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JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM: 
INTRODUCTION TO INTERRELIGIOUS ENGAGEMENT 

TEC 3950-Fall 2011, Online course 

Professors: Rachel Mikva, Najeeba Syeed-Miller, Susan Thistlethwaite 

 
 

GOALS:  
1. Provide theoretical and theological foundations for consideration of pluralism 

and other inclusive approaches to our interreligious context.   

2. Educate students about the beliefs, practices and communities of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. 

3. Model and transmit critical skills, ethics, and sensitivities in interfaith 
engagement. 

4. Articulate a vision for the value of interfaith partnerships, and develop 
leadership strategies to establish, sustain and advance interreligious 
engagements. 
 

ASSIGNMENTS: 
1. Online postings and participation (40% of your grade).  You are expected to 

post thoughtful reflections on the weekly readings and presentations, to 
engage your classmates constructively and productively, and to submit other 
required postings in a timely manner.  A rubric for assessment can be found on 
our Moodle site in the document, ―What makes a good post or response?‖         

2. Case study of our multifaith context (20% of your grade).  Details of the 
assignment are in a separate Moodle document.  Sample cases and guidelines 
for creating a case study, provided by the Pluralism Project, are also posted on 
Moodle.    DUE OCT. 16; FEEDBACK FOR CASE STUDY BUDDY DUE OCT. 30. 

3. Interfaith Field Experience.  You are required to search out and participate in 
study, worship or other activity within another faith tradition, and to submit a 
3-4 page reflection paper.  The assessment will be folded into your online 
posting and participation grade.  Details of the assignment are in a separate 
Moodle document.  Reflection is DUE NOVEMBER 30.   

4. Final project: Design a usable interfaith engagement project for your 
community, described and analyzed in an 8-10-page paper. (30% of your grade).  
Details of the assignment are in a separate Moodle document.   DUE DEC. 11. 

5. Course e-portfolio (10% of your grade).  You are to create a virtual notebook of 
sorts, collecting your postings (along with helpful responses), important quotes 
and sources, web links, other bibliographic resources, etc.  It is a collection of 
and reflection on your most significant learnings in this course.  The final entry 
is a 3- to 5-page essay describing what you have learned and what you want to 
do with it.  Details of the assignment are in a separate Moodle document.     
DUE DECEMBER 16.             
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SCHEDULE: 
Although there will be occasional exceptions, this is the regular rhythm of the course:  

1. Check the weekly assignment, do the assigned reading, review the 
lecture/presentation. 

2. By WEDNESDAY AT 8AM, post your weekly reflection(s).  Some weeks there will 
be specific questions that you need to incorporate into your response. 

3. By FRIDAY AT 8AM, post responses to at least 3 of your classmates‘ comments. 
 You are responding to content, not evaluating their contribution. 
Conversations will frequently continue beyond the deadline, which is good, but 
the initial postings and responses need to be on time. 

The early morning deadlines are for those who work late into the night; the idea is 
that the material must be posted before the professors get up in the morning to look 
at it! 
 
EVALUATION: 
Evaluation of your work in online classes is similar to those in physical classrooms.  
The major elements are: class attendance; mastery of the material including lectures, 
readings and other resources; incisive use of those materials in your weekly posts, 
comments on other students‘ posts, and other assignments; and completing the 
assignments by the date they are due. 

―Mastery‖ of the material is key to getting an A or B in the class; this means that you 
have not only read, listened and watched, but you have internalized the information 
enough to use it in an informed and critical manner.   

―Class attendance‖ means going regularly on the Moodle site; reviewing lectures, 
PowerPoints and other a/v materials; doing the required reading and posting.  (FYI: 
Moodle does track this information.)  Class attendance also includes participating in 
live chats for the full time of the chat and engaging in an appropriate manner (i.e. 
listening or, when invited, discussing).   
    If you need to miss class for a week, you should email the professors in advance. 
 ―I‘m going to the Australian outback and there will be no Internet‖ etc. One of the 
advantages of online education is that you mostly set your own schedule, but weekly 
consistency in keeping up with the material is required because, just as in physical 
classrooms, you will be interacting with professors and classmates in a time-sensitive 
fashion. 

―Completing assignments on time‖ is important for this course to achieve its goals, 
especially the weekly postings.  That really means 8 a.m. (which is already an 
extension from the night before).  Late assignments will be marked down unless you 
received an extension from one of the professors.  THERE WILL BE NO INCOMPLETES 
GIVEN IN THIS CLASS. 

If you have concerns about the course, please contact one of the professors.  You may 
also consult the student handbook.  
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OFFICE HOURS: 
There are several models for ―office hours‖ in an online class. CTS students who are 
on campus can see Professors Mikva and Thistlethwaite in their offices by 
appointment.  Professor Syeed-Miller is telecommuting, so she and the other two 
professors are available for email consultations, or by email appointment for a phone 
call with one of them.   
 
REQUIRED BOOKS: 

You should purchase these books on-line in advance of the semester.  Do not panic at 
the number; we are reading only sections of each, but fair use requires their 
purchase.  We have tried to keep costs down, and have noted the price range from 
used-new, with electronic texts usually somewhere in between.  We advise you to 
shop carefully, acquiring less expensive versions when feasible.   

Given that the course addresses three traditions from a multi-disciplinary perspective, 
there is a lot to read and view.  It will be a challenging and we hope very rewarding 
journey together. 

1.  Rebecca Alpert, Whose Torah? A Concise Guide to Progressive Judaism      ($1-2)       
(New Press, 2008) 

2.  Eugene Borowitz, Liberal Judaism (Union for Reform Judaism, 1984)          ($1-16) 

3.  James Forbes, Whose Gospel? A Concise Guide to Progressive          ($6-18) 
Protestantism (New Press, 2010)   [pp not yet assigned]            

4.  Howard Greenstein, Judaism: An Eternal Covenant (Wipf & Stock, 2006)    ($10-21) 

5.  Bud Heckman and Rori Picker Neiss, eds. Interactive Faith                ($10-13) 
(Skylight Paths, 2010) 

6.  Paul Knitter, ed. The Myth of Religious Superiority (Orbis, 2005)           ($3-20)   

7.  Ingrid Mattson, The Story of the Qur‟an: Its History & Place in Muslim Life($15-21) 
(Blackwell Publishing, 2008)     

8.  Kate McCarthy, Interfaith Encounters in America (Rutgers, 2007)       ($16-23) 

9.  Seyyed Hossain Nasr, Islam: Religion, History and Civilization          ($2-12) 
(HarperOne, 2002) 

10.  Jonathan Sacks, The Dignity of Difference (Continuum, 2003)                   ($3-13) 

11.  Omid Safi, ed., Progressive Muslims: On Justice, Gender and Pluralism     ($3-20) 
(OneWorld, 2003)                                

12.  David Smock, ed., Interfaith Dialogue and Peacebuilding (USIP, 2002)        ($3-5) 

13.  Jane Smith, Muslims, Christians & the Challenge of Interfaith Dialogue  ($12-30) 
(Oxford University Press, 2007) 
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  UNIT 1: Introduction and Theoretical Foundations of Interfaith Engagement       

 
Week 1:  Sept 6 -- Our journey together begins     [Admin: Mikva] 
Who are the people traveling together on this journey?  How will the course proceed? 
What are the ground rules and expectations? What technological capacities do you 
need to have in order to participate?   

What do we mean by “interfaith” and other terms that get bandied about in these 
conversations?  What is our interest in and experience with interreligious 
engagement?  What sort of interfaith resources are out there already on the web? 
What kind of “engagements” do we find?   
 
1.  View recorded video conference Week 1, ―Interreligious Engagement.‖  
Your professors share a little bit about themselves and begin discussion of our major 
themes.  

2.  Community building and storytelling (mentioned in summer welcome letter): 

A. Please fill out your Moodle profile, including a real picture of you.  This will 
help us build our classroom of ―real people‖ even though we are meeting in 
cyberspace.  You will find the professors‘ Moodle profiles already available.   

B. Also please post a personal story of interfaith ―engagement‖ of any sort 
(positive or negative, planned or accidental, etc.), along with a brief reflection 
about its meaning or significance.  Put yourself into the shoes of each key party 
to begin developing your ―perspective-taking‖ skills.   

3.  Review the Syllabus in its entirety.  Always check the Moodle page for up-to-date 
assignment information.  Questions about specific sessions should be directed to that 
week‘s administrator.  As we progress, read carefully to make sure you complete 
assignments correctly.  The syllabus is multi-faceted, multi-faith, multi-media. 

4.  Netiquette.  There is a document on Moodle called ―Netiquette‖ in Week 1 
materials; it was attached to the summer welcome letter as well.  Please review it 
carefully.  

5.  Review the E-portfolio document and decide how your will approach this 
assignment.  You can revise your organizational strategy as you go, but the more 
thoughtful your original set-up, the more time you may save down the road.  The 
assignment includes this week‘s work, so go ahead and begin. 

6. Terminology.  Review the ―Lexicon‖ document carefully and post a brief reflection 
in our forum. Please discuss these questions along with others that seem worthwhile 
to you.   (Note: You should assume that questions which appear to require single word 
answers also expect you to discuss your responses.)  

A. Can you think of any other words in interreligious discourse that may be 
“loaded” or multivalent?  Do some terms seem to encourage greater affinity 
than others?  Where there are choices, what are your preferences? 

B. Do theological stances and interfaith practices always align?  How about faith 
and politics? Can one be exclusivist in theology and still do innovative 



5 
 

interfaith work?  Can one be a pluralist and have no acknowledged stake in 
interfaith engagement?  Can one be politically progressive and theologically 
conservative?   

C. Brainstorm as many reasons as you can why people may become involved in 
interfaith engagement. 

7.  Visit 5 of the following websites that purport to be about interfaith dialogue, 
understanding or action; ―noodle‖ around a bit.  Warning: They are not all 
recommended or approved; they represent a range of what you‘ll find. 
    http://clergybeyondborders.org/            http://www.islamicpluralism.org/ 
    http://greenfaith.org/                http://www.huffingtonpost.com/religion/ 
    http://www.icci.org.il/                http://www.auburnseminary.org/multifaith 
    http://www.religioustolerance.org/            http://www.answering-islam.org/ 
    http://etext.virginia.edu/journals/abraham/index.html 
    http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2AB27F6D48B470DC 
  
Address several of the following questions in a 250-400 word reflection (word counts 
are guidelines).  

A. What are the goals of the website(s)?  Who is their target audience?  What is 
their stance and how evident is it?  In what ways might they advance interfaith 
engagement/understanding (or not)?   

B. Are there general insights you can draw on the medium of the worldwide web 
for interfaith engagement and education? 

C. Pick a question of interest related to our subject and do a quick search on your 
own; what comes up?  You can troll for trouble (e.g., try “religious liberty” or 
“truth about [name a religion]”) or search out an actual query.  This is an 
exploration of the algorithmic priorities of searches on our topic, not a test of 
your searching skills. 

D. Do you have a “great multifaith site” to recommend? 
 

8.  Technology and tools we will be using:  

A. Moodle    (There is a tutorial on www.ctslibrary.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=65) 

B. WebEx, a tool for scheduled live class sessions. (There are instructions on their 
website:  http://www.webex.com/howto/index.html).  Access to a web 
camera and mic is ideal; you need to have Java enabled on your browser.  
We‘ll have a trial access period before our first synchronous session.   

 

Checklist: 
Read/View:  1) Faculty discussion, ―Interfaith Engagement,‖ 2) Syllabus,         
3) Netiquette document, 4) Lexicon document, 5) E-portfolio document, 6) Moodle 
profiles for our class. 

Explore: 1) Technological requirements, making sure that you can use the tools;  
2) Listed websites that ―do‖ interfaith, analyzing their place in cyberspace 
engagement. 

http://clergybeyondborders.org/
http://www.islamicpluralism.org/
http://greenfaith.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/religion/
http://www.icci.org.il/
http://www.auburnseminary.org/multifaith
http://www.religioustolerance.org/
http://www.answering-islam.org/
http://etext.virginia.edu/journals/abraham/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2AB27F6D48B470DC
http://www.ctslibrary.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=65
http://www.webex.com/howto/index.html
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Begin: Your e-portfolio.  This is part of your weekly assignment even when it is not 
mentioned. 

Please post: 1) Your own Moodle profile, 2) Your story of interfaith engagement, 
3) Reflection on the Lexicon, 4) Your interfaith website search results. 

Also remember to read ALL your classmates‘ postings and respond to at least 3 
postings.  We will not list this every week, but it is an integral part of the course and 
is always expected.  Your responses should be focused on content and framed 
constructively.  
 

 
Week 2: Sept 12 -- Pluralism             [Admin: Thistlethwaite] 
What are the theological and ethical groundings for religious pluralism in 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam? What does YOUR faith tradition say about other 
religions?  What do YOU say?  
 

NOTE:  Live chat on Thursday, Sept. 15, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Central.   
Invitation w/link will arrive via email; make sure we have your correct email 
address. 

 
Read/Listen/View: 
>  Podcast by Dr. Thistlethwaite on Pluralism. 
 
1.  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, ―Judaism and Other Faiths,‖ in Paul F. Knitter, ed. The Myth of 
Religious Superiority, 119-32. 
 
2.  International Center for Islam and Pluralism website.  Review mission and self-
select articles to read. 
 
3.   Abdulaziz Sachedina, ―The Qur‘an and Other Religions‖ [Moodle]. 
  
4.  Knitter, The Myth of Religious Superiority 

John Hick, ―The Next Step Beyond Dialogue,‖ 3-12. 
 Peter Hodgson, ―The Spirit and Religious Pluralism,‖ 135-50. 
 
5.  Stephen Prothero, ―Introduction,‖ God is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions that 
Run the World—And Why Their Differences Matter, 1-24 [Moodle]. 
 
Recommended: 
1.      Ashgar Ali Engineer, ―Islam and Pluralism,‖ and Mahmut Aydin, ―A Muslim  
Pluralist: Jalaluddin Rumi,‖ in Knitter. 
2.      Listen to NPR interview with Stephen Prothero and Susan Thistlethwaite on his  
         book (46 min.):    http://onpoint.wbur.org/2010/04/26/is-there-an-interfaith-god 

3.      View and reflect on the brief PowerPoint related to the Prothero reading. 
4. Look at this website:  International Center for Islam and Pluralism. 

about:blank
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http://www.icipglobal.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=category&sectionid=
4&id=31&Itemid=85 

5.  Or N. Rose, ―In the Footsteps of Hillel: Judaism and Religious Pluralism,‖ Tikkun 
23:6 (Nov/Dec 2008): 62ff.    http://www.tikkun.org/article.php?story=Rose-in-the-
footsteps-of-hillel 
 
Please post: 
1.  A 400-600 word discussion addressing the following questions: 

A. How do you understand pluralism within Judaism, Christianity and Islam? What 
are the theological and ethical foundations? 

B. What about your faith/denomination? 
C. How do you imagine others responding to these positions? 
D. What is at stake in these considerations?   

 
2.  Please remember to respond to 3 of your classmates‘ posts.  We will not be 
reminding you again, but the semester is young…. 
 
 
Week 3: Sept 19 – Inter-faith and Intra-faith: Other inclusive approaches 

[Admin: Syeed-Miller] 
What challenges do we find regarding pluralism? What if our partner(s) cannot 
embrace religious pluralism as a value?  What about traditions that we ourselves 
might put “outside the fold?”  Are there other grounds for respectful engagement? 
How do we recognize and address intrafaith diversity?   How can we creatively frame 
our work together? 
 
Read/Listen/View: 
1. Podcast by Professor Syeed-Miller, ―How pluralistic is pluralism?‖ 
 
2.  Omid Safi, ed., Progressive Muslims, 252-305: 

Amir Hussain, ―Muslims, Pluralism, and Interfaith Dialogue.‖  
Amina Wadud, ―American Muslim Identity.‖  
Ahmad Moussali, ―Islamic Democracy and Pluralism.‖  

 
3.  Jonathan Sacks, The Dignity of Difference, 1-23, 45-66. 
 
4.  Pamela Klassen and Courtney Bender, ―Introduction,‖ in After Pluralism, 1-28 
[Moodle]  OR 
     Paul Knitter, ―Is the Pluralist Model a Western Imposition? A Response in Five 
Voices,‖ in The Myth of Religious Superiority, 28-43. 
 
5.  Janet Jakobsen, ―Ethics After Pluralism,‖ in Klassen and Bender, eds., After 
Pluralism, 31-58: 

http://books.google.com/books?id=ys6iycIPizUC&pg=PA31&lpg=PA31&dq=after+pluralism+jako
bsen&source=bl&ots=9xdTMTAmV1&sig=3HM1OnGbxqDQZX5PULHoeRUBuV4&hl=en&ei=enExTszl
D8SDtgeRuZSeDQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q
=after%20pluralism%20jakobsen&f=false 

http://www.icipglobal.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=category&sectionid=4&id=31&Itemid=85
http://www.icipglobal.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=category&sectionid=4&id=31&Itemid=85
http://www.tikkun.org/article.php?story=Rose-in-the-footsteps-of-hillel
http://www.tikkun.org/article.php?story=Rose-in-the-footsteps-of-hillel
http://books.google.com/books?id=ys6iycIPizUC&pg=PA31&lpg=PA31&dq=after+pluralism+jakobsen&source=bl&ots=9xdTMTAmV1&sig=3HM1OnGbxqDQZX5PULHoeRUBuV4&hl=en&ei=enExTszlD8SDtgeRuZSeDQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=after%20pluralism%20jakobsen&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=ys6iycIPizUC&pg=PA31&lpg=PA31&dq=after+pluralism+jakobsen&source=bl&ots=9xdTMTAmV1&sig=3HM1OnGbxqDQZX5PULHoeRUBuV4&hl=en&ei=enExTszlD8SDtgeRuZSeDQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=after%20pluralism%20jakobsen&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=ys6iycIPizUC&pg=PA31&lpg=PA31&dq=after+pluralism+jakobsen&source=bl&ots=9xdTMTAmV1&sig=3HM1OnGbxqDQZX5PULHoeRUBuV4&hl=en&ei=enExTszlD8SDtgeRuZSeDQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=after%20pluralism%20jakobsen&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=ys6iycIPizUC&pg=PA31&lpg=PA31&dq=after+pluralism+jakobsen&source=bl&ots=9xdTMTAmV1&sig=3HM1OnGbxqDQZX5PULHoeRUBuV4&hl=en&ei=enExTszlD8SDtgeRuZSeDQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=after%20pluralism%20jakobsen&f=false
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6. "Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World: Recommendations for Conduct,"  
World Council of Churches, Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, and  
World Evangelical Alliance, June 28, 2011. 
www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-main/2011pdfs/ChristianWitness_recommendations.pdf 
 
7.  Jewish diversity:  http://bechollashon.org/about/jewish_diversity.php  
 
8.  Jewish movements:  Greenstein, Judaism: An Eternal Covenant, 111-50.  
If you are too overwhelmed by the reading for this week, you can substitute this short 

summary, but you will not learn nearly as much: http://www.jewfaq.org/movement.htm 
 
9.  Harold Schulweis, ―The Pendulum of Pluralism,‖ in In God‟s Mirror: Essays and 
Reflections, 16-22.   

http://books.google.com/books?id=MR63Z2NcAbgC&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=schulweis+pendulum+of+
pluralism&source=bl&ots=VNk9ikB3Zs&sig=yAcRk1o2HAGv0dyWam6aXScGh1k&hl=en&ei=3aAxTve0JYOit
gfM_a3_DA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBUQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=schulweis
%20pendulum%20of%20pluralism&f=false 

 
Recommended:  Krister Stendahl on Religious Pluralism: 
http://pluralismsunday.wordpress.com/2008/07/23/krister-stendahl-on-religious-pluralism/  

 
Please post: 
1.  A 400-600 word discussion of the following: 

A. What were two common themes that resonated with all of the religious 
traditions regarding pluralism?    

B. What were two areas of disagreement that might pose challenges to working 
across faith communities?  

C. Present your own theology of religious pluralism and/or inclusivism, grounding 
them in your religious tradition.  Incorporate or address at least one of the 
assigned readings from weeks 2 and 3. 

 
2. Your responses to your classmates may be on their reading reflections or personal 
statements regarding religious pluralism.  
 
 
Week 4: Sept 26 -- Putting our theories into practice     [Admin: Mikva] 
Unit 3 focuses intently on methods of engagement, but we begin here our initial 
exploration of how our theories work in practice. What should we understand about 
the U.S. context(s) that shape(s) interreligious engagement and the way we guide our 
own communities?  What are the challenges that arise?  What do we do in instances 
of conflict?  We also introduce the case study method and begin your midterm 
assignment. 
 
Read/Listen/View: 
1.  Podcast by Dr. Mikva. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-main/2011pdfs/ChristianWitness_recommendations.pdf
http://bechollashon.org/about/jewish_diversity.php
http://www.jewfaq.org/movement.htm
http://books.google.com/books?id=MR63Z2NcAbgC&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=schulweis+pendulum+of+pluralism&source=bl&ots=VNk9ikB3Zs&sig=yAcRk1o2HAGv0dyWam6aXScGh1k&hl=en&ei=3aAxTve0JYOitgfM_a3_DA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBUQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=schulweis%20pendulum%20of%20pluralism&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=MR63Z2NcAbgC&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=schulweis+pendulum+of+pluralism&source=bl&ots=VNk9ikB3Zs&sig=yAcRk1o2HAGv0dyWam6aXScGh1k&hl=en&ei=3aAxTve0JYOitgfM_a3_DA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBUQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=schulweis%20pendulum%20of%20pluralism&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=MR63Z2NcAbgC&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=schulweis+pendulum+of+pluralism&source=bl&ots=VNk9ikB3Zs&sig=yAcRk1o2HAGv0dyWam6aXScGh1k&hl=en&ei=3aAxTve0JYOitgfM_a3_DA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBUQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=schulweis%20pendulum%20of%20pluralism&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=MR63Z2NcAbgC&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=schulweis+pendulum+of+pluralism&source=bl&ots=VNk9ikB3Zs&sig=yAcRk1o2HAGv0dyWam6aXScGh1k&hl=en&ei=3aAxTve0JYOitgfM_a3_DA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBUQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=schulweis%20pendulum%20of%20pluralism&f=false
http://pluralismsunday.wordpress.com/2008/07/23/krister-stendahl-on-religious-pluralism/
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2.  E. Allen Richardson, Strangers in this Land: Religious, Pluralism and the American 
Dream, 7-51  [Moodle]. 
 
3.  Diana Eck, ―Prospects for Pluralism‖ [Moodle]. 
 
4.  Denise Yarbrough, ―Interfaith Dialogue in the Pulpit‖  
      http://irdialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/JIRD-ISSUE-6-YARBROUGH.pdf 

 
5.  Jane Smith, Muslims, Christians, and the Challenge of Interfaith Dialogue, 83-100. 
 
Midterm assignment, Part 1: Case Study Project 
Please read the Pluralism Project‘s case study titled ―Driven by Faith‖ posted in the 
―Case Study Project‖ section on Moodle; there are three documents.  Post your 
reflection about the case study in our weekly discussion forum.  Brainstorm ideas for 
drafting a case study of your own.  Review the other sample case studies and 
―Creating a Case Study‖ document for ideas.  Read the ―Case Study Rubric‖ so that 
you understand what is expected.  Decide on the case you would like to study and 
post a summary outline.  The complete case study is due October 16, at the end of 
reading week. 
 
Please post: 
1.   A 200-400 word reflection on the readings that addresses some of the questions 
identified for this session. 
 
2.   A 200-400 word reflection on the case study: 
What do you see as the critical issues?  How do you think the community can/should 
address the case, and what would you hope to see as the outcome?  What would you 
see as your role if you were a religious leader in the community? 
 
3.   A summary outline of the case study you would like to compose for your midterm 
assignment. 
 
Recommended:  Diana Eck, Gifford Lectures on pluralism and globalization 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0wDxV4vOqU&playnext=1&list=PLEA9467E8E8D991AE  

 
 
 

  UNIT 2: Judaism, Christianity and Islam  

 
Week 5: October 3 – God        [Admin: Thistlethwaite] 
Going deeper in interfaith work requires that we know each other's faith traditions 
and the core theological positions.  How each tradition understands God and God's 
relationship to the world, to the believer and the non-believer, is critical. 
 

http://irdialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/JIRD-ISSUE-6-YARBROUGH.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0wDxV4vOqU&playnext=1&list=PLEA9467E8E8D991AE
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Read/Listen/View: 
1.  Podcast by Dr. Thistlethwaite.  A PowerPoint outline of the podcast is available. 
Also:  ―We Affirm Our Belief in the One God: Muslim-Christian Perspectives on the 
Nuclear Weapons Danger‖ 
 
2.  Eugene Borowitz, Liberal Judaism, 139-89. 
 
3.  Jones et al., Constructive Theology, ―God,‖ 19-76 [Moodle].  
 
4.  Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Islam: Religion, History and Civilization, 59-74. 
 
Recommended:   
1.  James Forbes, Whose Gospel? A Concise Guide to Progressive Protestantism, 
Foreward, Introduction, one chapter of your choosing, and Epilogue.  (NB: this text 
will be used as a required reading in Week 9) 
2.    Borowitz, Liberal Judaism, Sections 1 and 4.  (NB: Parts of Unit 4 are assigned 
later in the semester.)   
3.  John Esposito, Islam: The Straight Path, pp 68-115.   
 
Please post: 
1.  A 400-600 word reflection that addresses the following questions: 

A. Are Christians monotheists? Are you a monotheist? Explain from within your 
own faith tradition. 

B. What difference does the unity or multiplicity of God, and the nature of God's 
work with the world and with believers and non-believers make for interfaith 
relations? For you personally?  

C. How should faiths regard each other's attitudes toward depicting or not 
depicting God?  Where do respect and pluralism intersect? Conflict? 

D. God's infinite nature and transcendence to the world should be helpful in 
addressing racism and sexism in Godtalk. Is it? Why or why not? Speak about 
your own faith and one other. 

 
 
Week 6: Oct 10   Reading Week -- No Class 
Your case studies are due Sunday, October 16. 
You will be assigned one ―case study buddy.‖  You will read each other‘s cases and 
post a response by Sunday, October 30. 
 
 
Week 7: Oct 17 -- Sacred Text             [Admin: Syeed-Miller] 
What are the sacred texts in each tradition, and what makes them so?  How have 
they been transmitted, embodied and interpreted? Has the multifaith context 
challenged hermeneutic principles or understanding of our textual traditions?  How 
do the diverse texts present both a challenge and an opportunity to interfaith 
engagement? 
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Read/Listen/View: 
1.  Michael Strassfeld, A Book of Life: Embracing Judaism as a Spiritual Practice, 139-
75 [Moodle].  
 
2.  Burton Visotzky, Reading the Book, vii-ix, 1-19 [Moodle].   
 
3.  Ingrid Mattson, The Story of the Qur‟an, 25-75, 175-234. 
 
4.  Melody Knowles et al., Contesting Texts: Jews and Christians in Conversation 
about the Bible: 

Melody Knowles, ―Introduction.‖ 
Susan Thistlethwaite, ―The Bible is Active in Politics Today.‖ 
http://books.google.com/books?id=Spf79RFWZ2oC&printsec=frontcover&source
=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false 
Review: http://www.relegere.org/index.php/bct/article/viewFile/181/165 

 
5.  David Ford, ―An Interfaith Wisdom: Scriptural Reasoning between Jews, Christians 
and Muslims,‖ Modern Theology 22:3 (2006): 345-66  [Moodle]. 
 
Recommended:  
1.  Mattson, the remainder of The Story of the Qur‟an. 
2.   George Lindbeck, ―Postmodern Hermeneutics and Jewish-Christian Dialogue: A 
Case Study,‖ Christianity in Jewish Terms, 106-13  [Moodle]. 
3.  Milton Steinberg, Basic Judaism, 18-30. 
4. ―Sounds, Spirit and Gender,‖ Abrahamic Alternatives to War  
 http://www.usip.org/files/resources/sr214.pdf 
5.  Amy-Jill Levine, ―Settling at Beer-lahai-roi: Sarah and Hagar in Scripture and 
Tradition,‖ in Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad and John L. Esposito, eds. Daughters of 
Abraham: Feminist Thought in Judaism, Christianity and Islam [Moodle]. 
 
Please post: 
A 400-600 word post answering the following questions:  

A. What was the greatest misconception you had about the hermeneutic 
principles of a particular tradition?  

B. Did your misconception affect your perception of that tradition?  If so, how 
and why?  

C. What did you learn about the textual traditions of other religions that you 
find most inspiring, and can it inform your own engagement with Scripture? 

 
 
Week 8: Oct 24 -- Worship and Praxis             [Admin: Mikva] 
What is important to understand about approaches to prayer/worship in each of 
these traditions?  What can we learn about the structure, liturgy and experience of 
communal worship?  What practices are significant within the traditions, and how 
should we understand the engagement with praxis in general? 
 

http://books.google.com/books?id=Spf79RFWZ2oC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Spf79RFWZ2oC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.relegere.org/index.php/bct/article/viewFile/181/165
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Read/Listen/View: 
1.  Listen to podcast by Profs. Mikva and Syeed-Miller, ―Beyond Charges of Legalism 
and Antinomianism.‖ 
 
2.  Wayne Dosick, Living Judaism, 203-5, 226-45 [Moodle]. 
 
3.  Howard R. Greenstein, Judaism: An Eternal Covenant, 36-87. 
 
4.  Nasr, Islam: Religion, History, Civilization, 75-114. 
 

You have other courses for an in-depth look at Christian practices.  So we are asking 
you to read a bit about the nature of religious practice: 
5.  Look at definition of ―practice:‖ www.practicingourfaith.org/what-christian-practice  

     Feel free to explore site a bit:  www.practicingourfaith.org/what-are-christian-practices  

 
6.  Craig Dykstra and Dorothy Bass, ―A Theological Understanding of Christian 
Practices,‖ in Bass and Miroslav Volf, eds., Practicing Theology, 13-32 [Moodle]. 
 
7.  Do the reading first.  Then view our recorded video conference for Week 8, 
―Entrances to Holiness are Everywhere.‖ 
 
Please post: 
Compose a 400-600 word reflection addressing the questions identified for this 
session, especially viz. Judaism and Islam.  Then discuss prayer and praxis in your own 
tradition and how they shape your life.  What interesting comparisons can you draw? 
 Finally, identify a couple sources you might suggest for a non-Christian who wants to 
understand something about Christian worship and practice. What are the key ideas or 
facts that you would want him/her to understand? 
 
Recommended: 
View the trailer for ―Sounds of Faith.‖  http://soundsoffaith.org/?section=film&page=trailer1 
What does this trailer suggest as a message for the Sounds of Faith project? 
OR: 
View the video clips in the PowerPoint presentation designed to extend our thinking about prayer in 
Judaism and Islam.  How does the presentation and the medium itself shape your perspective on prayer 
and praxis?    
 
 
Week 9: Oct 31 -- Community and work in the world     [Admin: Syeed-Miller] 
How have each of these traditions formed internal critiques to the challenges faced 
by those marginalized within their own ranks? What are the barriers or bridges that 
are possible to expand social justice movements within and across different 
traditions? How is social justice defined by different traditions? What are the 
histories of internal and multi-faith organizing on multiple social justice issues?  
 
Read/Listen/View: 
1.  Borowitz, Liberal Judaism, 353-66, 381-407. 
 

http://www.practicingourfaith.org/what-christian-practice
http://www.practicingourfaith.org/what-are-christian-practices
http://soundsoffaith.org/?section=film&page=trailer1
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2.  Rebecca Alpert, Whose Torah? A Concise Guide to Progressive Judaism (Chapter on 
Race, 65-86, plus a second issue of your choosing). 
 
3.  Omid Safi, ed., Progressive Muslims, 78-97, 147-62, 190-234: 

Farid Esack, ―In Search of Progressive Islam beyond 9/11.‖ 
Sa‘diyya Shaikh, ―Transforming Feminisms: Islam, Women and Gender Justice.‖ 
Scott Siraj al-Haqq Kugle, ―Sexuality, Diversity and Ethics in the Agenda of  
 Progressive Muslims.‖ 

 
4.  James Forbes, Whose Gospel? A Concise Guide to Progressive Protestantism 
(portions to be assigned). 
  

5.  View/listen to recorded interviews w/interfaith leaders (to be posted on Moodle). 
 
Recommended:   Ahmed Karamustafa, ―Islam: a Civilizational Project in Progress,‖ in 
Safi, 98-111. 
 
Please post: 
A 400-600 word posting answering the following questions:  

A. What has your greatest personal challenge been with your own tradition (e.g. 
how have you reconciled a particular social justice cause with your own 
tradition)? 

B. What driving factors can deduce from the teachings of the three different 
traditions that promote social justice?  Note any major differences/ 
commonalities. 

 
 
Week 10: Nov 7 -- Encounters between Judaism, Christianity and Islam Through 
History  [Admin: Thistlethwaite] 
There are many well-known examples of conflict: Crusades, Ghettoization and 
Explusion of the Jews, Contemporary Jihadist Movements and the War on Terror, etc. 
-- and even more that are not as famous.  There are also several encounters that may 
appear as model engagements: al-Andalus under the aegis of Islam, the United States 
1965-2001, and the like.  What is happening in societies that choose tolerance and 
religious pluralism?  What is happening in specific encounters among those who 
choose tolerance no matter what the historical and/or cultural context? 
 

NOTE – LIVE CHAT—Thursday, November 10, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

 
Read/Listen/View:  
1.  Podcast:  Getting Specific:  Why Do Some People Choose Religious Tolerance?  Why 
Do Some Societies Choose Religious Tolerance? 
 
2.  Pastor Andre Trocme‘s Sermon on the ―Weapons of the Spirit‖ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOXMUNtfPSE&feature=related 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOXMUNtfPSE&feature=related
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3.  Exhibition of Albanian Muslims Who Saved Jews During Holocaust 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jacC69dMy84 
 
4.  Christians attack Jews on NYC subway; Muslim man their only defender: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFc3rCXgzUQ&playnext=1&list=PLAB3D65DE46D18
A37 
 
5.  Martha Minow on importance of religious liberty in America 
http://nobigotry.facinghistory.org/content/religious-liberty‘s-unique-role-
democracy-encouraging-respect-people-we-disagree 
 
6.  Brandeis University Students Show Support for Muslim Students After Vandalism 
http://www.wickedlocal.com/waltham/features/x1514353623/Brandeis-stands-by-
Muslim-students#axzz1SfFff9v5 
 
7. Smith, Muslims, Christians, and the Challenge of Interfaith Dialogue, 23-40. 
 
8.  David Nirenberg on interfaith relations in medieval Spain: 

http://data.ccarnet.org/journal/702dn.pdf 
 
9.  Nasr, Islam, ―A Brief Journey Through Islamic History,‖ 115-52. 
 
10.  Al-Andalus Case Study 
http://irdialogue.org/articles/best-practices-non-profit-articles/al-andalus-a-case-
study-in-inter-religious-tolerance-by-joshua-stanton/ 
 
11.   Y. Landau, ―The Religious Dimensions of Israeli-Palestinian Peacemaking,‖ 
http://www.friendsofopenhouse.org/documents/Religious_Dimension.pdf 
 
12.  Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer reviews Muslims and Jews in America 
http://www.rrc.edu/multifaithworld/imuslims-and-jews-americai-valuable-new-
resource 
 
13.  The Text of the Letters Between George Washington and the Hebrew 
Congregation of Newport, Rhode Island 
http://nobigotry.facinghistory.org/content/text-letters 
 
14.  John Palikowski, ―Implications of the Holocaust for Christians‖ 
 
Recommended: 
http://www.newsweek.com/2009/06/30/shalom-alaikum.html 
http://www.forward.com/articles/136421/ 
 
 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jacC69dMy84
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFc3rCXgzUQ&playnext=1&list=PLAB3D65DE46D18A37
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFc3rCXgzUQ&playnext=1&list=PLAB3D65DE46D18A37
http://nobigotry.facinghistory.org/content/religious-liberty%E2%80%99s-unique-role-democracy-encouraging-respect-people-we-disagree
http://nobigotry.facinghistory.org/content/religious-liberty%E2%80%99s-unique-role-democracy-encouraging-respect-people-we-disagree
http://www.wickedlocal.com/waltham/features/x1514353623/Brandeis-stands-by-Muslim-students#axzz1SfFff9v5
http://www.wickedlocal.com/waltham/features/x1514353623/Brandeis-stands-by-Muslim-students#axzz1SfFff9v5
http://data.ccarnet.org/journal/702dn.pdf
http://irdialogue.org/articles/best-practices-non-profit-articles/al-andalus-a-case-study-in-inter-religious-tolerance-by-joshua-stanton/
http://irdialogue.org/articles/best-practices-non-profit-articles/al-andalus-a-case-study-in-inter-religious-tolerance-by-joshua-stanton/
http://www.friendsofopenhouse.org/documents/Religious_Dimension.pdf
http://www.rrc.edu/multifaithworld/imuslims-and-jews-americai-valuable-new-resource
http://www.rrc.edu/multifaithworld/imuslims-and-jews-americai-valuable-new-resource
http://nobigotry.facinghistory.org/content/text-letters
http://www.newsweek.com/2009/06/30/shalom-alaikum.html
http://www.forward.com/articles/136421/
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Please Post: 
Please submit a single posting (600-800 words) addressing the following: 

A. We would all like to think of ourselves as the brave Andre Trocme and the 
people of LeChambon, the brave Albanian Muslims, the brave young Muslim on 
the NYC subway and the Jewish students supporting their fellow Muslim 
students.  What role is faith playing as far as you can discern both in the 
historical and contemporary examples?  Do we do enough at CTS to specifically 
call on our faith to create a climate of religious tolerance as in the Brandeis 
example?  Have you or someone you know had to stand up to religious bigotry 
and what happened?  

B. Al-Andalus is often held up as a model example of a time of peace and 
tolerance among the three Abrahamic faiths.  What elements helped create 
that period?  Why was it not sustained? 

C. What can we learn about religion and political conflicts from al-Andalus? 
D. Religious Freedom is called “America‟s First Freedom” as it is in the first 

clause of the First Amendment to the Constitution.  Americans have not 
experienced religious warfare in our history, and we have a history of 
increasing religious diversity and pluralism. Despite this, in U.S. history there 
has been entrenched religious prejudice, historically against Catholics and 
Jews, and today also increasingly against Muslims. Explore the Facing History 
“No Bigotry” website as much as you are able, and comment on the role of 
these American histories of both tolerance and intolerance. 
 http://nobigotry.facinghistory.org/  Can the praise of American freedom of 
religion backfire on us, obscuring past and present realities of intolerance?   
 
 

 

  UNIT 3: Engagement and Transformation 

 
Week 11: Nov 14 -- Value and Methods of Interfaith Engagement      [Admin: Mikva] 
How do we effectively and constructively engage people of different religions?  How 
do we sustain the encounter to build real relationship?  What can we say to others 
about the value of interfaith engagement?  We explore these questions and then 
examine one method this week:  sharing of social justice work. 
 
Read/Listen/View: 
A.  Making the Case 
     1. Justus Baird, ―Case for Multifaith Education,‖ www.auburnseminary.org/thecase 

     2. Alon Goshen-Gottstein, ―Heschel and Interreligious Dialogue  
         -- Formulating the Questions‖ [Moodle]. 
     3. Bud Heckman, ―Introduction,‖ in InterActive Faith, 1-20. 
     4. Read/view/listen to three of these to consider how they ―make the case‖  
         for interfaith engagement: 

a.  Children of Abraham: Muslims and Jews in Conversation 
Read the introductory letters by Yoffie and Matson.   
Both of these sites have the material for the project;  

http://nobigotry.facinghistory.org/
http://www.auburnseminary.org/thecase
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take a peek at each site as you look for the links to the letters. 
http://www.isna.net/Interfaith/pages/Children-of-Abraham.aspx 
http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/muslimdialogue/guide/ 

b.  An invitation to engagement in ―A Common Word‖ and a Christian response: 
http://www.acommonword.com  
http://www.newevangelicalpartnership.org/?q=node/15 

c.  Daniel Brenner, ―Why Interfaith Education‖ (1:46 min) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vUd1LKOnCA&feature=related 

d.  ―In My Father‘s House,‖ written by our CTS Trustee Brian Clarke (5:07 min) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMEneNpSeQE 

e.  Interfaith Youth Core Leadership Institute (3:53 min)   
www.odysseynetworks.org/video/odyssey-networks/interfaith-youth-

core-leadership-institute-2010 
f.  Step for Peace (5:13 min)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQgWswj_HQY 
g.  Shalom2Salaam (4:12 min)  http://www.youtube.com/user/shalom2salam 

 
B.  The Service- and Advocacy-based models 
      1. Bud Heckman, ed., Interactive Faith, 111-54 
          -Eboo Patel, April Kunze, and Noah Silverman, ―Action through Service‖  

-Welton Gaddy, ―Action through Advocacy‖  
      2. Edward Kessler, Miriam Artush, Keeping Faith in Development:  

The significance of interfaith relations in the work of humanitarian aid and  
international development organisations (UK) 
http://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/assets/pdf/woolfinstkeepingfaith03.pdf 

 3. Explore ―a‖ and two additional websites listed below: 
 a.  The President‘s Interfaith and Community Service Campus Challenge 

www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ofbnp/interfaithservice 
b.  The White House Program for Interfaith Engagement  

www.whitehouse.gov/issues/foreign-policy/presidents-speech-cairo-a-new-
beginning/interfaith-engagement 

c.  Interfaith Worker Justice http://www.iwj.org/template/index.cfm  
d.  National Religious Campaign Against Torture 

 www.nrcat.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=183&Itemid=153           
e.  Interfaith Immigrant Coalition  http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/ 
f.  Jerusalem Open House  http://joh.org.il/index.php/english  

 

C. Review these articulations of ―ground rules‖ which might be helpful: 
1. Leonard Swidler, ―The Dialogue Decalogue,‖ in InterActive Faith, 231-2. 
   (You may want to read Tiso‘s commentary also, cont. to p. 239.) 
2. Catherine Cornille, The Im-possibility  Interreligious Dialogue, 1-8 [Moodle]. 

 
Please post (2 postings): 
1.  Make the case.  Choose your format -- sermon, song, art, video, essay, blog, 
commercial, etc. -- and make the case for the value of interfaith engagement. 
 Describe the target audience and core message in the post intro. 

http://www.isna.net/Interfaith/pages/Children-of-Abraham.aspx
http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/muslimdialogue/guide/
http://www.acommonword.com/
http://www.newevangelicalpartnership.org/?q=node/15
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vUd1LKOnCA&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMEneNpSeQE
http://www.odysseynetworks.org/video/odyssey-networks/interfaith-youth-core-leadership-institute-2010
http://www.odysseynetworks.org/video/odyssey-networks/interfaith-youth-core-leadership-institute-2010
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQgWswj_HQY
http://www.youtube.com/user/shalom2salam
http://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/assets/pdf/woolfinstkeepingfaith03.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ofbnp/interfaithservice
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/foreign-policy/presidents-speech-cairo-a-new-beginning/interfaith-engagement
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/foreign-policy/presidents-speech-cairo-a-new-beginning/interfaith-engagement
http://www.iwj.org/template/index.cfm
http://www.nrcat.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=183&Itemid=153
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/
http://joh.org.il/index.php/english
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2.  Post a 150-300 word reflection on the InterActive Faith readings, plus the project 
you would pitch for the President‘s Interfaith and Community Service Campus 
Challenge. 
 
 
For further study: 
1.   Nathan Iddrisu Samwini, The Need for and Importance of Dialogue of Life in 
Community Building: The Case of Selected West African Nations 
http://irdialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/JIRD-ISSUE-6-Samwini.pdf  
2.   Eboo Patel, ―Religious Pluralism in a Democracy,‖ Parts 1 and 2 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D32bXAevWQs 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yTKChkTnP4 

3.   Many of the websites in the ―Online Resources‖ document are faith-based and 
interfaith advocacy and action organizations. 
4.   Patel, Eboo and Patrice Brodeur, eds.  Building the Interfaith Youth 
Movement: Beyond Dialogue to Action (Rowman and Littlefield, 2006).  

 
 
Week 12: Nov 21 -- Expanding Arenas of Engagement         [Admin: Syeed-Miller] 
The methodologies are continuing to expand between faith traditions to include 
cyberspace. What are some of the effective models for transnational engagement?  
What are some of the newer populations and venues that interfaith engagement is 
expanding into (e.g., the world of higher education), beyond simply the 
congregational world?  What is the effect of this expansion and how do facilitators of 
engagement continue to ensure that marginalized voices are heard and are at the 
table?  How is traditional Abrahamic interfaith limiting voices of non-religious and 
non-Abrahamic religious communities? 

 
Read/Listen/View:  
1.  Podcast by Professor Syeed-Miller. 
 
2.  Kate McCarthy, Interfaith Encounters in America, 126-97:  
 ―Intimate Others: Interfaith Families.‖  

―Meeting the Other in Cyberspace.‖ 
 
3.  Jennifer Peace, The Role of Theological Seminaries in Increasing Interfaith Cooperation 

in the United States: The CIRCLE Program of Andover Newton Theological School and Hebrew 
College.  

 
4.  Sahar Khamis and Katherine Vaughn, Cyberactivism in the Egyptian Revolution: 
How Civic Engagement and Citizen Journalism Tilted the Balance.  

http://www.arabmediasociety.com/?article=769 

http://irdialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/JIRD-ISSUE-6-Samwini.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D32bXAevWQs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yTKChkTnP4
http://journals.naspa.org/jcc/vol12/iss1/4
http://journals.naspa.org/jcc/vol12/iss1/4
http://journals.naspa.org/jcc/vol12/iss1/4
http://www.arabmediasociety.com/?article=769
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5.  Blog by Christopher Stedman, writings on inclusion of atheists and humanists in 
interfaith dialogue:  www.nonprophetstatus.com 

 
6.  Rajiv Malhotra, ―Tolerance Isn't Good Enough: The Need for Mutual Respect In 
Interfaith Relations‖ (inclusion of non-Abrhamic faiths)   

www.huffingtonpost.com/rajiv-malhotra/hypocrisy-of-tolerance_b_792239.html 

 
Please post: 
1. Write a 400-600 word mock blog entry on a topic of interest to you. Focus on an 
issue that generates misunderstanding between your tradition and others.  Within the 
introduction to your post, answer the following questions: A) Who is your audience? 
 B) How do you apply the definitions of religion and community to your audience?    
C) Where would you post your blog entry?  Why?  D) How is your entry relevant to non 
religious communities?   
 
2. Share websites that you have been gathering in separate post.  
 
 
Week 13: Nov 28 -- Dialogue and Relationship Models         [Admin: Thistlethwaite] 
“Dialogue” has moved well beyond the „talking heads‟ model of religious elites 
talking to religious elites in carefully scripted contexts. Today, dialogue includes 
non-traditional religious actors, non-elites, and work through relationship-building, 
the arts, and community-based coalitions.  We will be dialoguing with two of our 
authors, one via on-line forum and one via live chat (webex).   
 
  
NOTE:  Live chat with Wajahat Ali, playwright and attorney, about his play 
―Domestic Crusaders‖ and the role of the arts in new forms of dialogue on 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 6:45-8:15 p.m. Central. Invitation w/link will arrive via email; 
make sure we have your correct email address. 
 
The Forum posts this week will be on the Gopin reading and Dr. Gopin has agreed 
to read and comment on your posts. 

 
Read/Listen/View: 
1.  Marc Gopin, To Make the Earth Whole, pp. 93-133 [Moodle]. 
 
2.  InterActive Faith, pp. 23-107: 

Francis Tiso, ―Dialogue through Conversation—Spoken Dialogue.‖ 
Hocky, et. al., ―Dialogue through Arts—‗Opening the World‘s Door.‘‖ 

 
3.  Amy Eilberg, ―Children of Abraham in Dialogue,‖ in Muslims and Jews in America, 
33-44 [Moodle]. 
 

http://www.nonprophetstatus.com/
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4.  Smith, Muslims, Christians, & the Challenge of Interfaith Dialogue, 63-82, 141-60. 
 
5.  Wajahat Ali, preview/interview re: ―The Domestic Crusaders.‖   

www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVUTxxa7ff4  .  We recommend that you read the script that 
is on reserve in advance of our live session.  You can also get to know Wajahat and his 
work better by reading and subscribing to his blog, http://goatmilkblog.com .  
 
6. If you didn‘t view the clip of ―Stupid Questions,‖ with  Muslims and Jews doing 
comedy club routine – watch Najeeba!!  Remember, there are all kinds of dialogue! 
(Link in Module 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=6GhSWQjbtLs ) 

 
Post: 
1.  Post 300-500 words on the following questions: 

A. Is “back channel diplomacy” a good idea? What happens when these citizen 
diplomats are pursuing avenues for conflict reduction that contradict U.S. 
policy? 

B. How does Dr. Gopin‟s Jewish faith enter in to his approach to back channel 
diplomacy? Give specific examples of your view from the reading. 

C. Would you consider following Dr. Gopin‟s lead and engaging in this kind of 
citizen diplomacy? Why or why not? 
 

2.  Reflection on Interfaith Field Experience is due Nov. 30 (any time). 
 
Recommended: 
1.   Other chapters in InterActive Faith as you are able. 
2. On Israel and Palestine-- 
http://irdialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Inter-Religious-Dialogue-as-a-Method-of-
Peace-Building-in-Israel-and-Palestine-by-Rabbi-Dr.-Ronald-Kronish-.pdf 

3. On interfaith issues in Nigeria between Baptists and Muslims -- 
http://www.ethicsdaily.com/nigerian-massacres-challenge-north-americans-to-tackle-
interfaith-engagement-cms-15805 )  

4. On Jewish-Catholic relations in wake of ―Reflections on Covenant and Mission‖  
-2002 Statement by Catholic and Jewish Leaders www.jcrelations.net/en/?id=966 
-Statement of clarification by the USCCB  www.usccb.org/doctrine/covenant09.pdf 

-2009 Responses to the clarification  http://ncronline.org/news/jewish-groups-question-
dialogue-catholics 

 
 
Week 14: Dec 5 -- Conflict resolution                [Admin: Syeed-Miller] 
How is religion cast as an element of culture? How do existing theories of diversity 
and conflict resolution lend themselves to analyzing religion?  What are the 
assumptions about the role of religion in conflict and conflict resolution?  How have 
peacemakers and diplomats utilized religion constructively or destructively in global 
conflicts?  
 

http://goatmilkblog.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=6GhSWQjbtLs
http://irdialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Inter-Religious-Dialogue-as-a-Method-of-Peace-Building-in-Israel-and-Palestine-by-Rabbi-Dr.-Ronald-Kronish-.pdf
http://irdialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Inter-Religious-Dialogue-as-a-Method-of-Peace-Building-in-Israel-and-Palestine-by-Rabbi-Dr.-Ronald-Kronish-.pdf
http://www.ethicsdaily.com/nigerian-massacres-challenge-north-americans-to-tackle-interfaith-engagement-cms-15805
http://www.ethicsdaily.com/nigerian-massacres-challenge-north-americans-to-tackle-interfaith-engagement-cms-15805
http://www.jcrelations.net/en/?id=966
http://www.usccb.org/doctrine/covenant09.pdf
http://ncronline.org/news/jewish-groups-question-dialogue-catholics
http://ncronline.org/news/jewish-groups-question-dialogue-catholics
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Read/Listen/View: 
1.  Michelle LeBaron‘s essay on Culture and Conflict  
http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/culture_conflict/ 
 
2.  Interview with Michael Cavanaugh, author of Myth of Religions Violence 
www.equinoxjournals.com/blog/2011/06/on-the-myth-of-religious-violence-an-interview-
with-william-t-
cavanaugh/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReligionBu
lletin+%28Religion+Bulletin%29  

 
3.  David Smock, ed., Interfaith Dialogue and Peacebuilding, 1-138.  
 
4. View videos of peacemakers from different religious traditions (to be posted on 
Moodle). 
 
Recommended: 
1.  Mohammed Abu-Nimer, ―Peacebuilding in Islam‖ [Moodle]. 
2.  Marc Gopin‘s blog:  www.marcgopin.com  
3.  Introduction to Mulit-Track diplomacy: www.imtd.org 
 

Please post: 
1.  This week please post a video of yourself, no longer than five minutes, addressing 
the following:  

A. Discuss a particular conflict that you identify with (when you post your video, 
please identify the groups involved).  

B. Explain the case study and the relevant concepts as applied to culture for each 
stakeholder in the conflict (using LeBaron). 

C. Analyze the role of religion in the conflict. 
D. Suggest how you would facilitate a process for reconciliation and how you 

would design your plan.  
 
2.  For your reply postings, please watch at least two other students videos.  We will 
have an open discussion forum on the videos. You may address our focus questions 
and/or post questions to your classmates about their videos.  
 
 
Week 15: Dec 12 -- Presentation of final projects; Reflections and Next Steps  
 
Please post: 
1. Your final project must be posted by midnight on Sunday, December 11. 
2. You need to review at least 3 of your classmates‘ projects and post responses by 
our usual first posting time, Wednesday at 8 a.m. 
3. Your second post, due Friday at 8 a.m., is the e-portfolio reflection.  You are 
encouraged to review your classmates‘ reflections, since it may well advance your 
own learning.  Please continue to monitor your email, since we may ask to review 
your e-portfolio when we begin to assess the final assignments. 

http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/culture_conflict/
http://www.equinoxjournals.com/blog/2011/06/on-the-myth-of-religious-violence-an-interview-with-william-t-cavanaugh/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReligionBulletin+%28Religion+Bulletin%29
http://www.equinoxjournals.com/blog/2011/06/on-the-myth-of-religious-violence-an-interview-with-william-t-cavanaugh/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReligionBulletin+%28Religion+Bulletin%29
http://www.equinoxjournals.com/blog/2011/06/on-the-myth-of-religious-violence-an-interview-with-william-t-cavanaugh/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReligionBulletin+%28Religion+Bulletin%29
http://www.equinoxjournals.com/blog/2011/06/on-the-myth-of-religious-violence-an-interview-with-william-t-cavanaugh/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReligionBulletin+%28Religion+Bulletin%29
http://www.marcgopin.com/
http://www.imtd.org/

