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CALL FOR PAPERS

The KARL JASPERS SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA invites proposals for papers to be considered for presentation at forthcoming Annual Meetings of the American Philosophical Association: East 2003 (Washington DC); Pacific 2004 (TBA); Central 2004 (Chicago); and East 2004 (Boston).  Some of these programs will be held in conjunction with sessions on “Intercultural Philosophy” organized by the APA Committee for International Cooperation at the annual meetings of the APA in 2003 and 2004.

A. Topics for consideration at the APA Washington DC (2003) are as follows:

(1) “The Content, Meaning, and Reception of Jaspers’s Philosophical Works.” Special attention will be given to papers dealing with one or more volumes of Jaspers’s Philosophie (1932), viz., (Volume 1, World Orientation; Volume 2, Elucidation of Existenz; Volume 3, Metaphysics). 

(2) Special session reconsidering Karl Jaspers’s The Future of Mankind (1961), first published as, Die Atombombe und die Zukunft des Menschen: Politisches Bewusstsein unserer Zeit (1958).  Initially framed by the onset of the Cold War and critical issues in ethics, social and political philosophy, the development of democratic institutions (especially in Germany), and the threat of thermo-nuclear genocide, we cordially invite scholars to reconsider this important work vis-à-vis new post-Cold War geopolitical issues in social and political philosophy such as:  terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, rouge states, fundamentalism, unilateralism, asymmetrical warfare, social-economic justice, other challenges to peace, freedom, and human rights. .

B. Topics for consideration at the Pacific, Central, and Eastern APA meetings in 2004 are as follows:

(1) Continuation of  A. (1) above.
(2)  “The East-West Distinction in the Philosophy of Karl Jaspers.” With his vision of Weltphilosophie and his idea of philosophical faith, Jaspers opened the prospects for a new chapter of intercultural and inter-religious dialogue during the late 20th century. KJSNA invites renewed consideration of intercultural philosophical and religious themes in Jaspers’s The Great Philosophers (4 vols.), The Origin and Goal of History (1949), and Philosophical Faith and Revelation (1962). These papers will be considered for publication in a special volume on Jaspers’s Intercultural Philosophy and in conjunction with forthcoming programs on intercultural philosophy in 2003-2004 being organized by the APA Committee for International Cooperation.
Send a one-page proposal, together with an indication of the preferred divisional meeting for presentation, to the following address: 

(   Professor Alan M. Olson  <amo@bu.edu>   (
Karl Jaspers on Philosophy of History and History of Philosophy is the first collection of papers presented at The Karl Jaspers Society of North America. Included are some essays by Karl Jaspers that are related to the papers; they appear here in English translation for the first time. The following contribution by Krystyna Górniak-Kocikowska is a review of the book and an outlook on Jaspers scholarship and on the role of the KJSNA. Please use the enclosed form to order copies for private or institutional libraries or for courses.

Book Review

Krystyna Górniak-Kocikowska

Karl Jaspers on Philosophy of History and History of Philosophy, edited by Joseph W. Koterski, S.J., and Raymond J. Langley. Amherst, N.Y.: Humanity Books, an imprint of Prometheus Books, 2003. Pp. 316. 

This new book on the philosophy of Karl Jaspers, specifically, on his philosophy of history and history of philosophy, arrived just before the 2002 APA Eastern Division Meeting in Philadelphia, and in time to be displayed at the 5th International Jaspers Conference at the World Congress of Philosophy in Istanbul. One could expect that the participants at the Istanbul conference would make this book a subject of both their formal and informal discussions. It deserves a lot of attention.

Koterski and Langley edited a collection of essays by eighteen authors. Among them, Leonard Ehrlich contributed four essays: “Philosophy and Its History: The Double Helix of Jaspers’s Thought” (pp. 19-30); “Construction and Being: Jaspers on Metaphysics and Science in Leibniz” (pp. 166-172); “Jaspers Reading Kierkegaard: An Instance of the Double Helix” (pp. 236-242); “Jaspers and the Philosophy of History” (pp. 267-278). It is a treat to follow his views on Jaspers’s idea of the history of philosophy unfolding through the first three papers, especially in the company of Jaspers’s texts on the subject also published in the book under review.

Essays on the history of philosophy by other contributors were arranged chronologically according to the subject: Stephen Erickson, “The Image of Socrates in the Mirror of Jaspers” (pp. 31-42); Graham Parkes, “Jaspers’s Reading of Confucius: Understandable Misunderstandings” (pp. 43-50); Paul C.L. Tang, “Jaspers and Lao Tzu” (pp. 51-55); Richard N. Bosley, “Jaspers on Lao Tzu, Nāgārjuna, and Dialectic” (pp. 56-63); Malcolm David Eckel, “Jaspers and Nāgārjuna” (pp. 64-68); Joanne Waugh, “Jaspers on Plato” (pp. 69-82); Klaus Brinkmann, “Jaspers’s Interpretation of Aristotle” (pp. 83-98); Harold H. Oliver, “Jaspers on Jesus of Nazareth” (pp. 99-111); Judith Chelius Stark, “Jaspers and Augustine: The Will and Freedom” (pp. 112-129); Joseph W. Koterski, S.J., “Jaspers on Philosophy of Religion: His Treatment of Anselm and Cusa” (pp. 130-140); Alan M. Olson, “Cusanus as Postmedievalist” (pp. 155-165); Raymond Langley, “Kantian Continuations in Jaspers” (pp. 193-204).

There follow four essays on the Philosophy of History in addition to he one by Leonard Ehrlich: Malek K. Khazaee, “The Relation of History of Philosophy to Philosophy of History in Karl Jaspers” (pp. 258-266); Tom Rockmore, “Jaspers, Weltanschauung, and the Idea of Philosophy” (pp. 279-294); Robert S. Corrington, “Jaspers and the Axial Transfiguration of History” (pp. 295-3020.

However, the most prolific contributor to this volume was Jaspers himself, four of whose essays were skillfully translated by Edith Ehrlich, as was one by Joseph W. Koterski, S.J. They are: “Thomas Aquinas” (E. Ehrlich, pp. 141-154), “Reading Kant: Kant’s Doctrine of Ideas” (J. Koterski, pp. 173-192), “Reading Hegel: Life between Chaos and Form” (E. Ehrlich, pp. 205-222), “Reading Kierkegaard 1: Becoming Manifest” (E. Ehrlich, pp. 243-251), “Reading Kierkegaard 2: Guilt: The Fundamental Limit Situation” (E. Ehrlich, pp. 252-257). This is the first publication of these texts in English. Hence, the new translations give those among the Jaspers scholars who do not know German sufficiently, an excellent opportunity to expand their study material. Since all of Jaspers’s essays in this volume, except “Thomas Aquinas,” come from his Psychologie der Weltanschauungen it is my hope that the readers might soon be given the full translation of this book, one of the earlier works by Jaspers (first published in 1919), and one of the milestones marking his philosophical journey.

Altogether there are twenty-five essays in the collection, not counting the Introduction. They do not cover – it would be practically impossible to do so in one volume -- all the philosophers and historiosophical problems Jaspers wrote about. There is, for example, no paper related to Jaspers’s thoughts on Hegel. This is particularly noticeable because one of Jaspers’s texts translated for this book is devoted to Hegel (“Reading Hegel: Life between Chaos and Form”). Luckily, this essay, like all the other translations of Jaspers’s texts in the volume, is preceded by an introduction written by Leonard Ehrlich, in which he informs the reader about the most fundamental aspects of Hegel’s significance for Jaspers.

The book also contains two Tables, one presenting Jaspers’s six-fold project of a world history of philosophy, the other his outline of one of these projects, namely that of The Great Philosophers. In the Introduction the editors show the logic of the book’s content, which is guided by Table 2. The volume also contains information about the Contributors and an Index of Subjects. 

What seems to be missing is some basic information about Jaspers himself, the kind of information that would allow someone not familiar with Jaspers  to situate him within some frame of reference such as the history of philosophy in general, and continental philosophy of the 20th century in particular. The text on the back cover of the book does not contain any basic information such as the dates of Jaspers’s life and his nationality; it is clearly addressed to potential readers somewhat familiar with Jaspers. How many of them are there? It is regrettable that this information about Jaspers was not included in the section about the contributors -- after all, he was the author who contributed most to this volume.

The informative Introduction by the book’s editors contains some of guiding information about Jaspers I have in mind, but it is scattered throughout the Introduction and embedded into the (very helpful) information about the content of particular essays. I am writing about this otherwise really minor defect because I would like to sensitize the members of KJSNA, to whom this review is addressed, to a more general problem, which I regard as a major one. It is the problem of the existing need to inject some new blood into Jaspers scholarship. The book under review seems to be an important step toward widening the circle of scholars interested in the philosophy of Karl Jaspers, even if he arrives at this interest by way of the study of another philosopher (Lao Tzu, Nāgārjuna, Plato, and so on) who was an object of Jaspers’s interest. However, still more attention needs to be paid to the ways in which to encourage the youngest scholars as well as those only potentially or marginally interested in Jaspers to concentrate their academic focus on Jaspers.

The majority of the texts in this volume were first presented at meetings of the Karl Jaspers Society of North America in the years 1992-1994. Many of the authors are seasoned and devoted Jaspers scholars, some with great accomplishments in the area of Jaspers study, and prominent members of the Society. This fact alone makes this volume an instant classic in the area of the Jaspers scholarship. For the same reason, the book testifies to the present standing of Jaspers scholarship in the United States, and probably indicates the direction of Jaspers research for the near future. The present members of the KJSNA Steering Committee have an ambitious plan for a systematic reexamination of the philosophy of Karl Jaspers. The book under review can be seen as a part of this enterprise. If successful, it could help greatly in bringing Jaspers back into the philosophical mainstream and giving him the position he rightly deserves. It is not only the history of philosophy and philosophy of history that, as Koterski and Langley notice “in today’s intellectual climate (...) have fallen victim to neglect,” (p. 13) but many of the great philosophers have as well; philosophers, who bring a new, higher level to the human perception of reality, and the human power of thought and awareness. Jaspers ranks high among these philosophers. Bringing the knowledge of his philosophy into the mainstream of today’s philosophical discourse is a truly important matter on many levels. However, I repeat, for this to happen energetic efforts need to be made to attract the attention of those who do not know Jaspers, and who do not see any particular reason for becoming interested in his philosophy. This is why the members of KJSNA (and in this case the editors of this book) should not assume that the things they are intimately familiar with, like the basic information about Jaspers, are common knowledge. As painful as it might be to the devoted Jaspers scholars, very few people know who Karl Jaspers was. In my personal view this is too bad because Jaspers is one of the philosophers that could and should make a difference in the 21st Century. This can happen only if Jaspers scholars will persist in their efforts (preferably in a coordinated manner) to educate and to “infect with Jaspers” not only the new generation of philosophers, but the general public as well. Doing this would be certainly part of Jaspers’s legacy. Though he himself seemed not to care for having “followers” or creating a “Jaspers schools of thought,” he seemed to care much about having a deep and educational dialogue with the general public. His post-WWII writings testify to that.

This new book is particularly well suited for spreading knowledge about Jaspers to wider circles of philosophers. The important topics (history of philosophy and philosophy of history) as well as the stress on the connections between Jaspers’s philosophical thought and some of the most prominent thinkers in world history, all presented very competently, with reverence for the philosophical tradition, and at the same time in an innovative way and from a fresh perspective, should make the book a must-read for many.

It would be a remarkable accomplishment of the KJSNA, if its members succeeded in following Karl Jaspers on Philosophy of History and History of Philosophy with a series of book-length publications aiming at the critical yet appreciative study of Jaspers’s, in particular with respect to the unfolding fundamental problems of the 21st century. I believe that this is the intention, and the direction in which the Society plans to channel its activity. Historia magistra vitae est, history is an important teacher precisely because it teaches how to look at the future, and how to live in it. The future and the future of philosophy were the main concern of Jaspers’s philosophy of history, another great subject of Jaspers’s philosophy. Remembering this, and remembering that “Jaspers argues that historicity of human existence means that neither being nor truth can be known as a whole” (p. 14) gives direction to the next step in Jaspers research as supported and encouraged by the KJSNA. I see this happening already.

Dr Krystyna Górniak-Kocikowska 

Philosophy Department 

Southern Connecticut State University

New Haven Connecticut

The Fifth International Jaspers Conference,
to be held in conjunction with the XX!. World Congress of Philosophy in Istanbul, Turkey, August 10-17, 2003, is being arranged by the International Association of Jaspers Societies on behalf of its member Societies, Jaspers Society of Japan, and Karl Jaspers Society of North America, and with the support of Karl Jaspers Stiftung, Basel and Österreichische Karl Jaspers-Gesellschaft. The General Conference Theme is Karl Jaspers: Historic Actuality in View of Fundamental Problems of Mankind. The theme was chosen upon worldwide consultation, and with respect to the Main Theme of the XXI. World Congress: Philosophy Facing World Problems. The Program consists of eleven topical sessions, which are indicated below together with names of the participants.
PROGRAM

1. Aspects of Fundamental Philosophy

Gerhard KNAUSS (Saarbrücken, Germany)

*Tsuyoshi NAKAYAMA (Kanagawa, Japan)

Czesława PIECUCH (Kraków, Poland)

*Shinji HAYASHIDA (Tokyo)

**Kurt SALAMUN (Graz, Austria)

2. Language, Silence, Ciphers

Christian KOHLROSS (Mannheim, Germany)

Yekaterina TSHEREPANOVA (Yekaterinburg, Russia) 

Yekaterina MALKOVA (Yekaterinburg, Russia)

Alexander V. PERTSEV (Yekaterinburg, Russia)

***Charles COURTNEY (Madison, NJ, USA)

 3. Philosophy and Science 

Mirko WISCHKE (Halle-Wittenberg, Germany)

Richard FEIST (Ottawa, Canada)

***Hermann-Josef SEIDENECK (Ferna, Germany)

4. Aspects of Jaspers’s Psychology 

***Murray McLACHLAN (Southport, Australia),  

Elena BEZZUBOVA (Moscow, Russia)

Boleslaw ANDRZEJEWSKI (Poznan, Poland)

 5. Philosophy of Man 

Maria Luisa BASSO-VETRI (Bologna, Italy)

*Toru NAKAJIMA (Tokyo, Japan)

**Maria Luise WEINHOFER (Graz, Austria)

***Filiz PEACH (London, UK)

6. The Meaning of History 

Albrecht KIEL (Konstanz, Germany)

Lesley ARMOUR (Ottawa, Canada)

Matthias BORMUTH (Tübingen, Germany)

Reinhard SCHULZ (Oldenburg, Germany)


7. Communicative World-Philosophy 

Hasan Haluk ERDEM (Ankara, Turkey)

*Akihiko HIRANO (Shizuoka, Japan)

Oliver IMMEL (Mainz, Germany)

Nebil REYHANI (Muğla, Turkey)

8. Prospects of Globalization

Genoveva Nikolova TEOHAROVA (Sofia, Bulgaria)

Giandomenico BONANNI (Rome, Italy)
Andreas CESANA (Mainz, Germany)

9. Problems of Technology 

***Stephen ERICKSON  (Pomona, USA)

*Sawako HANYU (Tokyo, Japan)

***Krystyna GóRNIAK-KOCIKOWSKA (N Haven, USA)

***Gregory WALTERS (Ottawa, Canada)

 10. The Political Import of Philosophical Thought

Nicolás Sánchez DURÁ (Valencia, Spain) 

Jacopo Munos VEIGA (Madrid, Spain)

Christobal HOLZAPFEL (Santiago de Chile)

Indu SARIN (Chandigarh, India)

**Harald STELZER (Graz, Austria)

 11. Political  Actuality from Jaspers’s Perspective 

Mashuq ALLY (Pretoria, South Africa)

Endre KISS (Budapest, Hungary)

Bernd WEIDMANN (Heidelberg, Germany)

*    Member, Jaspers Society of Japan

**  Member, Österreichische Kal Jaspers-Gesellschaft

***Member, Karl Jaspers Society of North America

The International Association of Jaspers Societies also arranged an “Invited Session” in the XXI. World Congress of Philosophy on the topic of 

The Tension between Political Power and Faith in view of Jaspers’s Ideas

Das Spennungsfeld “Politische Macht und Glaube” mit Blick auf Karl Jaspers

Under the Co-Chairmanship of Gregory J.WALTERS (Ottawa, Canada) and Andreas CESANA (Heidelberg, Germany) the participants will present statements and discuss the topic: 

Maduabuchi DUKOR (Lagos, Nigeria)
Marito SATO (Tokyo, Japan)

Leonard H. EHRLICH (Amherst, USA)
Reiner WIEHL (Heidelberg, Germany)

Richard M. Owsley

Richard M. Owsley, a charter member of the KJSNA, died on February 16, 2003. 

As a graduate student, Richard studied in Basel for a year in the late 1950’s, shortly before Jaspers’s retirement. He spent his entire professional career at North Texas University (Denton, Texas), where he was Professor of Philosophy, specializing in Phenomenology, Heidegger and Jaspers. Richard was an influential scholar, teacher, and colleague. In recent years he founded scholarly societies in the Southwest, including the “Foundation for Applied Phenomenology and Life-World Studies”, and he introduced some of his students and colleagues to meetings of the KJSNA. As a member of the Executive Committee, Richard served the Society as President and as highly effective and innovative Program Chair from 2000-2001. Richard was most helpful in drafting some of the clauses of the Charter and Constitution of the International Association of Jaspers Societies, and, as President of the KJSNA, he was one of the founding signatories. 

Too ill to attend Society meetings after his term as President, Richard continued his teaching almost to the end. A stroke at the end of January led to his death. Keith W. Brown, his student, assistant and friend in recent years, informs us that Richard left no immediate family, and that, according to his wish, his ashes will be scattered by his friends among the caves and fields in Kentucky where he played as a child. 

Those of us who have known Richard, and valued his gentlemanly presence as presenter and discussant since the founding of the Society in 1980, will miss him sorely and will remember him kindly. 

Annual Business Meeting, 2002

The Annual Business Meeting was called to order by President Joseph W. Kotersky SJ on Sunday, December 29, 2002, following the Second Session of the Annual Meeting in Philadelphia. After reports by the Officers, including the Treasurer’s report, and about plans for the Fifth International Jaspers Conference, Edith Ehrlich and Alan M. Olson were nominated and elected to 3-year terms on the Executive Committee. It was determined that Alan Olson would serve as Vice-President and Program Chair, and that Edith Ehrlich would continue as Secretary-Treasurer. The Members approved a proposal by the Executive Committee to increase regular Annual Membership Dues to $ 20.00, with abatements to $ 10.00 for those who are of junior rank in their profession. To defray the costs of arranging Meetings, the Society will continue its policy of requiring those who participate in Meetings of the Society as Presenters, Chairs, or Commentators, and are not Members in good standing, to make a contribution, prior to being scheduled for the respective Program, equal to the Annual Membership Dues. At the end of the Annual Meeting the Members resumed the discussion of earlier years concerning the future of the Society. Among the suggestions that were offered the main ones concerned involving younger scholars in the activities of the Society, and extending Jaspers scholarship to the regular programs of the major general philosophical organizations, such as the APA and SPEP. High hopes for early results were placed in Alan Olson, the new Program Chair. (See page 1). Raymond Langley and Stephen Erickson said that they were prepared to assist Alan Olson. 

Subsequent to the Annual Meeting the new Executive Committee decided to mark Paul Ricoeur’s ninetieth birthday by electing him as Honorary Member of the Society.
The

Karl Jaspers Society of North America

Proceedings and Information

Spring 2003

Published by Edith Ehrlich and Leonard H. Ehrlich

Contents:

Alan M. Olson, Call for Papers
           1 

Krystyna Górniak-Kocikowska,

Book Review. “Karl Jaspers on Philosophy

of History and History of Philosophy
           2

The Fifth International Jaspers 

Conference, Istanbul, August  2003
           4

Obituary: Richard M. Owsley
           5

Annual Business Meeting, 2002
           6

Enclosures:
Order Form: Karl Jaspers on Philosophy of History and History of Philosophy

((  Dues 2003 Form - Please return  ((
