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academic appointments 
Boston University School of Law 2018-present 

Associate Professor 
Dean’s Award for Scholarship (2019-2020) 
Junior Faculty Fellow (2021-2024), Hariri Institute for Computing, Computational Sciences & Engineering  
Mark Pettit Award for Teaching (2024) (Selected by vote of the graduating class)  

European Corporate Governance Institute 
Research Member 2023-present 

education 
Harvard Law School, S.J.D. 2016 

Considine Fellow (Corporate Governance); Olin Prize ( Law & Economics); Brudney Prize (Corporate 
Governance) 

Harvard Law School, L.L.M. 2001 
Frank Knox Memorial Fellowship; Commencement Speaker 

University of Queensland, L.L.B. (First Class Honors) 1999 
University Medal (comparable to summa cum laude); Commencement Speaker 

University of Queensland, B. Commerce (First Class Honors) 1998 
University Medal (comparable to summa cum laude); Gynther Prize for Best Results in Class 

journal articles 

16. Policy Moves, 2025 Michigan State Law Review _ (forthcoming, 2025) 

15. Initiation Payments, 48 Journal of Corporation Law 719 (2023) 

14. How Much Do Investors Care About Social Responsibility?, (2023) Wisconsin Law Review 977 
(with Kobi Kastiel and Tamar Kricheli-Katz) 

13. Saving Climate Disclosure, 28 Stanford Journal of Law, Business & Finance 91 (2023) 

12. Big Three Power, and Why It Matters, 102 B.U. L. Rev. 1547 (2022) 
(with Lucian Bebchuk) 

11. Hidden Agendas in Shareholder Voting, 39 Yale Journal on Regulation 1161 (2022) 
(with Adriana Robertson) 

10. Index Funds and the Future of Corporate Governance: Theory, Evidence, and Policy, 119 Colum. L. Rev. 2029 (2019) 
(with Lucian Bebchuk) 
Awarded the 2018 IRRC Institute Investor Research Award; the 2019 Cleary Gottlieb Steen Hamilton Prize for 
Best Paper in the ECGI Law Working Paper Series; the 2019 Jaime Fernández de Araoz Award on Corporate 
Finance; selected as one of the top ten corporate and securities articles of 2019 by Corporate Practice 
Commentator. 

9. Corporate Governance by Index Exclusion, 99 B.U. L. Rev. 1229 (2019) 
(with Kobi Kastiel) 

8. The Specter of the Giant Three, 99 B.U. L. Rev. 721 (2019)  
(with Lucian Bebchuk) 

  

http://www.scotthirst.com/
https://jcl.law.uiowa.edu/articles/2023/09/initiation-payments
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=4115854
https://ssrn.com/abstract_id=4134822
https://scholarship.law.bu.edu/faculty_scholarship/3344
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract_id=3833304
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3282794
https://www.weinberg.udel.edu/irrci/past-irrci-awards
https://ecgi.global/news/ecgi-announces-prizes-papers-%E2%80%98ideology%E2%80%99-and-%E2%80%98index-funds%E2%80%99
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2019/08/13/bebchuk-hirst-article-on-index-funds-wins-fernandez-de-araoz-award-on-corporate-finance/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2019/08/13/bebchuk-hirst-article-on-index-funds-wins-fernandez-de-araoz-award-on-corporate-finance/
http://ssrn.com/abstract=3398578
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3385501
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7. Universal Proxies, 35 Yale Journal on Regulation 437 (2018) 
Relied on by the SEC in its final rule on universal proxies 

6. The Case for Investor Ordering, 8 Harv. Bus. L. Rev. 227 (2018) 

5. Social Responsibility Resolutions, 43 Journal of Corporations Law 217 (2018) 

4. Frozen Charters, 34 Yale Journal on Regulation 91-166 (2017) 

3. The Agency Problems of Institutional Investors, 31(3) Journal of Economic Perspectives 89-112 (2017) 
(with Lucian Bebchuk & Alma Cohen) 

2. Toward the Declassification of S&P 500 Boards, 3 Harvard Business Law Review 157-184 (2013) 
(with Lucian Bebchuk & June Rhee) 

1. Private Ordering and the Proxy Access Debate, 65(2) Business Lawyer 329–360 (2010) 
(with Lucian Bebchuk) 

works in progress 

 Policy Moves, Working Paper (2024) 

 Oracles of the Vote: Predicting the Outcomes of Proxy Contests, Working Paper (2024) 
(with Oğuzhan Karakaş and Ting Yu) 

teaching 
Boston University School of Law 

Corporations (Fall 2018; Spring 2020; Fall 2020; Fall 2022; Spring 2024) 
Corporate Governance (Spring 2019; Spring 2020; Spring 2021, Spring 2022; Spring 2023; Spring 2024) 
Mergers & Acquisitions (Spring 2021, Spring 2022; Spring 2023) 

Harvard Law School 
Corporate and Capital Markets Law and Policy (2011-2018) 
Shareholder Rights Project (2011-2014) 
Shareholder Rights Project Seminar (2011-2014) 

testimony 
Federal Trade Commission Hearing on Competition and Consumer Protection in the 21st Century, December 2018 
(The Misguided Attack on Common Ownership) 

selected paper presentations and panels 

2024 

American Law & Economics Association Annual Meeting (Oracles of the Vote) 

Boston University Faculty Workshop (Policy Moves) 

BYU Law Winter Deals Conference, Brigham Young University (Policy Moves) 

2023 

Harvard Law School Empirical Law & Finance Workshop (Oracles of the Vote) 

Boston University Faculty Workshop (Oracles of the Vote) 

Institute for Law & Economics Junior Faculty Workshop (Policy Moves) 

2022 

Corporate Law Academic Webinar Series (Initiation Payments) 

Society on Empirical Legal Studies Workshop (How To Conduct Transparent Research) 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2805136
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/12/01/2021-25492/universal-proxy
http://ssrn.com/abstract=3011327
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2773367
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2729699
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2982617
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2400652
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1513408
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American Law & Economics Association Annual Meeting (Initiation Payments) 

Boston University Faculty Workshop (Saving Climate Disclosure) 

BYU Law Winter Deals Conference, Brigham Young University (How Much Do Investors Care About Social 
Responsibility?) 

2021 

Harvard Law School Law & Economics Workshop (Initiation Payments) 

Harvard Law School Empirical Law & Finance Workshop (How Much Do Investors Care About Social 
Responsibility?; Hidden Agendas in Shareholder Voting) 

Stanford Law School Law & Economics Workshop (How Much Do Investors Care About Social Responsibility?) 

Corporate Law Academic Webinar Series (Hidden Agendas in Shareholder Voting) 

Boston University Faculty Workshop (How Much Do Investors Care About Social Responsibility?) 

Monash University (How Much Do Investors Care About Social Responsibility?) 

Junior Business Law Colloquium (Hidden Agendas in Shareholder Voting) 

Tulane Law School Corporate Law Workshop (Initiation Payments) 

Boston University Faculty Workshop (Initiation Payments) 

2020 

Organizations & Social Impact Workshop (How Much Do Investors Care About Social Responsibility?) 

Vanderbilt Law & Business Workshop (Initiation Payments) 

Annual Corporate Law Academic Workshop (How Much Do Investors Care About Social Responsibility?) 

BYU Law Winter Deals Conference, Brigham Young University (Initiation Payments) 

Boston University Faculty Workshop (Initiation Payments) 

2019 

European Corporate Governance Institute Annual Meeting, IESE, Barcelona (Index Funds and the Future of 
Corporate Governance) 

Current Issues in Corporate Governance Seminar, Harvard Law School (Index Funds and the Future of 
Corporate Governance; The Under-Initiation of Corporate Change) 

Spanish Law & Economics Seminar, Harvard Law School (Index Funds and the Future of Corporate Governance) 

American Law & Economics Association Annual Meeting, New York University (Index Funds and the Future of 
Corporate Governance) 

New York University Corporate Governance Seminar (Index Funds and the Future of Corporate Governance) 

New York University Roundtable on Corporate Governance (Index Funds and the Future of Corporate 
Governance) 

NYU-Penn Law & Finance Conference, New York University (Index Funds and the Future of Corporate 
Governance)* 

Faculty Workshop, Boston University School of Law (Index Funds and the Future of Corporate Governance) 

2018 

Law & Economics Workshop, Boston University School of Law (Index Funds and the Future of Corporate 
Governance) 

University of California, Berkeley Academic Roundtable on Corporate Governance & Sustainability (Index 
Funds and the Future of Corporate Governance) 
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Law & Economics Workshop, Harvard Law School (Index Funds and the Future of Corporate Governance) 

Real Colegio Complutense (Universal Proxies) 

Junior Business Law Colloquium, University of Colorado (The Case for Investor Ordering) 

Junior Corporate Law Workshop, Columbia Law School (Corporate Governance by Index Exclusion) 

American Law & Economics Association Annual Meeting, Boston University (Universal Proxies) 

National Business Law Scholars Conference, University of Georgia (Corporate Governance by Index Exclusion) 

2017 

National Business Law Scholars Conference, University of Utah (Universal Proxies; The Case for Investor 
Ordering) 

Junior Corporate Law Workshop, New York University (Universal Proxies) 

American Law and Economics Association Annual Meeting, Yale Law School (The Agency Problems of 
Institutional Investors) 

2016 

American Law and Economics Association Annual Meeting, Harvard Law School (Social Responsibility 
Resolutions) 

Canadian Law and Economics Association Annual Meeting, University of Toronto (Frozen Charters) 

Law & Economics Workshop, Harvard Law School (Social Responsibility Resolutions) 

American Law and Economics Association Annual Meeting, University of Chicago (Frozen Charters) 

academic service 

Corporate Law Academic Webinar Series (CLAWS), Co-Founder, Co-Organizer (May 22, 2020 - present) 

Program Committee Co-Chair, American Law & Economics Association Annual Meeting 2023 

Peer reviewer/referee: Yale Law Journal, N.Y.U Law Review, Boston University Law Review, Journal of Law & 
Economics. 

committee service 
J.D. Committee (2018-present) 

Workshops Committee (2018- present) 

previous experience 
Harvard Law School, Lecturer on Law 2011 – 2018 

Harvard Law School Program on Institutional Investors, Associate Director / Research Director 2011 - 2018 

The Shareholder Rights Project, Co-founder & Associate Director 2011 - 2014 

Harvard Law School Program on Corporate Governance, Executive Director 2009 - 2011 

Shearman & Sterling LLP, New York. Senior Associate, Mergers & Acquisitions Group 2001 - 2008 

Flux Factory, Inc., New York. Director; Board Chairman (2013-2017) (not compensated) 2009 - present 

bar admissions 
Admitted to practice in New York 2003 – present 
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media 
Initiation Payments: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Big Three Power, and Why it Matters: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

How Much Do Investors Care About Social Responsibility?: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Saving Climate Disclosure: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Hidden Agendas in Shareholder Voting: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Corporations in 100 Pages: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Index Funds and the Future of Corporate Governance:Wall Street Journal; Bloomberg; CNBC; Wealth Professional; HLS 
Forum on Corporate Governance; HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

The Specter of the Giant Three: Wall Street Journal; The Financial Times; NPR Planet Money; MarketWatch; 
Sovereign Wealth Fund Institute; HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Corporate Governance by Index Exclusion: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

The Case for Investor Ordering: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Universal Proxies: Wall Street Journal; St. Louis Post-Dispatch; HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Social Responsibility Resolutions: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Frozen Charters: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

The Agency Problems of Institutional Investors: Reuters; Stephen Bainbridge; HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

Towards the Declassification of S&P 500 Boards: New York Times DealBook; New York Law Journal; HLS Forum on 
Corporate Governance 

Private Ordering and the Proxy Access Debate: HLS Forum on Corporate Governance 

https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2024/01/24/initiation-payments/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2022/12/13/big-three-power-and-why-it-matters/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2022/10/24/how-much-do-investors-care-about-social-responsibility/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2022/07/11/the-proposed-sec-climate-disclosure-rule-a-comment-from-scott-hirst/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2022/07/06/hidden-agendas-in-shareholder-voting/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2020/11/16/corporations-in-100-pages/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/index-fund-firms-gain-power-but-fall-short-in-stewardship-research-shows-11562637900
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-09/the-hidden-dangers-of-the-great-index-fund-takeover
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/13/blackrock-vanguard-found-religion-on-climate-doubts-are-growing.html
https://www.wealthprofessional.ca/news/socially-responsible-funds/indexing-giants-may-be-falling-short-on-governance-276707.aspx
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2018/11/28/index-funds-and-the-future-of-corporate-governance-theory-evidence-and-policy/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2018/11/28/index-funds-and-the-future-of-corporate-governance-theory-evidence-and-policy/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2019/11/04/index-funds-and-the-future-of-corporate-governance-replying-to-critics/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/index-fund-firms-gain-power-but-fall-short-in-stewardship-research-shows-11562637900
https://www.ft.com/content/1c4382c6-36cb-11ea-a6d3-9a26f8c3cba4
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2019/10/08/767884839/is-your-retirement-fund-ruining-our-economy
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/three-fund-managers-may-one-day-control-nearly-half-of-all-company-voting-shares-researchers-warn-2019-07-17
https://www.swfinstitute.org/news/73190/do-the-index-giants-have-too-much-control-over-corporate-voting
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2019/06/12/corporate-governance-by-index-exclusion/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2019/06/12/corporate-governance-by-index-exclusion/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2017/10/03/improving-sec-regulations-with-investor-ordering/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/sec-poised-to-ease-restrictions-in-corporate-elections-1476913454
http://www.stltoday.com/business/columns/david-nicklaus/nicklaus-dose-of-democracy-will-be-good-for-corporate-america/article_5859e48e-5f75-516e-84fc-62ba11d5f7c1.html
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2016/10/24/universal-proxies/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2016/10/31/social-responsibility-resolutions/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2016/05/17/frozen-charters/
http://uk.reuters.com/article/markets-saft-idUKL1N1J90OF
http://www.professorbainbridge.com/professorbainbridgecom/2017/06/bebchuk-et-al-s-one-dimensional-look-at-institutional-investor-activism.html
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2018/06/12/index-fund-stewardship/
https://dealbook.nytimes.com/2012/03/20/the-case-against-staggered-boards/
http://www.newyorklawjournal.com/id=1202546775556/Harvard-Effort-to-End-Staggered-Boards-Draws-Fire-From-Wachtell
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2013/10/30/towards-board-declassification-in-one-hundred-sp-500-and-fortune-500-companies/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2013/10/30/towards-board-declassification-in-one-hundred-sp-500-and-fortune-500-companies/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2009/12/08/private-ordering-and-the-proxy-access-debate/
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