
 
 2 

Georgia State University, 1993-94. 
Research Assistance Grant, ACremation in America,@ American Academy of Religion, 

1992-93. 
Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities, 1984-90. 
Frederick Sheldon and Sinclair Kennedy Traveling Fellowships (India), 1988-89. 
Lilly Endowment Research Grants, 1987-90. 
Distinction in General Ph.D. Examinations, 1987. 
Phi Beta Kappa, 1981. 
L.B.J. Legislative Intern, Gerry Studds, U.S. House of Representatives, 1981. 

 
GRANTS 

"A Nation of Religions: The Politics of Pluralism in Multireligious America," Two-year 
grant from the Smith-Richardson Foundation to fund two workshops and a book, 2001-
2003. $148,000.  Co-investigator with Peter Berger. 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
TEACHING 
 Full Professor, Department of Religion, Boston University, September 2004-present. 

Associate Professor, Department of Religion, Boston University, September 2000-
present.  Assistant Professor, Department of Religion, January 1996-1999.  Courses 
include:  AAsian Religions in America,@ ABuddhism in America,@ AHinduism in 
America,@ "American Religion,” “Religions of the World:  Eastern,@ ADeath and 
Immortality,@ “New Religious Movements,” and AJesus in America.@ 
 
Visiting Capps Professor, Walter H. Capps Center for the Study of Religion and Public 
Life, Department of Religion, University of California, Santa Barbara, Spring Semester, 
2003.  Taught a seminar on “The Politics of Religious Pluralism in the United States.” 

 
Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy (Religious Studies Program), Georgia 
State University, Fall 1990-Winter 1995.  Courses included:  AWorld Religions,@ 
ATheories of Religion,@ AReligion in America,@ AAfrican-American Religion,@ 
AWomen and Religion,@ AHistory of Christian Thought (Modern Period),@ ANew 
Testament,@ AEastern Religion and Philosophy,@ AReligious Issues in Death, Dying, and 
the Afterlife.@ 

 
Visiting Lecturer, Religious Studies & American Studies, Yale College, Spring 1990.  

 
Instructor, Study of Religion, Harvard University, Spring 1988. 

 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION   AREAS OF COMPETENCE 
American Religious History    Asian Religions/World Religions   
Asian Religions in the United States   Theory and Method in Religious Studies 
Death in American Life    African-American Religious History   

Islam in the United States 
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EDITORIAL 
Editorial Board, Religion and American Culture: A Journal of Interpretation, 2001-. 
Editorial Board, Journal of Global Buddhism, 1999-. 
Editorial Consultant, Nova Religio, 1999-. 
Editorial Consultant, Harvard Theological Review, 1990-2000. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Boston University 
Department of Religion:  Chair, Fall 2003-;  Acting Chair, Summer-Fall 2001;  Director of  
 Undergraduate Studies, Fall 1996-Spring 1999. 
Division of Religious and Theological Studies:  Director, Fall 2003-;  Associate Director  
 (admissions/placement), Fall 2000-Spring 2002. 
College of Arts and Sciences, Humanities Curriculum Committee, Fall 1996-Spring 1999 (Chair,  
 Fall 1998-Spring 1999). 
 
Georgia State University 
University-wide:  Program Implementation Committee, University Apartments Project  
 (Olympics Housing) (1992-93). 
Faculty of Arts & Sciences:  Improvement of Instruction Committee (1994-95) and Committee  
 on the Bachelor's in Interdisciplinary Studies (1992-93). 
Department of Philosophy:  Executive Committee (1994-95, 1992-93), Curriculum Committee  

(1994-95), Chair Evaluation Committee (1994-95), Salary Advisory Committee (1993-
95), Executive Committee (1992-93), Library Acquisitions Committee (1990-93), 
Library Serials Committee (1992-93), Committee on Student Assessment (1992-94), 
Committee on Majors' Assessment (1992-94), Secretary of Department (1990-1992), Ad 
Hoc Committee on Religious Studies (1990-95). 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
BOOKS 

American Jesus:  How the Son of God Became a National Icon.  New York:  Farrar, 
Straus & Giroux, 2003. 

 
The Encyclopedia of American Religious History.  Second edition, revised.  New York: 
Facts on File, Inc.  2002.  Co-author with Edward Queen II. 

 
Purified by Fire: A History of Cremation in America.  Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 2001.   

 
Asian Religions in America:  A Documentary History.  New York:  Oxford University 
Press, 1999.  Co-edited with Thomas A. Tweed. 

 
The White Buddhist:  The Asian Odyssey of Henry Steel Olcott.  Religion in North 
America Series.  Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 1996).  Also published in the 
Bibliotheca Indo-Buddhica Series.  Delhi, India:  Sri Satguru Publications, 1997. 
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The Encyclopedia of American Religious History.  New York:  Facts on File, Inc., 1996.  
Co-author with Gardiner Shattuck and Edward Queen II. 
 

DISSERTATION 
AHenry Steel Olcott and the Construction of 'Protestant Buddhism'.@  Adviser:  William 
R. Hutchison, Charles Warren Professor of the History of Religion in America, Harvard 
Divinity School.  Readers:  Diana Eck and David Hall. 

 
SCHOLARLY ARTICLES 

“Belief Unbracketed:  A Case for the Religion Scholar To Reveal More of Where He or 
She is Coming From,” Harvard Divinity Bulletin 32.2 (Winter/Spring 2004), 10-11.  (See 
also “Four Responses to ‘Belief Unbracketed,” Harvard Divinity Bulletin 32.3 (Fall 
2004), 16-18.) 

 
“Telophase Society,” forthcoming in Encyclopedia of Cremation. 
 
“Cremation, USA in Twentieth Century,” forthcoming in Encyclopedia of Cremation. 

 
“Catholics and ‘Nones’:  The Demography of New England Religion,” forthcoming in 
Andrew Walsh, ed., New England:  Steady Habits Changing Slowly (Alta Mira Press). 
 
"Asian Religions," forthcoming in Burt Feintuch and David H. Watters, eds., 
Encyclopedia of New England Culture (Yale University Press). 

 
"Buddhism in America," in Gary Laderman and Luis Leon, eds., Religion and American 
Cultures:  An Encyclopedia of Religions, Diversity, and Popular Expressions (Santa 
Barbara, Calif.:  ABC-CLIO, 2003), 47-55. 
 
"Hinduphilia and Hinduphobia in American Culture," in Anna Lannstrom, ed., The 
Stranger’s Religion:  Fascination and Fear (Notre Dame, Ind.:  University of Notre 
Dame Press, 2004). 
 
“Henry Steel Olcott,” forthcoming in Encyclopedia of Religion (2d ed., Macmillan). 

 
AThe Cremation versus Burial Debate,@ Colleen McDannell, ed., Religions of the United 
States in Practice (Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 2001), 1.492-503. 

 
AMother India's Scandalous Swamis,@ in Colleen McDannell, ed., Religions of the 
United States in Practice (Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 2001), volume 2. 

 
AIslam,@ in Paul Boyer, ed., The Oxford Companion to United States History (New 
York:  Oxford University Press, 2001), 396-97. 
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"Cremation," in  Wade Clark Roof, ed., Contemporary American Religion (New York: 
Macmillan, 2000), I.158-59. 

 
"Hinduism," in  Wade Clark Roof, ed., Contemporary American Religion (New York: 
Macmillan, 2000), I.302-304. 

 
ACremation American Style:  Consumers' Last Rites,@ in Marjorie Garber and Rebecca 
Walkowitz, One Nation Under God?:  Religion in Contemporary America (New York:  
Routledge, 1999), 184-207. 

 
ALived Religion and the Dead:  The Cremation Movement in Gilded Age America,@ in 
David D. Hall, Lived Religion in America:  Toward a History of Practice (Princeton:  
Princeton University Press, 1997), 92-115. 

 
AIntroduction,@ Carole Tonkinson, ed., Big Sky Mind:  Buddhism and the Beat 
Generation (New York:  Riverhead, 1995), 1-20. 

 
ATheosophy=s Sinner/Saint:  Recent Books on Madame Blavatsky,@ Religious Studies 
Review 23.2 (July 1997). 

 
AHenry Steel Olcott and 'Protestant Buddhism,'@ Journal of the American Academy of 
Religion 63.2 (1996), 281-302. 
 
AHenry Steel Olcott, Anagarika Dharmapala, and the Maha Bodhi Society,@ 
Theosophical History 6.3 (July 1996), 96-106. 

 
AConjuring Race,@ in Linda Bell and David Blumenfeld, eds., Overcoming Racism and 
Sexism (Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield, 1995), 103-112. 

 
AHenry Steel Olcott, Anagarika Dharmapala and the Development of the Maha Bodhi 
Society,@ in P. C. Roy, ed. Maha Bodhi Society Centenary Celebrations:  Souvenir 
(Bodh Gaya, India:  Maha Bodhi Society, 1993), 17-27. 

 
AFrom Spiritualism to Theosophy:  'Uplifting' a Democratic Tradition,@ Religion and 
American Culture:  A Journal of Interpretation 3.2 (Summer 1993), 197-216. 

 
AOn the Holy Road:  The Beat Movement as Spiritual Protest,@ Harvard Theological 
Review 84:2 (April 1991) 205-22. 

 
POPULAR ARTICLES AND OP-ED PIECES 
 “Beheading and Shock,” NPR’s “All Things Considered” commentary, July 1, 2004. 

http://www.npr.org/features/feature.php?wfId=3081029 
 

“The Pop Pope,” Colors 61 (Summer 2004).  
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http://www.colorsmagazine.com/issues/colors61/11.php 
 

“Why is The Passion of the Christ So Controversial,” Slate.com six-part exchange with 
Robert Alter,  February 26-March 2, 2004.  
http://slate.msn.com/id/2095946/entry/2096295/ 

 
 “All That Blood,” Wall Street Journal (February 27, 2004), W15. 

http://www.opinionjournal.com/taste/?id=110004748 
 
“Personal Jesus,” New York Times Magazine (February 22, 2004). 

 
 “Troubled Passion,” Boston Globe (“Ideas” section) (February 22, 2004), D5.  
 

“Hindus for Jesus,” beliefnet.com (December 13, 2003), 
http://www.beliefnet.com/story/97/story_9719_1.html. 

 
"To Live and Die in Gwinnett County: Religious Diversity in America," in Exploring 
Religious Diversity: A Poll Conducted for Religion and Ethics Newsweekly and U.S. 
News and World Report (New York:  Mitofsky International and Edison Media Research, 
2002), 22-24.  Also published online with Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (April 26, 
2002), http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week534/webexclusive.html. 

 
"A History of Cremation in America," American Funeral Director 125.9 (September 
2002), 28-32, 118-19. 

 
"Interview with Professor Prothero," Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (September 6, 
2002), http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week601/prothero.html. 

 
"When Barnstable's Flag Was the Union Jack," Cape Cod Times (June 26, 2002), A12. 
 
"Bodies in Limbo," Christian Century (March 13-20, 2002), 6-7. 

 
"Love Bombs at Home," Wall Street Journal (December 14, 2001), W21. 

 http://www.opinionjournal.com/taste/?id=95001596 
 

"Remembering the Dead," Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (October 26, 2001), 
http://www.thirteen.org/religionandethics/week508/sprothero.html. 

 
"Rhode Island Should Let Sikhs Be Sikhs," Providence Journal (October 15, 2001).
 
"Educate Americans about World's Religions," Cape Cod Times (September 22, 2001). 

 
"Intolerance Deeply Rooted in Ignorance of Religions," Arizona Republic (September 18, 
2001). 
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"Sifting the Ashes," Wall Street Journal (April 21, 2001). 
http://www.opinionjournal.com/taste/?id=90000500 

 
"What Would Buddha Do?"  Chicago Sun-Times (March 10, 2001). 

 
"Boomer Buddhism."  Salon (February 26, 2001), 
http://www.salon.com/books/feature/2001/02/26/buddhism/index.html 

 
"Al Gore's Last Test," Cape Cod Times, November 13, 2000, A14. 

 
"Skulls in the Closet."  Salon, January 21, 2000, 
http://www.salon.com/books/it/2000/01/21/bones/index.html. 

 
"Spiritual, Not Religious."  Bostonia (Winter, 1999-2000). 

 
ABuddha Chic.@  Salon (May 24, 1997),  
http://www.salon.com/may97/news/news2970524.html. 

 
ATimothy Leary is Dead and Well and Blasting Through Outer Space.@  Salon (April 22, 
1997), http://www.salon.com/april97/news/newsreal970422.html. 

 
AThe Good Shepherd,@ Tricycle:  The Buddhist Review (Winter 1997), 44-48. 

 
AThe White Buddhist:  Henry Steel Olcott and the Sinhalese Buddhist Revival,@ 
Tricycle:  The Buddhist Review 6.1 (Fall 1996), 13-19. 
 
AH.S. Olcott:  Liberal Protestant Buddhist,@ The Quest 9.3 (Autumn 1996), 14-20. 

 
AA Pilgrimage to Chimayo,@ Harvard Divinity Bulletin 21:2 (1991), 10-15. 

 
BOOK REVIEWS 

“Bad Science, Misplaced Faith,” Wall Street Journal (April 22, 2004), D10.   Review of 
Christine Rosen, Preaching Eugenics. 

 
“Marketing the Messiah,” Washington Post (April 18, 2004), BW9.  Review of Heather 
Hendershot, Shaking the World for Jesus:  Media and Conservative Evangelical Culture 
and Amy Johnson Frykholm, Rapture Culture:  Left Behind in Evangelical America. 

 
“They Had More Than a Dream,” Wall Street Journal (January 14, 2004), D10.  Review 
of David L. Chappell, A Stone of Hope:  Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow.  
  
“Through Eastern Eyes:  The Dharma Comes to America,” Tricycle:  The Buddhist 
Review (Spring 2004), pp. 98-100.  Review of Judith Snodgrass, Presenting Japanese 
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Buddhism to the West:  Orientalism, Occidentalism, and the Columbian Exposition. 
 
“Zealous No More,” Wall Street Journal (September 3, 2003), D4.  Review of Alan 
Wolfe, The Transformation of American Religion. 

  
"More than Fire and Brimstone," Wall Street Journal (December 17, 2002), D8.  Review 
of Mark A. Noll, America's God: From Jonathan Edwards to Abraham Lincoln. 

 
"In the Shadow of the Wall," Wall Street Journal (July 30, 2002), D10.  Review of Philip 
Hamburger, Separation of Church and State.   

 
John Suiter, Poets on the Peaks: Gary Snyder, Philip Whalen and Jack Kerouac in the 
North Cascades, in Tricycle: The Buddhist Review, (Summer 2002), 80-81. 
 
Samuel C. Heilman, When a Jew Dies, in Christian Century (February 27-March 6, 
2002), 43. 

 
"Church Spires and Minarets," Wall Street Journal (June 20, 2001).  Review of Diana L. 
Eck, A New Religious America. 

 
Stephen Ambrose, Nothing Like it in the World.  Salon (September 5, 2000), 
http://www.salon.com/books/review/2000/09/05/ambrose/index.html. 

 
Richard W. Fox, Trials of Intimacy.  Salon (December 15, 1999),  
http://www.salon.com/books/review/1999/12/15/fox/index.html. 

 
Diana Eck, On Common Ground: World Religions in America (CD-ROM; New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1996), in Church History 68.3 (September 1999), 174-75. 

 
Bret E. Carroll, Spiritualism in Antebellum America (Bloomington:  Indiana University 
Press, 1997), in Church History 68.1 (March 1999), 205-207. 

 
Gary Laderman, The Sacred Remains:  American Attitudes Toward Death, 1799-1883 
(New Haven:  Yale University Press, 1996), in Winterthur Portfolio (1998), 91-94. 

 
Robert Thurman, Inner Revolution, in Salon (March 30, 1998), 
http://www.salon.com/books/1998/03/30review.html. 

 
Richard Kyle, The New Age Movement in American Culture (Lanham, MD:  University 
Press of America, 1995), in Church History 66.4 (December 1997), 879-80. 

 
Jack Kerouac, Some of the Dharma, in Salon (November 17, 1997), 
http://www.salon.com/books/sneaks/1997/11/17review.html. 
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Numerous Booknotes in Religious Studies Review. 
 
PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS 

“The Changing Face of Christianity in America,” James Madison University, September 
21, 2004, Harrisonburg, Pennsylvania. 
 
“Jesus in America,” Massachusetts Bible Society, September 15, 2004, Boston, 
Massachusetts.  

 
“Religious Literacy,” Ideas Boston 2004 conference, June 8, 2004, Federal Reserve 
Bank, Boston, Massachusetts. 
 

 “Cremation in America,” Forest Hills Cemetery, May 15, 2004, Boston, Massachusetts. 
 
 “American Jesus,” Orleans Methodist Church, May 10, 2004, Orleans, Massachusettts. 
 
 “Cremation in America,” Green-Wood Cemetery, May 1, 2004, Brooklyn, New York. 
  

“American Jesus,” Algonquin Club, April 7, 2004, Boston, Massachusetts. 
 

“American Jesus,” Emmanuel Church (Episcopal), Boston, MA, March 28, 2004 
 

“Mel Gibson’s ‘The Passion of the Christ,” Religion Students Association discussion 
(with Professor Deeana Klepper), Boston University, March 18, 2004. 

 
“American Individualism & Spirituality:  Transforming Religion, Transforming Jesus,” 
panel conversation with Alan Wolfe in “America the Spiritual” series, Mary Baker Eddy 
Library, Boston, Massachusetts, February 26, 2004. 

 
“American Jesus:  How the Son of God Became a National Icon,” Boisi Center for 
Religion & American Public Life, Boston College, February 10, 2004. 

 
“From Churchyards to Memorial Parks:  Cemeteries and Funeral Rituals in America,” 
Forest Lawn Museum symposium, Hollywood Hills, California, November 1, 2003. 

 
“Purified by Fire:  A History of Cremation,” Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, 
Mass., September 30, 2003. 

 
 “Funeral Customs of Asian Religions,” New Jersey State Funeral Directors Association, 

 Atlantic City, New Jersey, September 18, 2003. 
 

“Cremation and the Memorial Ideal,” Arizona Funeral Directors Association/Arizona 
Cemetery Association, Scottsdale, Arizona, June 6, 2003. 
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“Jains in the American Context,” Jain Studies Conference, Department of Religious 
Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara, May 31, 2003. 
 
Roundtable participant, “The Future of Religious Pluralism,” Religious Pluralism in 
Southern California conference, Walter H. Capps Center for the Study of Religion in 
Public Life, University of California, Santa Barbara, May 10, 2003. 
 
“American Jesus,” School of Religion, Claremont Graduate University, Claremont, 
California. 
 
“American Jesus,” American Religions Study Group, University of California, Santa 
Barbara, May, 2003. 

 
“Cremation,” Michigan Funeral Directors Association, Grand Rapids, Michigan, May 6, 
2003. 

 
“Cremation in American History,” Interment Association of California, Century City, 
California, March 27, 2003. 
 
"History of Cremation and Contemporary Trends," Cremation Association of North 
America, Southern Pines, North Carolina, March 12, 2003. 

 
"Louisa May Olcott and Transcendentalism," The Wing School, Sandwich, 
Massachusetts, March 5, 2003. 
 
“The Changing Faces of Jesus,” Colgate University, Hamilton, New York, March 3, 
2003. 
 
"Maps and American Religious History," The Wing School, Sandwich, Massachusetts, 
December 10, 2002. 
 
"Hinduphilia and Hinduphobia in American Culture," part of lecture series on "The 
Stranger's Religion: Fascination and Fear," Institute for Philosophy and Religion, Boston 
University, October 30, 2002. 

 
"Islam in America," Retired Clergy Association of Cape Cod, Sandwich, Massachusetts,  
September 19, 2002. 

 
"Multireligious America," The American Studies Institute on Religion and Society in 
Contemporary America, Boisi Center for Religion and American Public Life, Boston 
College, September 17, 2002. 

 
"Cremation in America: From Birth to Boom," Cremation Association of North America 
Annual Confererence, Boston, August 17, 2002.   
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"Cremation in American History," Worcester Historical Society, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, April 18, 2002. 

 
"Ignoring the Rites of Passage Paradigm," American Academy of Religion Annual 
Meeting (Ritual Studies Group), Denver, Colorado, November 18, 2001. 

 
"Keynote Address," New Member Induction Ceremony, Golden Key International 
Honour Society, Boston University, October 21, 2001. 

 
"Buddhism in America," Religion Newswriters' Association, Annual Convention, 
Boston, September 19, 2001. 

 
Response to Diana Eck, ACommon Ground and Religious Pluralism,@ Congress 2000: 
The Future of the Study of Religion, Boston University, September 2000. 

 
ACremation or Burial?@Adult Forum, First Lutheran Church, Sandwich, Massachusetts, 
April 30, 2000. 

 
"Crazy for Love: Hinduism and the Ole Bull Case," American Academy of Religion 
Annual Meeting (Special Topics Forum), November 2000. 

 
AChristianity and Asian Religions,@ Adult Forum, First Lutheran Church, Sandwich, 
Massachusetts, September 26, 1999. 

 
ATeaching the Religion in America Course,@ New World Colloquium, Harvard Divinity 
School, December 1, 1998. 

 
"Asian Religions in America," Institute for the Study of Economic Culture, Boston 
University, November 11, 1998. 
 
AThe Episcopal Church in American History,@ St. Peter's Episcopal Church, Osterville, 
Massachusetts, December 1998. 

 
ACremation American Style:  Consumers' Last Rites,@ One Nation Under God?  Religion 
in Contemporary America conference, Center for Literary and Cultural Studies, Harvard 
University, November 1997. 

 
Panel respondent, Buddhism in America:  Methods and Findings in Recent Scholarship 
conference, Harvard University, May 1997. 

 
Panel respondent, Transient and Permanent:  The Transcendentalist Movement and its 
Contexts conference, Center for the Study of New England History, Massachusetts 
Historical Society, May 16, 1997. 
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AIs Religion Hazardous to Your Health?@  An Undergraduate Religion Students 
Association panel on the Heaven's Gate suicides (with Professor David Eckel), Boston 
University, April 18, 1997. 

 
AFreedom of Religion?:  Recent Court Cases,@ Midday Series, Old South Meeting 
House, Boston, Massachusetts, January 1997. 

 
AThe Cremation Debate in Gilded Age America:  Death and Its Denials,@ American 
Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (North American Religions Section), Chicago, 
November 1994. 

 
ALived Religion and the Dead:  Popular Resistance to The Cremation Movement in 
Gilded Age America,@ Lived Religion in America conference, Harvard Divinity School, 
September 1994. 

 
AReligion, Gender and Sexuality Among the Beats,@ The Beat Generation:  Legacy and 
Celebration conference, New York University, May 1994. 

 
ASacred Space as Spiritual Autobiography:  Howard Finster's 'Paradise Garden,'@ 
American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (Arts, Literature, and Religion Section), 
Washington, D.C., November 1993. 

 
AReligion, Gender and Sexuality Among the Beats,@ American Academy of Religion 
Annual Meeting (Arts, Literature, and Religion Section), San Francisco, November 1992. 

 
ATheosophists as Insiders:  Thoughts on Rerouting the American Religious 
Mainstream,@ American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (North American 
Religion Section), Kansas City, Missouri, November 1991. 

 
AConserving Race Through Conjure,@ Symposium on Racism and Sexism:  Differences 
and Connections, Georgia State University, Atlanta, Georgia, May 4, 1991. 

 
AIs There a 'Protestant Buddhism' in American Culture?,@ American Academy of 
Religion New England Meeting, Amherst, Massachusetts, May 1990. 

 
A'Creolization' and 'Syncretism' in American Religious History:  Notes on Applying the 
African-American Paradigm to the Asian-American Experience,@ paper delivered at the 
American Academy of Religion New England Meeting, Amherst, Massachusetts, March 
1990. 

 
AIs There a 'Protestant Buddhism' in the United States?:  An Inquiry into 
Japanese/American Religious Syncretism,@ The Protestant Establishment in American 
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Culture conference, Harvard Divinity School, January 1990. 
 

AThe Meaning of Henry Steel Olcott:  A Study in the Persistence of the Protestant 
Establishment,@ The Protestant Establishment in American Culture conference, Harvard 
University, May 1988. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Mentor, Young Scholars in American Religion Program, Center for the Study of Religion 
and American Culture, Indiana University/Purdue University at Indianapolis, 2003-2004. 
 
Member, Steering Committee, North American Religions Section, American Academy of 
Religion, 2002-present. 
 
National Television:  “McLaughlin One on One,” PBS, April 11, 2004;  “Today,” NBC, 
April 7, 2004;  Fox News Network, “The Big Story”, January 9, 2004. 

 
Radio:  Appearances on “All Things Considered,” National Public Radio, “To the Best of 
Our Knowledge,” National Public Radio, “On Point,” National Public Radio, “The 
Connection,” National Public Radio, “Special Coverage,” National Public Radio, “Radio 
Times,” National Public Radio (WHYY), “The Todd Mundt Show,” National Public 
Radio (Michigan Radio), “The Exchange,” New Hampshire Public Radio,  “Radio-
active,” KRCL (Salt Lake City), “On Second Thought,” WFPL (Louisville, Kentucky), 
“Open Line,” WOSU-AM (Columbus, Ohio), “Michelangelo Signorile Show,” Sirius 
Satellite Radio, “The Bob Dutko Show,” WMUZ (Detroit), “Airtalk,” KPCC (Los 
Angeles), “Nightcall,” WRIF (Detroit), “Bloomberg Simply Put,” Bloomberg Radio 
(New York). 

 
Television: Interviewed on air on “Taboo,” National Geographic Channel, November 3, 
2003;  Religion and Ethics Newsweekly, "Sacred Space," September 6, 2002; Religion 
and Ethics Newsweekly, "Tensions in American Buddhism" (September 14, 2001);   
FilmRoos, ADeath Rituals,@ A & E, Spring 1996.  Consultant, "Modern Marvels: 
Cemeteries," Actuality Productions, History Channel, November 2001;  Advisory Board, 
AOne Nation Under God,@ NEH-funded multimedia documentary project, South Park 
Productions, Inc., Santa Monica, California, 1999-present. 
  
Consultant, AThe Changing Role of Religion in American Life,@ National Humanities 
Center, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, May and October 1998.  Sponsored by 
The Rockefeller Foundation. 

 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Member of American Academy of Religion, American Society of Church History, The 
Historical Society, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. 

 
REFERENCES 
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Professor Catherine Albanese, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Professor Diana Eck, Harvard University 
Professor William Hutchison, Harvard Divinity School 
Professor Gary Laderman, Emory University 
Professor Thomas Tweed, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill  
 


