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“The classes are small so we can 
engage in thought-provoking, in-
depth discussions, and the professors 
can give individual support to each 
of us. In addition, BU organizes 
numerous interesting events 
every week, such as conferences, 
exhibitions, and debates. There is 
almost always something happening 
related to your field, so you can get 
extra insights outside the classroom 
on the current issues that interest you 
most.”

     - Sergio Medina, MAIA 2016

A highly versatile and customizable degree 
program, the two-year MAIA prepares 
students for a wide variety of careers in the 
international relations field, including work for 
national governments and a broad range of IGOs 
and NGOs. A set of rigorous core classes trains 
students in the fundamentals of IR theory, the workings of 
the global economy, research methodologies, and the critical 
issues in international security. Track coursework and electives enable students to shape 
their course of study to gain in-depth understanding of the issues most important to 
them.

The MA in International Affairs requires a total of 16 courses (64 credits) divided among 
core (20 credits), track (28 credits), and electives (16 credits). Students also write and 
orally defend a capstone MA paper and demonstrate proficiency in a foreign language.

Core Courses

• Fundamentals of International Relations
• Research Methods for International Relations Practitioners
• International Security
• Global Economic & Development Policy
• Capstone MA Paper Workshop

International Affairs
G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M

Regional Tracks

• Asia
• Europe
• Latin America
• Middle East & Africa
• Muslim World

Functional Tracks

• Theory & Policy
• Political Economy
• Security Studies


