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Assignment 1 (due Monday, Sept. 26 in class) 
 
A. Complete Exercises 1 & 4 on pgs. 175-6 of your Huang reading. 
 
 Note re: Exercise 1:  you need not discuss the gestural/symbolic distinction. 
 
 Hint for Exercise 4: observe that Let’s is ultimately related to Let us, with the  
 latter incorporating a first-person plural pronoun.  How might some of the  
 differences concerning first-person plural pronouns that we have already  
 seen help us to understand the difference illustrated in (i) and (ii)? 
 
B. In class and in our readings, we have seen that mere knowledge of the context  
 of utterance is not always sufficient to fully determine the referent of a deictic  
 expression.  The following examples illustrate this sort of referential  
 indeterminacy for the deictic adverb here. 
 
(1)  a.  (To a fellow hiker, from across a field)  I’m over here! 
  b.  (To a fellow hiker, from across a field)  It’s beautiful here, isn’t it? 
  c.  (To a doctor, while rubbing the abdomen)  It really hurts here, doctor. 
 
(2) a.  (Overheard on the B-Line, headed inbound towards Kenmore Square)   
      Kenmore is the next station.  Transfer here for the C, D, and E-Lines.   
 b.  (Overheard on the B-Line, pulling into Kenmore Square)   
      This is Kenmore Station.  Transfer here for the C, D, and E-Lines. 
 
 How do the uses of here in (1) differ?  (I.e. what differences are there in the  
 spatial region that is referred to in these examples?)  What about the uses of  
 here in (2)?  What kinds of additional knowledge and assumptions factor into  
 the final determination of a referent for here in (1) and (2)? 
 
C. Consider the following examples: 
 
(1)  Anyone who was arrested during the previous year is ineligible for  
  unemployment benefits. 
(2)  Anyone who was arrested last year is ineligible for unemployment  
  benefits. 
(3)  In a 2002 interview with Rolling Stone, the singer revealed that he had been  
  arrested the previous year. 
(4)  In a 2002 interview with Rolling Stone, the singer revealed that he had been  
  arrested last year. 
 
 Give a precise description of the contributions made by the temporal  
 expressions the previous year and last year to the truth-conditional meanings of  
 (1)–(4).  What do your observations show you about how the referents for  
 these expressions can, or must, be fixed?  Does either expression qualify as a  
 genuine deictic expression?  Why?   


