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MEETING NOTES
Tuesday, April 24, 2007
9:00 am. * 115 Evans Building, 80 E. Concord Street
ATTENDING
Dolly Battle, Roxbury

Glen Berkowitz, South End – Co-Chair
Sheila Grove, South End

John Murphy, Ph.D. - Co-Principal Investigator, NEIDL

Kenneth Olken, South End

Carla Richards - Director of Community Relations, BUMC
Sandra Silver, South End

Kevin Tuohey - Executive Director of Operations & Public Safety, BUMC 
The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes from March 20, 2007 CLC were tabled for the next meeting.
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Murphy and Tuohey gave an update on construction.  The project is progressing on schedule with an anticipated completion date of October 2008.
700 ALBANY STREET
Murphy briefed the CLC on a fire that occurred in the BSL-3 laboratory suite at 700 Albany Street that caused the evacuation of the building.  No one was inside the laboratory at the time of the incident and the building was evacuated safely.  The BUMC Emergency Response Team followed all appropriate Emergency Response Plans, and the Boston Fire Department responded appropriately to the incident. The fire was completely contained within the chamber of an autoclave that had undergone repairs. At no time were any of the emergency responders placed at risk of exposure to Francisella tularensis, as all appropriate SOPs were followed in the laboratory prior to the incident.  While this incident was unfortunate, it provided a rigorous drill and demonstrated that the emergency response plan that was in place was sufficient to manage the situation.  Most importantly, live surveillance video link to the BSL-3 suite provided the Boston Fire Department incident commander will real time observation.  Improvements can be made in this area, and CD disc movies of entry and egress from high containment will be used to complement existing systems to further assist first responders in their work.  

LEGAL UPDATE
Tuohey noted that the state judge’s decision to remand the case to the Secretary of Environmental Affairs was appealed but the Appellate Court did not take the case. The Supreme Judicial Court has however agreed to hear the case. The hearing may take place in September.
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Members asked for more time to review the draft Community Relations Plan prior to taking a vote. Berkowitz noted for example, that it would be useful if the plan included a brief statement or overview that speaks to the existing status of community relations and related outreach efforts, including some of the concerns that the plan is aimed at addressing.

Richards will re-circulate the plan, both electronically and via hardcopy. Berkowitz will follow-up with members to get their feedback. Members agreed to vote on the document at the next CLC meeting.

 EDUCATIONAL FORUMS

Berkowitz noted that unlike he had hoped, his neighborhood association has still not taken a vote on whether they should support the CLC Educational Forums.  He recommended June 4 as the new launch date for the events. Berkowitz updated members on his recent discussion with the South End News about possibly moderating the event.  The newspaper has agreed to consider the request and will follow-up with Berkowitz.

Members held discussion on logistics for the event. The following was noted:
· The CLC may want to consider holding the forums at a local venue and not on the medical campus

· Advertising should take place 4-6 weeks in advance and for two consecutive weeks

· A press release should be drafted

· The CLC will consider use of a neutral moderator for the discussion

· The CLC will consider involvement of an opponent of the NEIDL as formal speaker

Berkowitz noted that members needed to think through what they consider the definition of success for the forums and suggested that a balanced front page article in the South End News may be what the group should aim for.

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

Members of the CLC have been invited to attend the next meeting of the Institutional Biosafety Committee at Boston University. Richards will follow-up to gauge interest.

11: 00 a.m. Meeting adjourned
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