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MEETING	  NOTES	  
Tuesday	  March	  5,	  2013	  

6:	  00	  PM	  *	  620	  Albany	  Street	  
ATTENDING 
 
Linda Lukas, Chairperson, CLC; Kenneth Nwosu, CLC; Robert Timmerman, CLC; Chayla White, CLC; 
Valeda Britton, Executive Director, Community Relations/Medical Campus, BU; Chimel Idiokitas, Assistant 
Director Community Relations/Medical Campus, BU; Elizabeth Leary, Associate Director, Government and 
Community Relations, Charles River Campus, BU; John Murphy, Interim Director, NEIDL; Ronald Corley, 
Associate Director, NEIDL; Kevin Tuohey, Executive Director, Research Compliance, BU; James Galagan, 
Associate Professor, Biomedical Engineering and Microbiology, BU; Andrew J. Henderson, Chairman, 
Institutional Biosafety Committee, BU. 
 
Ms Lukas opened the meeting at 6:00pm and announced that she had received an email on 2/12/13 
from Mr. Kozu resigning from the CLC, effective immediately.   
 
 
SCIENTIFIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Tuberculosis 
A NEIDL video featuring Dr. James Galagan was shown to the CLC members. Dr. Corley introduced Dr. 
James Galagan, who began his presentation by explaining that TB has not been eradicated and has killed 
more people than AIDS.  In 2011, there were 8.7 million new TB cases and 1.4 million related deaths. Dr. 
Galagan explained that the tragedy of this disease is that it is largely curable. However, today there are 
multiple drug resistant forms of TB found around the world including within the United States. Dr. Galagan 
explained that TB is caused by a bacteria that grows in a person’s immune system and not only makes a 
home, but typically uses the immune system against itself. The bacteria attacks the lungs and can attack 
other areas of the body as well. While TB is spread through the air from person to person, not everyone 
who is infected with TB becomes sick. This is the case with latent TB. People with latent TB do not have 
symptoms nor can they spread TB to others. However, if the immune system does not stop the TB bacteria 
from growing in the body, the TB bacteria causes active TB Disease that can be spread from person to 
person.  
  
Dr. Galagan’s lab uses engineering to “map gene circuitry”. This research looks at how, when and why, TB 
does what it does in the body. This has important implications for diagnosis, drugs, vaccines and 
treatments. Dr. Galagan’s team is endeavoring to create a simpler method of diagnosing TB that could be 
readily and cost efficiently utilized anywhere in the world. Dr. Galagan ended his presentation by stating 
that TB is probably over 3 million years old, and that up to 25% of the ancient mummies tested positive for 
TB. 
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Ms. Lukas asked why TB was once called consumption. Dr. Galagan explained that the disease consumed 
the body from the inside. Ms. Britton asked the number of researchers on Dr. Galagan’s NEIDL team. He 
replied that approximately 16 or 17 researchers work on his team.  
 
Cores 
Dr. Corley gave a presentation on core facilities at the NEIDL. There are both scientific cores and 
operational cores.  The operational cores are security, IT, facilities, and environmental health & safety 
training. Scientific cores are responsible for facilitating research by providing sophisticated equipment, 
technologies and training. The BSL-3 and BSL-4 labs are run as core facilities because it allows for an 
efficient operation that supports many different projects and is a cost effective way of doing research.  In 
addition, researchers are able to access sophisticated equipment and utilize trained personnel to do cutting 
edge research.  This method promotes standard safety procedures and therefore enhances safety as well.  
 
Dr. Corley gave an update on both the commissioning and the epoxy coating efforts (stripping/recoating) in 
the NEIDL.  

 
IBC 
Dr. Andrew Henderson, Chair of the BU Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) gave an overview of his 
committee and its mission.  Dr. Henderson’s background is in immunology and infectious diseases as well 
as HIV. The IBC evaluates and approves, where appropriate, recombinant DNA and infectious disease 
research. Also, the Committee has overall oversight responsibility for the Biosafety Program at BU, and 
applies biosafety containment levels (BSL-1, BSL-2, BSL-3 and BSL-4) for research pursuant to NIH and 
CDC Guidelines. The IBC reviews anywhere from six to twenty applications per month. The committee 
focuses on the safety of the research as opposed to the science (which is reviewed by funding agencies). 
The IBC mandates that the approval process include input from the Research Occupational Health 
Program (ROHP) and Environmental Health & Safety to ensure that research personnel have appropriate 
training on safe work practices. The IBC carries out these duties pursuant to requirements of BU and 
Federal, state and local agencies.  
 
Dr. Henderson spoke to issues related to Dual Use Research (DUR), and noted that DUR was not 
occurring on the BU campus. He explained that applications submitted to the IBC include questions related 
to DUR and that the IBC looks at the potential for DUR when they are reviewing research proposals. In 
addition, the BU policy on DUR is what the federal government is using as a model for their own guidelines. 
Dr. Corley explained that DUR is research that could make pathogens more dangerous and could be used 
for nefarious purposes.  Dr. Corley mentioned that the Federal government is worried about DUR and this 
topic was discussed at a seminar he recently attended. An example of DUR involves bird flu. Typically bird 
flu infects birds only. However, when the virus (H5N1) changes, it can infect humans and has caused 
numerous deaths worldwide. Yet, it appears to lack the ability to transmit easily from person to person. Two 
recent experiments created a form of the virus that is transmissible from one mammal to another ie., ferrets 
to ferrets. Dr. Corley queried that while this is important public health research, can the risks outweigh the 
public health benefits?  
 
Dr. Henderson reiterated that the IBC is a University wide committee and is composed of investigators from 
both campuses and its scientific breath includes, basic and clinical researchers, researchers who work with 
animals, researchers who work with viruses, researchers that work with infectious diseases, researchers 
that work with BSL-3 and BSL-4 pathogens, environmental health & safety personnel and community 
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members. Dr. Henderson mentioned that of the three community members that sit on the IBC, two 
members are from the CLC (Mr. Keeney and Mr. Timmerman).  The IBC meets monthly. Its meetings are 
open to the public and its minutes are posted on the IBC website.  
 

 
REGULATORY 
 
Mr. Tuohey gave a brief overview of the status of NEIDL permitting. He explained that the decision on 
3/1/13 by the Massachusetts Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs to permit the NEIDL to conduct 
BSL-3 and BSL-4 research allowed us to file a new application with the Boston Public Health Commission 
to transfer ongoing BSL-3 research involving TB related bacteria to the NEIDL. 
 
Mr. Tuohey also mentioned that an application had been filed with the MWRA for a sewer use discharge 
permit. He noted that the CDC would be visiting the NEIDL and talking with NEIDL personnel over the next 
couple of days. This visit was not part of any formal review process.  
 
Mr. Tuohey announced that the next NEIDL emergency response planning drill involving NEIDL staff and 
representatives from BPHC, police, fire, and EMS agencies was scheduled to occur on the morning of 
3/27/13. CLC members were invited to call Ms. Britton to be put on the list of attendees.  
 
  
Mr. Timmerman asked about the status of the pending litigation. Ms. Britton offered to have Seth Jaffe, 
Esq. attend an upcoming CLC meeting to talk about the lawsuits.  
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
 
The meeting minutes from the January 29, 2013  CLC meeting were approved. Ms. Lukas suggested that 
discussion of the CLC guidelines take place at the next meeting.  
 
Drs. Murphy and Corley introduced a video called “Threading the NEIDL” that would be placed on the 
NEIDL website on 3/7/13.  
 
Drs. Corley and Murphy, in appreciation for the CLC’s commitment and time, gifted to the members a book 
called Spillover: Animal Infections and the Next Human Pandemic by David Quammen.   
 
Ms. Lukas closed the meeting at 8pm.  
 


