Louis,	
  Missouri,	
  U.S.A.	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Married	
  to	
  Elizabeth	
  E.	
  Neville,	
  artist,	
  1963	
  

Children:	
  	
  Gwendolyn	
  (deceased),	
  Naomi	
  Louise	
  Neville	
  Rothermel,	
  Leonora	
  Alice	
  
Neville	
  Rhody	
  
Grandchildren:	
  Gwendolyn	
  Rose	
  Rothermel,	
  Mary	
  Louise	
  Rothermel,	
  Anselm	
  
Lewis	
  Neville-­‐Rhody,	
  Evangeline	
  Joy	
  Neville-­‐Rhody	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Education	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Public	
  Schools,	
  St.	
  Louis,	
  Missouri	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  B.A.	
  	
  	
  magna	
  cum	
  laude,	
  Yale	
  University,	
  1960	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  M.A.	
  	
  	
  Yale	
  University,	
  1962	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ph.D.	
  	
  Yale	
  University,	
  1963	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  D.D.	
  	
  	
  Lehigh	
  University,	
  1993	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  Doctoris	
  honoris	
  causa.	
  Russian	
  Academy	
  of	
  Sciences,	
  
	
   	
   	
   Institute	
  of	
  Far	
  Eastern	
  Studies,	
  1996	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

Academic	
  Appointments	
  
	
  
196l-­‐63	
  	
  Assistant-­‐in-­‐Instruction,	
  Department	
  of	
  	
  Philosophy,	
  Yale	
  University,	
  New	
  
Haven,	
  Connecticut.	
  
	
  
1963-­‐65	
  	
  Instructor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Philosophy,	
  Yale	
  University.	
  
	
  
1964-­‐65	
  	
  Visiting	
  Lecturer	
  in	
  	
  Education	
  and	
  Visiting	
  Instructor	
  in	
  Philosophy,	
  Wesleyan	
  
University,	
  Middletown,	
  Connecticut,	
  part	
  time.	
  
	
  
1965-­‐68	
  	
  Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Philosophy,	
  Fordham	
  University,	
  Bronx,	
  
New	
  York.	
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1968-­‐73	
  	
  Associate	
  Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Philosophy,	
  Fordham	
  University.	
  On	
  leave	
  
1971-­‐73.	
  
	
  
1971-­‐73	
  	
  Associate	
  for	
  the	
  Behavioral	
  Sciences,	
  Institute	
  of	
  Society,	
  Ethics	
  and	
  the	
  Life	
  
Sciences	
  (The	
  Hastings	
  Center),	
  Hastings-­‐on	
  Hudson,	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  Half	
  time.	
  
	
  
1971-­‐74	
  	
  Associate	
  Professor	
  of	
  Philosophy,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  College	
  at	
  
Purchase.	
  Half	
  time	
  1971-­‐1973.	
  
	
  
1974-­‐77	
  	
  Professor	
  of	
  	
  Philosophy,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  College	
  at	
  Purchase.	
  
	
  
1977-­‐78	
  	
  Sabbatical.	
  	
  Adjunct	
  Professor	
  of	
  Religious	
  Studies	
  and	
  Research	
  Professor	
  at	
  
the	
  SUNY	
  Research	
  Foundation,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  at	
  Stony	
  Brook.	
  
	
  
1978-­‐87	
  	
  Professor	
  of	
  Philosophy	
  and	
  Professor	
  of	
  Religious	
  Studies,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  
New	
  York	
  at	
  Stony	
  Brook.	
  
	
  
1987-­‐	
  	
  	
  	
  Professor	
  of	
  Philosophy,	
  Religion,	
  and	
  Theology	
  in	
  the	
  Departments	
  of	
  Religion	
  
and	
  Philosophy,	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  School	
  of	
  Theology,	
  Boston	
  University,	
  Boston,	
  
Massachusetts.	
  
	
  

	
  
Administrative	
  Responsibilities	
  

	
  
1966-­‐70	
  	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Philosophy	
  (Director	
  of	
  Undergraduate	
  
Studies),	
  Fordham	
  University.	
  
	
  
1971-­‐73	
  	
  Staff	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Behavior	
  Control	
  Task	
  Force,	
  Institute	
  of	
  Society,	
  Ethics,	
  
and	
  the	
  Life	
  Sciences.	
  
	
  
1971-­‐77	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Study	
  in	
  Philosophy,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  College	
  
at	
  Purchase.	
  
	
  
1973-­‐74	
  	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Faculty,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  College	
  at	
  Purchase.	
  
	
  
1975-­‐76	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Middle	
  States	
  Accreditation	
  Self-­‐Study,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  
York	
  College	
  at	
  Purchase.	
  
	
  
1976-­‐77	
  	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Freshman	
  Program,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  College	
  at	
  
Purchase.	
  
	
  
1978-­‐82	
  	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Program	
  in	
  Religious	
  Studies	
  and	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Center	
  for	
  
Religious	
  Studies,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  at	
  Stony	
  Brook.	
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1979-­‐82	
  	
  Member	
  and	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Editorial	
  Board,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  Press.	
  
	
  
1981-­‐1982	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Senate,	
  College	
  of	
  Arts	
  and	
  Sciences,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  
York	
  at	
  Stony	
  Brook.	
  
	
  
1981-­‐83	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Curriculum	
  Reform,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  at	
  Stony	
  Brook.	
  
	
  
1982-­‐85	
  	
  Dean	
  of	
  Humanities	
  and	
  Fine	
  Arts,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  at	
  Stony	
  Brook.	
  
	
  
1986-­‐87	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Religious	
  Studies	
  and	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Center	
  for	
  
Religious	
  Studies,	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  at	
  Stony	
  Brook.	
  
	
  
1987-­‐88	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Religion,	
  Boston	
  University.	
  
	
  
1987-­‐89	
  	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Graduate	
  Division	
  of	
  Religious	
  and	
  Theological	
  Studies,	
  Boston	
  
University.	
  
	
  
1988-­‐2003 Dean,	
  Boston	
  University	
  School	
  of	
  Theology.	
  
	
  
2003-­‐2006	
  Dean	
  of	
  Marsh	
  Chapel	
  and	
  Chaplain	
  of	
  the	
  University,	
  Boston	
  University.	
  
	
  
2005-­‐2009	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Danielsen	
  Institute,	
  Boston	
  University.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  1974-­‐75	
  	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  Chancellor's	
  Award	
  for	
  Excellence	
  in	
  
Teaching.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  Memberships	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ordained	
  Deacon	
  (1963)	
  and	
  Elder	
  (1966)	
  in	
  The	
  United	
  Methodist	
  Church	
  (Missouri	
  
Annual	
  Conference;	
  retired	
  2011);	
  American	
  Philosophical	
  Association;	
  American	
  
Academy	
  of	
  Religion;	
  American	
  Theological	
  Society;	
  New	
  Haven	
  Theological	
  Discussion	
  
Group;	
  Society	
  for	
  Studies	
  of	
  Process	
  Philosophies;	
  Process	
  and	
  Praxis	
  Group;	
  The	
  
Institute	
  of	
  Society,	
  Ethics	
  and	
  the	
  Life	
  Sciences	
  (Fellow,	
  1973-­‐1992);	
  The	
  New	
  York	
  
Philosophy	
  Club;	
  The	
  New	
  York	
  Metaphysical	
  Seminar;	
  Boston	
  Theological	
  Society;	
  The	
  
Society	
  of	
  Philosophers	
  in	
  America;	
  the	
  Buddhist-­‐Christian	
  Dialogue	
  Group;	
  the	
  
Confucian-­‐Christian	
  Dialogue	
  Group;	
  The	
  Highlands	
  Institute	
  for	
  American	
  Religious	
  and	
  
Philosophic	
  Thought.	
  	
  (Not	
  all	
  of	
  these	
  are	
  current,	
  nor	
  are	
  all	
  memberships	
  listed.)	
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Offices	
  in	
  Professional	
  Societies	
  
	
  
1968-­‐88	
  	
  Coordinator	
  (one	
  of	
  three)	
  of	
  the	
  Society	
  for	
  Studies	
  of	
  Process	
  Philosophies.	
  
	
  
1977-­‐79	
  	
  Coordinator	
  of	
  the	
  Process	
  and	
  Praxis	
  Group.	
  
	
  
1978-­‐79	
  	
  Member,	
  the	
  Program	
  Committee	
  of	
  the	
  Metaphysical	
  Society	
  of	
  America.	
  
	
  
1978-­‐81	
  	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  Program	
  Committee,	
  American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Religion.	
  
	
  
1979-­‐82	
  	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  Council	
  (Executive	
  Committee),	
  The	
  Metaphysical	
  Society	
  of	
  
America.	
  
	
  
1979-­‐80	
  	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  Program	
  Committee,	
  American	
  Theological	
  Society.	
  
	
  
1980-­‐83	
  	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  Executive	
  Committee,	
  American	
  Theological	
  Society.	
  
	
  
1981-­‐93,	
  1995-­‐98	
  	
  Member	
  ex	
  officio	
  of	
  the	
  Executive	
  Committee	
  and	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  
Directors,	
  American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Religion.	
  	
  
	
  
1981-­‐83	
  	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  Nominating	
  Committee,	
  American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Religion,	
  Chair	
  
in	
  1981	
  and	
  1983.	
  
	
  
1982-­‐84	
  	
  Member,	
  Committee	
  on	
  Publications	
  and	
  Research,	
  American	
  Philosophical	
  
Association.	
  
	
  
1983-­‐85	
  	
  Member,	
  the	
  Executive	
  Committee,	
  Eastern	
  Division	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  
Philosophical	
  Association.	
  
	
  
1983-­‐89,	
  1995-­‐98,	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Committee	
  on	
  Research	
  and	
  Scholarship,	
  American	
  
Academy	
  of	
  Religion.	
  
	
  
1983-­‐92	
  	
  Member,	
  The	
  Long	
  Range	
  Planning	
  and	
  Development	
  Committee,	
  American	
  
Academy	
  of	
  Religion.	
  
	
  
1986-­‐89	
  	
  Member,	
  the	
  Steering	
  Committee	
  of	
  the	
  Section	
  on	
  Philosophy	
  of	
  Religion,	
  
American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Religion.	
  
	
  
1986-­‐87	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Program	
  Committee,	
  Metaphysical	
  Society	
  of	
  America.	
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1986-­‐88	
  	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Program	
  Committee	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Theological	
  Society	
  to	
  plan	
  
the	
  1988	
  and	
  1989	
  meetings.	
  
	
  
1987-­‐89	
  	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  to	
  the	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  
Philosophical	
  Association.	
  
	
  
1988-­‐89	
  	
  President,	
  Metaphysical	
  Society	
  of	
  America.	
  
	
  
1988-­‐2003	
  Trustee,	
  The	
  Boston	
  Theological	
  Institute;	
  Treasurer	
  in	
  1989-­‐90,	
  Vice	
  
President	
  in	
  1990-­‐91,	
  President	
  in	
  1991-­‐92.	
  	
  Treasurer	
  in	
  1996-­‐97,	
  Vice	
  President	
  in	
  
1997-­‐98,	
  President	
  in	
  1998-­‐99.	
  
	
  
1988-­‐2003	
  Trustee,	
  The	
  Beacon	
  Trust.	
  
	
  
1989-­‐98	
  Trustee,	
  The	
  Ella	
  Lyman	
  Cabot	
  Trust.	
  
	
  
1991-­‐2010	
  Director	
  	
  (one	
  of	
  five),	
  the	
  Hocking-­‐Cabot	
  Trust.	
  
	
  
1990-­‐92	
  	
  Vice-­‐President,	
  President-­‐elect,	
  and	
  President,	
  American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Religion.	
  
	
  
1992-­‐93	
  	
  President,	
  The	
  International	
  Society	
  for	
  Chinese	
  Philosophy.	
  
	
  
1993-­‐98	
  	
  Co-­‐Director	
  of	
  the	
  Twentieth	
  World	
  Congress	
  of	
  Philosophy	
  in	
  Boston,	
  1998.	
  
	
  
2004-­‐	
   Member	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  The	
  International	
  Society	
  for	
  Comparative	
  Studies	
  of	
  
Chinese	
  and	
  Western	
  Philosophy.	
  
	
  
2004-­‐09	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  Consultative	
  Committee	
  of	
  the	
  International	
  Confucian	
  
Association.	
  
	
  
2005-­‐06 President,	
  American	
  Theological	
  Society.	
  
	
  
2008-­‐12	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Highlands	
  Institute	
  for	
  American	
  Religious	
  and	
  Philosophical	
  
Thought.	
  

	
  
	
  

Editorial	
  Responsibilities	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  editorial	
  boards	
  of	
  The	
  Journal	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Religion,	
  	
  
Sophia,	
  Journal	
  of	
  Confucian	
  Cultural	
  Studies,	
  The	
  Pluralist,	
  International	
  Journal	
  of	
  Sino-­‐
Western	
  Studies,	
  Dao,	
  Journal	
  of	
  East-­‐West	
  Thought	
  (Advisory	
  Board),	
  International	
  
Society	
  for	
  Comparative	
  Studies	
  of	
  Chinese	
  and	
  Western	
  Philosophy.	
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Associate	
  Editor	
  for	
  Behavioral	
  and	
  Neurological	
  Articles,	
  The	
  Encyclopedia	
  of	
  Bioethics.	
  	
  
	
  
Editor	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  Press	
  Series	
  in	
  Philosophy	
  1979-­‐88,	
  in	
  
Systematic	
  Philosophy	
  1979-­‐99,	
  and	
  in	
  Religious	
  Studies	
  1979-­‐88.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Grants	
  (Principal	
  Investigator)	
  
	
  

“School	
  of	
  Theology	
  Library	
  Planning	
  Grant,”	
  5814-­‐7,	
  The	
  Henry	
  Luce	
  Foundation,	
  Inc.,	
  
12/1/93	
  to	
  8/31/99.	
  $50,000.	
  
	
  
“Cross-­‐Cultural	
  Religious	
  Ideas,”	
  9415-­‐5,	
  The	
  National	
  Endowment	
  for	
  the	
  Humanities,	
  
9/1/95	
  to	
  8/31/98.	
  $460,000.	
  
	
  
“Cross-­‐Cultural	
  Religious	
  Ideas,”	
  9404-­‐5,	
  The	
  Henry	
  Luce	
  Foundation,	
  Inc.,	
  8/1/95	
  to	
  
8/31/99.	
  	
  $240,000.	
  
	
  
“Conference	
  Series	
  at	
  the	
  Center	
  for	
  Millennial	
  Studies,”	
  6042-­‐7,	
  Lilly	
  Endowment,	
  Inc.,	
  
9/1/98	
  to	
  12/1/02.	
  	
  $331,372.	
  
	
  
“School	
  of	
  Theology	
  Practical	
  Theology	
  Project,”	
  The	
  Lilly	
  Endowment,	
  Inc.,	
  12/1/98	
  -­‐-­‐.	
  
$1,496,736.	
  	
  
	
  
“Children’s	
  Religious	
  Education	
  Assessment,”	
  (Karen-­‐Marie	
  Yust,	
  Visiting	
  Research	
  
Associate)	
  3909-­‐5.	
  $203,885.	
  
	
  
“Religious	
  and	
  Psychological	
  Well-­‐Being,”	
  9873-­‐5/9943-­‐5/9944-­‐5/9945-­‐5.	
  The	
  
Metanexus	
  Institute.	
  	
  2007-­‐2010,	
  $330,000.	
  
	
  
“Adolescent	
  Health	
  Risk,”	
  Center	
  for	
  Practical	
  Theology,	
  Boston	
  University.	
  	
  2008,	
  
$5,000.	
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  Daimon:	
  Segments	
  of	
  a	
  Religious	
  Inquiry.	
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  Albany:	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  Press,	
  1996.	
  
	
  



9 

15.	
  The	
  God	
  Who	
  Beckons:	
  Theology	
  in	
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  Symbolic	
  Engagement.	
  Cambridge:	
  Cambridge	
  
University	
  Press,	
  2001.	
  
	
  
18.	
  Religion	
  in	
  Late	
  Modernity.	
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  Theology:	
  Theology	
  as	
  Symbolic	
  Engagement.	
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  Albany,	
  NY:	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  
York	
  Press,	
  2009.	
  

Reviewed	
  by	
  C.	
  Wesley	
  DeMarco	
  in	
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  Harmony:	
  The	
  Integration	
  of	
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   15.	
  "The	
  Impossibility	
  of	
  Whitehead's	
  God	
  for	
  Theology,"	
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194-­‐198.	
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  "The	
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  of	
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  and	
  
Philosophic	
  Method,"	
  Process	
  Studies,	
  2	
  (Fall	
  1972),	
  49-­‐67.	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   23.	
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  "Contemporary	
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  of	
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  International	
  Philosophical	
  Quarterly,	
  12/1	
  (March	
  1972),	
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  and	
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  Comments	
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  in	
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  by	
  Robert	
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  for	
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  of	
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  A	
  New	
  Model,"	
  with	
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  Should	
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  383-­‐402.	
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