
  CAS  Linguistics Courses for Fall 2014 

 
For students without any background in linguistics:  No prereqs 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
*	  CAS	  LX	  250	  is	  a	  prerequisite	  for	  all	  of	  the	  courses	  described	  on	  the	  folllowing	  pages.	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   It	  also	  counts	  as	  a	  Humanities	  course	  for	  satisfaction	  of	  the	  Divisional	  Studies	  requirements.	  
	  

CAS LX 205 Origins of Writing.                     A1. Nikolaev.  MWF 11-12. 

The origin and development of Greek and Roman alphabets, presented against a panorama of 
many writing systems used across the globe; it has a considerable linguistic component 
supplemented by historical information about various languages and cultures.   

 

CAS LX 250  Introduction to Linguistics.*          A1. Neidle. TR 2-3:30. 

Study of the fundamental properties that all languages share, and how languages differ 
with respect to structure (sound system, word formation, syntax), expression of 
meaning, acquisition, variation, and change; cultural and artistic uses of languages; 
comparison of oral, written, and signed languages. 

Students should also sign up for one of the Friday discussion sections: 
        S1 9-10, S2 10-11, S3 11-12, S4 12-1, S5 1-2, S6 2-3	  
	  

*** NEW *** Updated July 2014 *** 



Core courses  (required for majors and minors - can be taken in any order) 
 

CAS LX 502 Semantics 1.                          A1.  Alrenga.  MWF 11-12. 

Semantics is the study of linguistic meaning. This course will examine meaning from a 
variety of perspectives, including: how it is encoded in words and sentences, how native 
speakers interpret language, and how truth and falsehood can emerge from the complexity 
of the grammar. We will also touch on various aspects of pragmatics -- the function of 
meaning in a communicative setting.   

PREREQ:  CAS LX 250 or consent of instructor.  

CAS LX 510  Phonetics.              A1.  Barnes.  MWF 10-11. 

Introduction to phonetic and phonological theory at an elementary level. Transcription and 
production of sounds, International Phonetic Alphabet, the anatomy and physiology of 
speech, speech acoustics, phonological rules, analysis of data from a variety of languages. 

PREREQ:  CAS LX 250 or consent of instructor. 

CAS LX 522   Syntax 1.          A1.  Ahn.  TR 9:30-11 and W 5-6. 

Introduction to the logical structure and organization of language, and to generative theory.  
Application of principles of syntactic analysis to students' own and other languages through 
data-oriented problem sets from different language types. The Wednesday section meetings 
(also led by Byron Ahn) offer an opportunity for interactive discussions and practice before 
students work on their own.  

PREREQ:  CAS LX 250 or consent of instructor. 

	  

Topics courses  (can be taken for credit more than once with different topics) 
 

CAS LX 500 Topics in Linguistics :                   A1.  Myler.  TR 12:30-2. 
    Variation in English Dialects 

This course looks at how dialects of English differ from each other, focusing on 
grammatical variation in the US, with occasional forays into British dialects. We’ll see how 
linguists investigate grammatical diversity scientifically, revealing the complex structure of 
non-standard dialects.  

PREREQ:  CAS LX 250 or consent of instructor. 

Note:  This course satisfies the Linguistics major requirement for linguistic analysis of a 
specific language. 

 

  
  
  
   

PREREQ:  CAS LX 250 or consent of instructor.  

 



Linguistic Analysis of a Specific Language 
 

CAS LX 507  Sounds of Spanish.                    A1.  Erker.  TR 9:30-11. 

(Conducted	  in	  Spanish)	   	   This course introduces students to the linguistic analysis of speech, 
with a focus on Spanish. We examine the vowels and consonants of Spanish from the 
perspective of articulatory and acoustic phonetics. In addition, the course introduces core 
concepts in phonological analysis, surveying the phonemic inventory and phonological 
organization of Spanish. We also investigate a range of regional variation demonstrated by 
so-called ‘dialects’ of Spanish, with an emphasis on the historical and social significance of 
such variation in Spain, Latin America, and the United States. In summary, this course aims 
to examine the sounds of Spanish as physical, mental, and social phenomena. 

PREREQ: One 300-level Spanish course & CAS LX 250 or consent of instructor. 

	  
See	  also	  CAS	  LX	  500	  A1	  Topics	  in	  Linguistics:	  Variation	  in	  English	  Dialects,	  under	  “Topics	  Courses.”	  
	  

Other Electives 
 

CAS LX 515  Languages in Contact:                   A1.  Erker.  TR 2-3:30. 
             The high stakes of grammatical border-crossing                                         

Examines the mechanisms and outcomes of language contact by surveying cases around the 
globe from the past and present. Topics include lexical-borrowing, code-switching, pidgins 
and creoles, language death, and the emergence of entirely new linguistic systems. 

PREREQ:  CAS LX 250 or consent of instructor. 

CAS LX 521 Morphology.                           A1.  Myler.   TR 3:30-5. 

Survey of the different ways in which words are related in various languages. Combinatorial 
morphology (affixes, roots, etc.) and process morphology (ablaut, reduplication, etc.). Issues 
at the interfaces: morphonology, morphoprosody, morphosyntax, and the semantic 
compositionality of words. Basic introduction to some of the main theoretical frameworks. 

PREREQ:  CAS LX 250 or consent of instructor. 

 
	  

  



      Courses with One Prerequisite beyond LX 250 
 

CAS LX 504 Topics in Pragmatics.                      A1.  Alrenga.  M 4-7. 

Covers the main areas of linguistic pragmatics, the study of language use and the relation 
between meaning and context. We will study pragmatic phenomena such as 
presuppositions, implicatures, anaphora, and focus, from the perspective of linguistic 
semantics. 

PREREQ:  CAS LX 502 Semantics 1 or consent of instructor.  

CAS LX 513  Phonology.              A1.  Barnes.  MWF 12-1. 

Introduction to the sound system of language. Study and analysis of physical and mental 
aspects of sound production in speech and the system in which sounds are organized. 
Phonological rules, processes, and universals are examined through consideration of various 
languages.  

PREREQ:  CAS LX 510 Phonetics or consent of instructor. 

CAS LX 523   Syntax 2.         A1.  Ahn.  TR 11-12:30 and W 3-4.   

Investigation of a variety of syntactic patterns from a range of languages. Phenomena to be 
explored include: word order, subjects, passives, and reflexives. The second half of the 
course focuses on the relationship between syntax and phonology, considering, for example: 
syntactic vs. phonological phrases, phrasal stress, and phonological influences on syntax. 
Strong emphasis on reasoning abilities and forming logical arguments for or against possible 
analyses of the data. The Wednesday section meetings (also led by Byron Ahn) offer an 
opportunity for interactive discussions and practice before students work on their own. 

PREREQ:  CAS LX 522 Syntax 1 or consent of instructor. 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Note:	   	   These	  listings	  are	  subject	  to	  change.	   	   	  
	  
For	  the	  most	  up-‐to-‐date	  information,	  please	  consult	  http://ling.bu.edu	  and	  the	  Student	  Link.	  


