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SECTION I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
 
I. Organizational Structure of the School’s Academic Programs 
 
The Boston University Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine (GSDM) is a graduate professional 
school whose academic mission is to educate and train oral health clinicians so that they possess the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes expected and required of competent and proficient practitioners.  The 
School’s academic programs are organized in three general categories: 1) the predoctoral “first-
professional” Doctor of Dental Medicine (DMD) programs, 2) the postdoctoral “other graduate” 
Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies (CAGS) in clinical specialty programs, and 3) the “graduate” 
Master’s and Doctoral (MSD, DSc, DScD, PhD) research programs. The DMD program has two curriculum 
tracks, both University Hegis code 62: a traditional four-year track (referred to as the "DMD" track; 115 
students per year), and an advanced standing two-year track for internationally trained dentists seeking 
education required for US or Canadian licensure (referred to as the "AS" track; ~80 students per year).  
In addition, the four-year track includes a small number (1-3 per year) of highly qualified individuals 
pursuing a seven-year combined Baccalaureate/DMD degree (three years college undergraduate plus 
four years DMD; Hegis Code 63).  The School has nine individual CAGS programs, Hegis Code 71 or 72 
depending on program type: Advanced Education in General Dentistry, Dental Public Health, 
Endodontics, Operative and Esthetic Dentistry, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Orthodontics and 
Dentofacial Orthopedics, Pediatric Dentistry, Periodontology, and Prosthodontics. The Hegis Codes for 
the graduate research programs are: MSD (code 41), DSc (code 61), DScD (code 81) and PhD (code 85).  
Except for the PhD degree, all other graduate research degrees are administered and awarded by the 
School. The PhD program is administered by the School of Medicine’s Division of Graduate Medical 
Sciences (GMS).   

II. Student Learning Outcomes for the Postdoctoral Clinical Specialty Students 
(i.e., “residents”)  
(CAGS programs: Advanced Education in General Dentistry (AEGD), Dental Public 
Health (DPH), Endodontics (ENDO), Postgraduate Operative & Esthetic Dentistry 
(PGOE), Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery (OMS), Orthodontics & Craniofacial 
Orthopedics (ORTHO), Pediatric Dentistry (PEDO), Periodontology (PERIO), and 
Prosthodontics (PROS) ) 
 
The learning outcomes for the clinical specialty training programs are also set by the American Dental 
Association’s Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA).   Currently, GSDM has nine individual 
specialty programs for advanced education of dentists; within the profession, these are interchangeably 
referred to as “postdoctoral” or “postgraduate” programs.  Each program has learning goals/objectives 
or competency/proficiency statements, as required by the respective discipline. It should be noted that, 

 



historically, these statements have been developed as a combination of both program and student 
learning goals/objectives. 
 
College/School Contact and Title: Dr. Cataldo W. Leone, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 
cleone@bu.edu.  

CAGS in Orthodontics & Craniofacial Orthopedics (ORTHO); Dr. Leslie Will, willa@bu.edu 
 

ORTHODONTICS & DENTOFACIAL ORTHOPEDICS (ORTHO):  
 

• Learning Goal/Objective or Competency #1: To prepare competent orthodontists who will 
serve the public. 

 
• Learning Goal/Objective or Competency #2: To foster scholarly activities in the advancement of 

Orthodontics. 
 

• Learning Goal/Objective or Competency #3: To provide quality patient care in the specialty of 
Orthodontics. 

 
• Learning Goal/Objective or Competency #4: To emphasize rigorous scholarship and high 

academic standards. 
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