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Community Liaison Committee (CLC)
National Emerging Infectious Diseases Laboratories (NEIDL)

_____________________________________________________

MEETING NOTES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010
9:30 am. * Evans Building – Room 112A

Attending
Dolly Battle; Glen Berkowitz; Christopher Brayton; Michael Kozu; Sandra Silver; John Tonkiss, Associate Director, High Containment Safety, NEIDL; Alexis Brubaker, Research Safety Training Manager, BU; Stephen Morash, Director, Emergency Response Planning - Environment Health & Safety Core, BU; Thea Ivester, Senior Specialist,  Emergency Response Planning, BU; Kevin Tuohey, Executive Director, Research Compliance, BU; Carla Richards, Director, Community Relations, Boston Medical Center/BU Medical Campus
Operations

Simulation & Training

Brubaker updated members on the simulation and training exercises taking place at the NEIDL and outlined the goals for the exercises, including:  1) Provide mechanism to institute culture of safety; 2) Stand up to Regulatory Scrutiny; and 3) Reinforce problem-solving skills. Eighteen trainees are currently participating in training sessions. 

CLC members questioned the potentially wide gap between delivery of the training and operation given delays in opening of the NEIDL. Tonkiss mentioned that training occurs in phases and that refresher training will take place as needed. Members discussed the composition of the Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) as relates to training. Berkowitz questioned whether any of the training was designed to teach researchers how to detect warning signs that individuals might want to do harm. Brubaker noted that this type of training is not built into the simulation exercises but a part of ongoing work with members of the Emergency Planning and Response Team. Richards will forward information on the community members of the IBC.

Emergency Response & Planning

Morash updated CLC members on the activities of the Emergency Response Planning Team over the past year. Discussion was held on the trainings that have taken place with the Boston Fire and Police Departments in the area. Kozu asked whether there were plans to extend the training to first responders across the City/State. Morash discussed future efforts and described the state and local infrastructure that currently exists to facilitate this (e.g., Regional Hazardous Materials Response Program).
Regulatory

Risk Assessment Update

Tuohey updated the CLC on the NIH Blue Ribbon Panel meeting on April 28, 2010. Members revisited Tetra Tech’s December 2009 risk assessment schedule. Discussion ensued on the accuracy and reliability of the schedule. Berkowitz questioned whether any of the scheduled milestones outlined had been met and Silver noted that the purpose of a number of the items on the schedule, such as “bi-weekly progress call” and “deliverable bundle” were unclear. Members expressed concern that Tetra Tech’s proposed summer start date for public comment period (August 2010) would not facilitate community participation. 

Motion was made to send a letter from the CLC to heads at the NEIDL and Blue Ribbon Panel requesting that the start date for Tetra Tech’s comment period be changed. Richards will follow-up with Silver. Richards will also circulate risk assessment documents that the BRP has made public to date.
Administrative

CLC Recruitment & Selection

Richards announced that ten applications were received during the CLC recruitment process.  New members will be seated at the June 15 meeting. Brayton was the only current member to reapply. Silver thanked Berkowitz for his service to the CLC over the years. Berkowitz stated that his time on the CLC has been well served and that he has found members of the BU Team to be honest and trustworthy. Berkowitz added that he hoped others might have the opportunity to share in a similar experience.
11:00 a.m. Meeting adjourned
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