
Conflict and Cooperation in Asia (IR 501)

Spring 2013

(Draft: subject to minor revisions)

Prof. Manjari Chatterjee Miller                                         Time: Wed 9am-12pm

Office Hours: TuTh: 11:15am-12:15pm, or by appointment

Email: manjarim@bu.edu

Course Description
Asia is home to a very diverse array of powers facing major and minor issues. These

issues range from water, population control, health and environment to territory, armed

conflict and nuclear threats. The goal of this course is to study some of the problems that

can lead to instability in the region with enormous potential to affect the rest of the

world, as well as ways developed by these states to cooperate with each other. In addition

to South Asian countries, we will focus on China, Japan and some other East and South-

East Asian countries.

NB: This course is only open to juniors, seniors and graduate students. Sophomores can

take this course with the permission of the instructor.

Requirements
Students will be graded on in-class presentations, one 3-5-page research proposal, a 15

page policy/research paper, and contribution to class discussion. The grade distribution

is as follows:

Presentations: 30%

Proposal: 25% 

Paper: 35%

Discussion: 10%

Class Format
Every class we will have a lecture followed by class presentations (teams of 2-3 students

will present each week for 15-20 minutes) and discussion. Depending on enrollment, the

first presentations will start either Jan 23rd or Jan 30th.
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Presentations
Teams will coordinate to present on the theme for each week. The goal is to narrow the

issue theme down to a specific problem or two. In addition to using the readings, the

teams will identify news articles that discuss the issue and possible solution(s). Also by

Monday evening, the team will have come up with two poll questions with multiple

choice answers (that could be as simple as yes/no, do you agree/or not). These questions

will be posted on blackboard and every student is required to answer the poll before class

on Wednesday morning.

Paper Proposal
The paper proposal (3-5 pages, 12 size font, double-spaced, 1 inch margins) should iden-

tify the specific problem as well as possible solutions to be researched. The proposals will

be presented in class on the dates indicated on the syllabus. The goal is to get construc-

tive feedback from classmates on the research.

Final Paper
The final paper (15 pages, 12 size font, double-spaced, 1 inch margins) should explore the

problem, evolution of the problem, its ramifications, solutions and the advantage/disad-

vantage of the solutions. Note: quality is more important than quantity.

Class Policies
•All class members are expected to maintain high standards of academic honesty and

integrity. You are expected to provide citations in papers for all quotations, para-

phrases, and ideas taken from any source other than your own original thoughts. Bos-

ton University has very strict standards for intellectual integrity, and punishment for

plagiarism is severe, and can include permanent expulsion from the university. For

more on the definition of plagiarism and the standards to which you will be held, see

the Academic Conduct Code, available at http://www.bu.edu/academics/resources/

academic-conduct-code/.

•Punctual attendance is required. Reasons for non-attendance should be notified to

the instructor. Please remember walking into class late is disruptive. Coming late to

class without informing the instructor well in advance will severely affect your final

grade.
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•Cell phones should be turned off in class. Anyone texting or receiving calls in class

will be asked to leave.

•Laptops are permitted in class. Surfing the net, however, is not. Anyone caught

browsing the net will be asked to leave.

•Extensions will NOT be granted for either the paper proposal or final paper. Late

papers will be docked half a grade for each day it is late (A to A-, A- to B+ etc.). Failure

to show up for an in-class presentation will result in an automatic F for that presenta-

tion.

NB: This class meets on Wednesdays 9am-12pm, with the exception of BU Calendar hol-

idays.

Readings
Readings are all either available from ereserves (Go to BU Libraries, under “services”

click “course reserves,” then “search using the new course reserves” and type in IR501 in

the search box), the course website or have URLs in the syllabus for you to link to. 

1. Background

Conflict (01/16)
P. Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of Great Powers, Random House, 1987, Introduction.

K. Waltz, Theory of International Politics, Addison-Wesley, 1979, pp. 102-128.

S. Goddard, “Uncommon ground: Indivisible territory and the politics of legitimacy,”

International Organization 60(1), Winter 2006, pp. 35-68. 

S. Huntington, “The clash of civilizations?,” Foreign Affairs 72(3), 1993, pp. 22-49.

U. Heo and S.A. Horowitz (ed), Conflict in Asia: Korea, China-Taiwan, and India-Paki-

stan, Praeger 2003, Introduction.

Human Development (01/23)
Martha Nussbaum, Creating Capabilities: The Human Development Approach, Belknap

Press, 2011, pp. 46-68.

The Human Development Index (HDI) (http://hdr.undp.org/en/statistics/hdi/) 

Video: Millennium Development Goals for 2015 (http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=v3p2VLTowAA)
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Jason Burke, "More of world's poor live in India than in all sub-Saharan Africa, says

study: New UN index replaces simpler method of calculation." The Guardian, July 14,

2010. (http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jul/14/poverty-india-africa-oxford)

2. Resources

Water (01/30)
U. Alam, “Questioning the water wars rationale: A case study of the Indus Waters

Treaty,” The Geographical Journal 168(4), Dec. 2002, pp. 341-353. 

J. Mingle, “Kashmir’s raging rivers: Can India and Pakistan overcome decades of mis-

trust to save the Indus Waters Treaty?,” Slate, 4 August 2011, http://www.slate.com/id/

2300825/

H. Pant, “India and Bangladesh: Will the twain ever meet?,” Asian Survey 47(2), 2007,

pp. 231-249. 

Video: Water systems in urban slums of Dhaka, Global Health Bridge, http://www.you-

tube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_68929&src_vid=TY3p0SZhPFA&fea-

ture=iv&v=skgZD_Bs5r4, 2011.

A. Swain, Managing Water Conflict: Asia, Africa and the Middle East, Routledge, 2004,

pp. 1-43, 116-139. 

Land (02/06)
“A spectre haunting India”, The Economist, 17 August 2006, http://www.econo-

mist.com/node/7799247.

Red Resurgence: A symposium on the Naxal/Maoist challenge to the state. Seminar.

March 2010

•A. Nigam, “The rumour of Maoism,” http://www.india-seminar.com/2010/607/

607_aditya_nigam.htm

•B. D’Mello, “Spring thunder anew,” http://www.india-seminar.com/2010/607/

607_bernard_d%27mello.htm

•M. Kumawat, “Responding to the Maoist challenge,” http://www.india-semi-

nar.com/2010/607/607_mahendra_kumawat.htm

B. Agarwal, A Field of One’s Own: Gender and Land Rights in South Asia, University of

Cambridge, 1994, pp. 1-31. 
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Yu Jianrong, “Social conflict in rural China,” China Security 3(2), World Security Insti-

tute, CASS, 2007, pp. 2-17. (http://www.wsichina.org/cs6_1.pdf)

P. Ho, “Who owns China’s land? Policies, property rights and deliberate institutional

ambiguity,” China Quarterly 2001, pp. 394-421.

F. Wang, “Conflict, resistance and the transformation of the hukou system,” in E. Perry

(ed.), Chinese Society: Change, Conflict and Resistance, Routledge, 3rd edition, 2010,

pp. 80-100.

Population (02/13)
B. Hartmann, Reproductive Rights and Wrongs: The Global Politics of Population Con-

trol, Harper&Row, 1995, pp. 3-40, 221-242.

D. Lal, “India: Population change and its consequences,” Population and Development

Review 32, 2006, pp. 145-182.

S. Greenhalgh, “Science, modernity and the making of China’s one-child policy,” Popula-

tion and Development Review 29(2), 2003, pp. 163-196.

H. Faruqee, “Population aging in Japan: demographic shock and fiscal sustainability,”

Japan and the World Economy 15(2), The International Monetary Fund, pp. 185-210.

Gender (02/27)
K.G. Santhya, N. Haberland et al, “Consent and coercion: examining unwanted sex

among married young women in India,” International Family Planning Perspectives

33(3), 2007, pp. 124-132.

“Gendercide: The world wide war on baby girls,” The Economist, 4th March 2010. (http:/

/www.economist.com/node/15636231)

“Haryana’s lonely bachelors,” The Economist, 4th March 2010. (http://www.econo-

mist.com/node/15604465)

“Mothers in China: Sobs on the night breeze,” The Economist, 4th March 2010. (http://

www.economist.com/node/15603722)

B. Miller, “Female-selective abortion in Asia: Patterns, Policies and Debates,” American

Anthropologist 103(4), December 2001, 1083-1095.

A. Ramanamma and U. Bambawale, “The mania for sons: An analysis of social values in

South Asia,” Social Science and Medicine 14(2), pp. 107-110.
5



D. Goodkind, “On substituting sex preference strategies in East Asia: Does prenatal sex

selection reduce postnatal discrimination?” Population and Development Review 22(1),

1996, pp. 111-125.

Proposal Presentations: 02/27; Proposals Due 03/01.

3. Institutions

Health (03/06)
Ajay Mahal and Victoria Fan, “Chapter 1: The Case for Improving Health in India,” in

India Health Report 2010, New Delhi: Business Standard, 2010, pp. 1-20.

Y. Balarajan, S. Selvaraj and S. V. Subramanian, “Health care and equity in India,” Lan-

cet 2011: 377, pp. 505-15.

Mohan Rao, “Human resources for health in India,” Lancet 2011; 377, pp. 587-98.

Tarun Khanna, Billions of Entrepreneurs, Boston: HBS Press, Chapter 10 (pp. 213-236)

Video: “Global Health Challenges in Bangladesh-Urban Slums,” Global Health Bridge,

2011. (5:22 min).  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TY3p0SZhPFA

Video: “Improving Health Services in Rural Sri Lanka,” World Bank, 2009. (2:36 min),

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Wei3LToGmQ

Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg, “Intellectual property rights protection in developing

countries: the case of pharmaceuticals,” December 2009, http://www.econ.yale.edu/

~pg87/Goldberg_Marshall.pdf

Environment (03/20)
A. Ebrahimzadeh, “Environmental pollution, comparative law, and jurisprudence in Cal-

ifornia and India: Judicial responses to environmental degradation in the face of late

twentieth century global economic policies,” December 2005, http://www.sanfrancisco-

bayarealaw.com/about/publications/judicial-responses-to-environmental-degradation/

R. Herring and E. Bharucha, “Embedded capacities: India’s compliance with interna-

tional environmental accords,” in E. Weiss and H.K. Jacobson (ed.), Engaging Coun-

tries: Strengthening Compliance with International Environmental Accords, MIT

Press, 1998, pp. 395-436.
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J. Feinerman and K. Fujikura, “Japan: Consensus-based compliance,” in E. Weiss and

H.K. Jacobson (ed.), Engaging Countries: Strengthening Compliance with Interna-

tional Environmental Accords, MIT Press, 1998, pp. 253-290.

E. Economy, “The Great Leap Backward? The costs of China’s environmental crisis,” For-

eign Affairs 38, 2007.

Education (03/27)
M. Kremer, K. Muralidharan, N. Chaudhury, J. Hammer, F. H. Rogers, “Teacher Absence

in India: A Snapshot,” Journal of the European Economic Association 3 (2-3), 2005, pp.

658-667. 

Naomi Hossain and Naila Kabeer, “Achieving Universal Primary Education and Elimi-

nating Gender Disparity,” Economic and Political Weekly 39(36), Sep. 4-10, 2004, pp.

4093-4095, 4097-4100. 

Gretchen Rhines Cheney, Betsy Brown Ruzzi, and Karthik Muralidharan, “A Profile of

the Indian Education System,” National Center on Education and the Economy, 2006.

http://www.skillscommission.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/IndianEducationSys-

tem.pdf

Jacob Bregman and Nadeem Mohammad, “Primary and Secondary Education-Structural

Issues,”  Education and the State: Fifty Years of Pakistan, ed. Pervez Hoodbhoy, (pp. 68-

101).

Video: "Education in Rural Bangladesh - A Visionary Journey" (10 min)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlWqQ32HAnc

Greg Mortenson and the Central Asia Institute

"He Fights Terror with Books", Parade Magazine, April 6, 2003. [On Pakistan]

http://www.parade.com/articles/editions/2003/edition_04-06-2003/

Greg_Mortenson

"With Your Help, He's Fighting On", Parade Magazine, February 29, 2004. [On Afghani-

stan]

http://www.parade.com/articles/editions/2004/edition_02-29-2004/featured_1

"Questions over Greg Mortenson's stories", CBS News, April 15, 2011.

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2011/04/15/60minutes/main20054397.shtml
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4. Security

Territory

Kashmir (04/03)
S. Bose, Kashmir: Roots of Conflict, Paths to Peace, Harvard University Press, 2003, pp.

14-101. 

S. Ganguly and K. Bajpai, “India and the crisis in Kashmir,” Asian Survey 34(5), May

1994, pp. 401-416.

A. Varshney, “India, Pakistan and Kashmir: Antinomies of Nationalism,” Asian Survey

31(11), pp. 997-1019.

Taiwan (04/10)
Andrew J. Nathan and Robert S. Ross, The Great Wall and the Empty Fortress, pp. 193-

211. 

Chu Yun-han, "The Evolution of Beijing's Policy Towards Taiwan During the Reform

Era," in Yong Deng and Wang Fei-ling, eds., China Rising: Power and Motivation in Chi-

nese Foreign Policy (New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2005), pp. 245-278

James Mann, About Face, Alfred A. Knopf, 1998, pp. 315-338.

Andrew Scobell, China's Use of Military Force, Cambridge University Press, 2003, pp.

171-191 

Taiwan Affairs Office and the Information Office of the State Council, The One-China

Principle and the Taiwan Issue, 2000 

2005 Anti-Secession Law

Denny Roy, "Tensions in the Taiwan Strait," Survival, Vol. 42, No. 1 (Spring 2000), pp.

76-96 

Jiang Zemin's Report at 16th Party Congress, "VIII. "One Country, Two Systems" and

Complete National Reunification"

Terrorism (04/17)
R. Kapur, “‘Khalistan’: India’s Punjab problem,” Third World Quarterly 9(4), Oct. 1987,

pp. 1206-1224. 

“India: Hide and Sikh,” Time Magazine, 7th November 1983.

“India: City of death,” Time Magazine, 7th November 1983.
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N. Arunatilake, S. Jayasuriya et al, “The economic cost of the war in Sri Lanka,” World

Development 29(9), 2001, pp. 1483-1500.

R. Venugopal, “The global dimensions of conflict in Sri Lanka,” Working Paper No. 99,

Queen Elizabeth House, Oxford University, 2003, pp. 1-33. http://www3.qeh.ox.ac.uk/

pdf/qehwp/qehwps99.pdf

“Martyrdom and murder,” The Economist, 8th January 2004. http://www.econo-

mist.com/node/2329785

Interstate Relations (04/24)
Chalmers Johnson, "The Patterns of Japanese Relations with China, 1952-1982," Pacific

Affairs, Vol. 59, No. 3 (Fall 1986), pp. 402-428

Zhang Tuosheng, "China’s relations with Japan," in Ezra Vogel et al., ed., The Golden Age

of the US-China-Japan Triangle, Harvard University Asia Center, 2002, pp. 191-209.

Peter H. Gries, "China's 'New Thinking on Japan'," The China Quarterly 184, 2005, pp.

831-850.

Thomas J. Christensen, "China, The US-Japan Alliance, And The Security Dilemma In

East Asia," International Security, Vol. 23, No. 4 (Spring 1999), pp. 49-80

Denny Roy, "The Sources and Limits of Sino-Japanese Tensions," Survival, Vol. 47, No. 2

(Summer 2005), pp. 191-214 

Wrap up Discussion: 05/01

Final Paper Due Monday, 05/06
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