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Assignment 4 (due Thursday, April 6 in class) 
 
I.  Vowel Alternations and the Great Vowel Shift 
 
A. Consider the following pairs of morphologically related words: 
 

divine   ~   divinity 
serene   ~   serenity 

sane   ~   sanity 
 
 How do these pairs demonstrate the Great Vowel Shift in action?  Be sure to  
 refer to the articulatory qualities of the affected vowels in your answer. 
 
B. In class (and in the Harley reading), we saw how similar vowel alternations,  
 such as staves ~ staff, deep ~ depth, wise ~ wisdom, are explained by certain  
 automatic phonological processes that affected vowel length in Middle  
 English.  First, briefly summarize our explanation for such pairs.  Then, say  
 why this explanation cannot be extended to the pairs in Part A. 
 
 
II.  Another Job for DO SUPPORT 
 
The following examples illustrate another grammatical context in which the 
English ”dummy” verb do appears: 
 
(1) He said that he would [VP finish the project], ...  
 a.  and [VP finish the project] he did. 
 b.  *and [VP finished the project] he. 
  
Do our current assumptions regarding TENSE LOWERING and DO SUPPORT account 
for the contrast between (1a) and (1b)?  If so, then explain how they do.  If your 
explanation requires any additional assumptions regarding the way in which 
(1a) is syntactically derived, then be sure to state these assumptions explicitly. 
 
 
III.  Why vs. How Come 
 
Based on the following contrasts, formulate a hypothesis concerning the syntactic 
differences between English why- and how come-questions.  Your hypothesis 
should include a precise statement of the syntactic positions occupied by why, 
how come, and are in (1) and (2). 
 
(1) a.  Why are they making such a fuss? 
 b.  *Why they are making such a fuss? 
 
(2) a.  *How come are they making such a fuss? 
 b.  How come they are making such a fuss? 
 


