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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SMH Introduce ourselves and our project: KL, SMH;  Last spring, with our colleague GK, invited research librarians and Writing Program instructors to collaborate to develop new curricular approaches to teaching RIL in their WR 150 classes. We collected data on the pilot in order to shed light on how students learn research habits of mind—those attitudes, outlooks, and approaches to thinking about research and knowledge that are increasingly crucial in today’s complex information environment.




Some common ground

Curiosity and 
discovery are the 
source of meaning... 
and there’s no app 
for that.”

“

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SMH: On that front we (and, we assume, all of you) agree with MW that "curiosity and discovery are the source of meaning" and that there is no simple or easy way to measure these qualities 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
KL The pilot was inspired by our respective fields' emphasis on these hard-to-measure qualities. In Spring faculty and librarians worked together to experiment with new curricular approaches to IL inspired by the ACRL's new Framework (on the right), which shares with the Framework for Success in PS Writing an emphasis on student dispositions and habits of mind. [More to say about their similarities and differences? about working across units/disciplines?]



Presenter
Presentation Notes
KL The pilot was inspired not only by this national conversation but also the Hub, which presented a moment of opportunity for curricular change at BU.
Note Hub language on slide. How will we know we're doing it successfully?
We wanted to assess the effects of the pilots to inform programwide curricular changes on the horizon and to understand how we can assess them





There’s no app for that

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SMH I think Worthen, our national orgs, and all of the faculty in this room would probably agree that these Hub goals are good ones. I think we can also all agree that assessment exercises have the potential to be reductive. It is hard to assess the kinds of learning we care about most.

So Worthen is right that there’s no app for that, and that meaningful assessment can’t be effortless or automated. But we are optimistic that there is a way to analyze habits of mind  in a way that is rigorous and leads changes in practice.

We want to tell you a little bit about how we attempted to do it and how what we learned .We got IRB approval to collect student portfolios and blah de blah; we were not sure what we would find but were interested in allowing faculty and librarians to use the frameworks to move beyond mechanical approaches to IL instruction – and move ourselves beyond mechanical approaches to assessing IL (such as counting the number of sources students cite). 



Looking for a system

DARTMOUTH SUMMER SEMINAR FOR COMPOSITON RESEARCH
“Data-driven Inquiry: Process, Methods, Results”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SMH It should be possible; after all, scholars find ways to measure all sorts of hard-to-measure things, which is always complicated and time consuming, but worth it. Understanding how students express the habits of mind that are central to information literacy are no exception. We are grateful that we got a mini-grant to help support our participation in the Dartmouth summer seminar, where we spent two weeks developing a methodology that aims to measure dispositions/ habits of mind with the support of some of the leading writing studies researchers in the country.  RAD methodologies.



How can we 
measure 
students' 
dispositions 
toward research?

My final goal should be 
envisioned beforehand to 
make sure that the nature of 
my question can produce it.

It is essential for me to stay open 
minded with my research question 
at all times and embrace the 
uncertainties.

Different sources have 
different components 
that add to my argument 
in different ways.

Different scholars…were adding to 
the conversation from different 
disciplines …which added more 
possibilities to the answer to the 
topic.

It is extremely important to have 
a specific idea of where your 
paper will go when formulating 
your research question.

Problem-exploring

Answer-getting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KL What: reflections
How? Coding for rhetoric/Geisler
Coding student reflections to assess 
How: coding scheme Down the rabbit hole>Temporality and change
Wardle on habitus; how institutions shape dispositions PG vs AE
Want an intuitive coding system/replicable, arrived at PE AG.





Beyond the “one-shot” model

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KL IL/FYW as "inoculation" but learning, like good health, is not just a matter of getting one shot. It’s a continuous process. Good health requires, among other things, good nutrition and exercise. And so, in a way, does learning. What are we feeding students (or what are they digesting)? What kind of exercises are they doing to help them learn?
That brings us to assessing both student learning and our teaching, not just as an empty exercise but as a way to better foster the habits of mind that Worthen, the Frameworks, and the Hub emphasize.




What kinds of 
assignment 
language cultivates 
problem-exploring 
habits of mind?

Please do not use online 
sources in your papers; the 
inclusion of online sources in 
your papers will result in a 
failing grade for the 
assignment.

What is your research 
question at this 
point? And why does 
it warrant further 
exploration?

Use 8-10 scholarly sources 
to buttress your argument.

In this assignment, you will 
be putting many different 
sources into conversation with 
one another, with the goal of 
investigating your research 
question.

Keep detailed notes and write 
down questions or problems 
you have understanding the 
material: the answers to your 
questions or solutions to your 
problems might lead to a thesis.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SMH  In our research we are seeking to find connections between teaching and learning through assignments and reflections. Institutions shape dispositions--assignments are one way.
In a large national study 66% of writing assignments asked students to inform, and the majority of these asking students to supply a "right" answer (Melzer 22)

So we developed a coding scheme for all of the high and low stakes assignments in the pilot and standard WR 150 seminars to try to learn what if anything about the assignments cultivated the kinds of problem-exploring habits of mind the framework as well as if and how the new fac-lib collaborations affected the nature of the assignments.



New collaborations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SMH Results in progress: it will take time to code every single clause, thousands of clauses. But we've already learned a lot. Formulating a method for analysis has in itself given us clearer ways to think about IL pedagogy. Foremost, made us more aware of how the language of our own assignments fosters habits of mind. IL needs to be a well thought out integrated part of the curr in any course with these shared goals. The connections and conversations we’ve had a a result of this project have already helped make things happen: are part of a WP Digital Innovation Incubator grant. ; our work on this project project has also informed the Hub-revision of WR 150, which the two of us have led over the past year; we are plugging in what we are learning through flipped learning videos that, useful not only for WP/library but affecting librarians' work with other units; develop IL for CTL/SoTL, and this presentation. 



Ken Liss kliss@bu.edu
Sarah Madsen Hardy smhardy@bu.edu

CTL Research and Information Literacy Guide
http://www.bu.edu/ctl/buhub/bu-hub-guides/research-
information-literacy-hub-guide/

Contact us

Information  literacy resources
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SMH Contact info
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mailto:smhardy@bu.edu
http://www.bu.edu/ctl/buhub/bu-hub-guides/research-information-literacy-hub-guide/
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