
CAS   LX   403/GRS   LX   703  
Phonological   Analysis  

  
Spring   2020  

  
MWF   1:25-2:15,   PSY   B39  

  
Instructor :   Kate   Lindsey    Office   hours:    Wed   2:30-5:30   (in   office)  
Office:    621   Comm   Ave,   113    or   by   appt   (email   klindsey@bu.edu)  
Contact:    Message   me   on   Slack   (fastest)   
 

Course   website:    phonanalysis2020.slack.com  
  

1  Course   description  
This   class   is   a   survey   of   phonological   theory   and   analysis,   building   on   the   foundations   laid   in   our  
Phonetics   &   Phonology   course   (CAS   LX   301   /   GRS   LX   601).   The   course   aims   first   and  
foremost   to   develop   the   practical   skills   of   phonological   reasoning   and   argumentation.   This   will  
be   done   both   through   reading   and   through   extensive   weekly   problem   sets.   Beyond   this,   the  
course   aims   to   expose   students   to   the   broad   range   of   empirical   phenomena   in   phonological  
systems   that   have   played   a   role   in   the   development   of   modern   phonological   theory,   and   that  
require   some   accounting   from   any   theoretical   approach   in   this   domain.   These   include,   but   are   not  
limited   to,   phonological   contrast   and   allophony,   abstract   underlying   representations,   distinctive  
feature   analysis,   phonological   rules   and   constraints,   phonological   opacity,   tone,   syllabification  
and   syllable   weight,   metrical   stress   theory,   harmony   systems   and   agreement,   prosodic   phonology  
and   morphology,   and   the   interactions   of   phonology   with   morphology   and   syntax   more   broadly.  
Students   will   become   familiar   a   range   of   theoretical   frameworks   that   are   or   have   been   influential  
in   the   field,   at   the   same   time   as   they   are   exposed   to   the   empirical   patterns   in   all   the   above-listed  
areas   that   have   motivated   the   development   of   those   theories.  
 
2 Course   objectives  
In   this   class,   students   will   learn:  

1. To   recognize   and   describe   phonological   patterns   in   the   languages   of   the   world.  
2. To   present   explicitly   reasoned   theoretical   analyses   of   such   patterns,   in   the   context   of   the  

development   of   modern   phonological   theory.   To   understand   and   appreciate   the   range   of  
empirical   phenomena   that   phonologists   seek   to   account   for,   and   to   use   this   knowledge   to  
evaluate   critically   analyses   presented   by   others.  

3. To   understand   and   critically   evaluate   major   trends   in   the   development   of   modern  
phonological   theory,   and   to   be   sufficiently   familiar   with   major   current   approaches   to   have  
some   level   of   comfort   with   the   current   primary   literature.  

4. To   appreciate   which   phenomena   are   still   problematic   for   which   approaches,   and   to  
understand   the   nature   of   the   problems   involved.  

 
3 Prerequisites  
CAS   LX   301/GRS   601   Phonetics   &   Phonology:   Introduction   to   Sound   Systems,   or   consent   of  
instructor  
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4 Course   requirements  
There   will   be   six   homework   assignments,   two   writing   assignments,   and   two   oral   presentations.  
The   homework   assignments   will   be   problem   sets   of   phonological   processes   and   will   typically   be  
due   on   Fridays.   The   two   writing   assignments   require   you   to   select   a   phonological   problem   of  
your   choosing   and   to   write   a   literature   review    due   March   20th    and   a   final   paper    due   May   6 .   I  
will   provide   suggested   topics   and   guidelines   for   these   papers.   The   two   oral   presentations   require  
you   to   (1)   read,   summarize,   and   present   a   recent   article   on   phonological   theory   and   (2)  
summarize   and   present   your   final   project   to   the   class.   I   will   provide   suggested   articles   and  
guidelines   for   these   presentations.  
 
Required   readings   will   be   provided   via   Slack   and   come   from   the   following   sources:  

1. Elizabeth   Zsiga,    The   Sounds   of   Language:   An   Introduction   to   Phonetics   and   Phonology ,  
Wiley-Blackwell,   2013.  

2. Rene   Kager,    Optimality   Theory ,   Cambridge   University   Press,   1999.  
3. John   McCarthy,    Doing   Optimality   Theory ,   Blackwell,   2008.  

 
 
5 Final   paper  
The   term   paper   should   be   on   the   phonological   analysis   of   specific   data   from   a   language   or  
dialect   with   which   you   are   familiar.   Ideally,   in   the   paper,   you   will   describe   the   data   to   be  
analyzed   and   then   analyze   it.   The   nature   of   the   paper   depends   on   the   topic.   It   could   be   analytical  
in   that   you   describe   a   phonological   phenomenon   in   some   language   or   dialect,   and   then   present   an  
analysis   of   that   phenomenon   in   rule-based   phonology   and/or   in   Optimality   Theory.   Or   the   paper  
could   be   argumentative;   for   example,   arguing   that   affricates   in   a   certain   language/dialect   pattern  
phonologically   as   a   single   segment   or   showing   that   on-glides   pattern   as   part   on   a   consonant  
cluster.   The   specific   topic   of   your   paper   will   be   determined   in   consultation   with   the   instructor.   It  
may   be   possible   to   do   the   paper   jointly   with   one   other   class   member   who   is   familiar   with   the  
same   language   or   dialect.  
 
6 Grading   rubric  

- Weekly   homework   40%  
- Reading   presentation   10%  
- Literature   review   15%  
- Final   presentation   10%  
- Final   paper   25%  

 
7 Academic   integrity  
All   undergraduate   students   are   responsible   for   understanding   and   complying   with   the   BU  
Academic   Conduct   Code,   available   at:  
https://www.bu.edu/cas/current-students/undergraduate/academic-conductcode-2/  
  
Graduate   students   should   instead   consult   the   GRS   Academic   and   Professional   Conduct   Code:  
https://www.bu.edu/cas/files/2017/02/GRS-Academic-Conduct-Code-Final.pdf  
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Collaboration  
If   you   decide   to   form   a   study   group   to   work   together   on   assignments,   your   collaboration   should  
not   go   beyond   discussing   ideas   together.   In   other   words,   you   must   write   up   your   own   assignment  
separately   from   the   group,   using   only   your   own   words   (except   when   quoting   other   work   directly,  
in   which   case   use   citations   as   standard).   The   only   exception   to   this   is   if   you   have   been  
pre-approved   to   work   as   a   group.  
  
The   following   are   all   banned   forms   of   collaboration:  

- Having   one   or   more   members   of   the   group   produce   a   “group   draft”,   or   “group   essay  
plan”,   which   individual   members   of   the   group   then   customize.  

- Writing   up   on   separate   computers   while   conferring   with   each   other   in   real-time   (whether  
in   person   or   via   skype,   chat   services,   or   any   other   medium).  

- Using   another   student’s   complete   assignment   as   a   reference   when   completing   your   own.  
  
8 Grading   standards  

93-100  A  78-79.99  C+  

90-92.99  A-  73-77.99  C  

88-89.99  B+  70-72.99  C-  

83-87.99  B  60-69.99  D  

80-82.99  B-  <60  F  

  
9  Resources   and   Support  
Please   feel   free   to   visit   me   during   my   office   hours;   I   would   be   delighted   to   chat   with   you  
informally   about   course   content   and   any   questions   or   comments   you   may   have.   If   you   cannot  
make   my   regularly   scheduled   office   hours,   please   feel   free   to   contact   me   to   make   an  
appointment.  
If   you   are   experiencing   difficulties   in   keeping   up   with   the   academic   demands   of   this   course,  
please   do   communicate   that   to   me.   Also   consider   contacting   your   academic   advisor   (or   CAS’s  
Office   of   Academic   Advising:   100   Bay   State   Rd.,   Room   401,   casadv@bu.edu,   617-353-2400)  
and/or   make   use   of   the   peer   tutoring   resources   at   the   Educational   Resource   Center  
( http://www.bu.edu/erc/peer-tutoring/ ).  
If   you   require   course   material   in   an   alternative   format   or   need   special   accommodations   due   to   a  
disability,   please   contact   me   and   the   Office   of   Disability   Services   as   soon   as   possible  
( http://www.bu.edu/disability/ ).  
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10 Course   schedule  

Week  Month  Date  Topic  Assignments  

1  Jan  22  Introduction   

24  Phoneme/Syllable  Read:   Zsiga   Ch.   10  

2  27  Phonemic   analysis   

29   

31  Select:   Topic   of   interest   for   final  

3  Feb  3  Reading   Pres.   #1:  
Reading   Pres.   #2:  

 

5  Phonological   alternations  Read:   Zsiga   Ch.   11   (-279)  

7  Due:   Homework   #1  

4  10  Reading   Pres.   #3:  
Reading   Pres.   #4:  

 

12  Phonological   processes   &  
formalism  

Read:   Zsiga   Ch.   11   (279-284)  

14  Due:   Homework   #2  

5  18  Reading   Pres.   #5:  
Reading   Pres.   #6:  

 

19  Distinctive   features  Read:   Zsiga   Ch.   12  

21   

6  24  Reading   Pres.   #7:  
Reading   Pres.   #8:  

 

26  Phonological   analysis  Read:   TBA  

28   

7  Mar  2  Reading   Pres.   #9:  
Reading   Pres.   #10:  

 

4  Phonological   analysis  Read:   Zsiga   Ch.   13   (284-300)  

6  Due:   Homework   #3  

9  16  Syllables/Review   
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18   

20  Due:   Literature   Review  

10  23  Reading   Pres.   #11:  
Reading   Pres.   #12:  

 

25  Syllables/sonority  Read:   Zsiga   Ch.   15   (330-341)  

27   

11  30  Reading   Pres.   #13:   

Apr  1  Moraic   phonology  Read:   TBA  

3  Due:   Homework   #4  

12  6  Optimality   Theory  Read:   Kager,   Ch.   1  

8   

10  Due:   Homework   #5  

13  13  Optimality   Theory  Read:   Kager,   Ch.   2,   3  

15   

17   

14  20  Stress   and   foot   structure  Read   Zsiga,   Ch.   16  

21   

23  Due:   Homework   #6  

15  27  Final   presentations   

29   

Final  May  6   Due:   Final   paper  
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