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(857)272-0409 

yryi@bu.edu 
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EDUCATION Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts 

Ph. D. Department of Political Science  

(Graduated in September 2014) 

• International Relations (Major) and Comparative Politics 

(Minor) 

• Dissertation Title: Confrontation and Engagement in Relations 

Between the DPRK and the United States, 1991-2011 

(Defended in March 25, 2014) 

• Advisors: Walter Clemens Jr. (Major advisor), Thomas U. 

Berger, David Mayers, and Michael Corgan 

Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea (ROK) 

M.A. Political Science, 2003 

• Advisors: Yongho Kim (Major advisor), Chinwee Chung, and 

Woosang Kim 

B.A. English Language & Literature, 2001 

B.A. French Language & Literature, 2001  

RESEARCH 

INTERESTS 

Security, Cooperation Under Anarchy, Nuclear Nonproliferation, 

Negotiation, Conflict Resolution, and Foreign Policy 

PUBLICATIONS 

& 

TRANSLATIONS 

Translation of Walter Clemens, Jr. Getting to Yes in Korea (2010) from 

English to Korean, Hanul Publisher: Seoul (2010) 

“How to Negotiate with North Korea,” Asian Politics & Policy, vol. 1, no. 

4 (Oct/Dec 2009). 

“Security Dilemma & Signals Revolving Around the North Korean 

Nuclear Standoff”, Co-author with Yongho Kim, Asian Perspective, vol.29, 

no.3 (Fall 2005). 

“Offense-Defense Balance & Perception: on the Case of North Korean 

Nuclear Crises”, Co-author with Yongho Kim, Korean Political Science 

Review. vol. 38, no.1 (Spring 2004). 

“A Study on the Conflicts between North Korea and the U.S. Related to 

North Korea’s Nuclear Weapon- focused on the Security Dilemma”, Yonsei 
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University, a master’s thesis, Aug. 2003. 

CONFERENCE 

PRESENTATION 

& 

ATTENDANCE 

“Denuclearization versus Normalization of Relations: A Long Tug-of-War 

Between the United States and North Korea,” 2015 MPSA Conference 

(Section 10: Asian Politics), Chicago (Confirmed). 

Madrona associate and regular participant in the “Nuclear Disarmament 

Dialogue” at the Madrona Institute, Santa Fe, NM, 2009-2010 

Participant in the interdisciplinary project “Spirituality, Emergent 

Creativity and Reconciliation,” Ottawa, Canada, 2009-2010. 

 “How to Negotiate with North Korea,” 2008 MPSA Conference (9-7 North 

Korea Crisis), Chicago. 

TEACHING 

EXPERIENCE 

Teaching Fellow for PO171/IR 271: Introduction to International Relations 

at Boston University, Spring 2014 (taught by Professor Arreguin-Toft). 

Teaching Fellow for PO171/IR 271: Introduction to International Relations 

at Boston University, Fall 2013 (taught by Professor Corgan). 

Instructor for PO171/IR 271: Introduction to International Relations at 

Boston University, Summer 2012. 

Thesis Advisor for a BU Academy senior student (Daniel Ko), 2012-2013. 

Grader for Negotiation in World Affairs (PO577) at Boston University, 

Spring 2008. 

 Teaching Assistant for Professor Chung at Yonsei University, Seoul, South 

Korea, 2001-2003. 

GRANTS, 

FELLOWSHIPS 

and AWARDS 

Teaching Fellow Fellowship from Boston University, Boston, Fall 2013 

and Spring 2014 (full 2 semesters). 

Grant for dissertation completion from Boston University, Boston, Summer 

2013.  

TA Fellowships from Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea, 2001-2003 (full 4 

semesters). 

Brain Korea 21 Project: Fellowship in Political Science sponsored by the 

South Korean government, 2001-2002. 
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WORKING 

EXPERIENCE 

International Policy Analyst and Consultant, Come and Change 

Foundation, Inc., Cambridge, MA, since July 2014. 

Country Coordinator on North Korea, Variety of Democracy (V-dem) 

Research Project, 2010-2012. 

Examiner and Instructor for Model Essay Test for College Entrance Exam, 

Park Hak-Chun Institute for Essay, Seoul, ROK, 2005-2006. 

Salaried intern in the North American Division III, Korean Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Seoul, ROK, 2004-2005 (14 months). 

Staff member for the Inaugural Meeting of the East Asia Forum in Seoul at 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2003. 

EXTRA-

CURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES 

Committee Member, Boston University Graduate Student Conference on 

East Asia (BUCEA), 2007-2009. 

Participant in UNESCO Summer International Volunteer Work Program in 

France, 2000 (one month). 

 

REFERENCES Walter Clemens Jr.  

Emeritus Professor of Political 

Science 

Boston University 

north@bu.edu 

617-353-2541 

David Mayers 

Professor of Political Science 

Boston University 

north@bu.edu 

617-353-2541 

Michael T. Corgan 

Professor of International Relations 

Boston University 

nroth@bu.edu 

617-353-2541 
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