
CAS COURSES RECOMMENDED FOR LAW STUDENTS 

During 2008-09 we issued a call to faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences to 
list courses they teach which they thought students in the School of Law might find 
of interest and in which they would welcome students. Some of these bear on the 
study of law, but others offer complementary skills and knowledge that might be of 
interest depending on the student’s course of study. Curricula can change rapidly 
with changes in faculty; interested students should contact the relevant departments 
and faculty directly for more information. Compiled Spring 2010. 

AMERICAN AND NEW ENGLAND STUDIES PROGRAM 

Law Students interested in preservation, and the broader issues of land use, 
housing, and federal state and local regulations might be interested in several of 
our core courses: 

CAS AM 546 Historic Preservation: An introduction to the American 
preservation movement, including current issues and modern practice. Considers 
key aspects of the history, theory, and philosophy of historic preservation, and 
introduces students to key figures in preservation agencies and organizations in this 
region. Dempsey. 4 cr, 1st sem. 

GRS AM 751 Financing Historic Preservation Development: This course will 
focus on how to determine the value and potential income of a property, produce a 
feasibility analysis, and secure financing for preservation projects. Finbury. 4 cr, 
1st sem. Prereq: consent of instructor. 

GRS AM 754 Planning and Preservation: This class covers the role of historic 
preservation planning at the national, state, regional, and local level, putting 
preservation planning both in an historical context and in the context of the larger 
field of planning. Dray. 4 cr, 1st sem. Prereq: CAS AM 546 and consent of 
instructor. 

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

Many of the courses might be relevant, especially for people seeking area 
knowledge. Here are some courses identified in particular. 

CAS AN 525 Ritual and Political Identity. Prereq: senior standing. Provides a 



conceptual foundation for interpreting and understanding ritual and its role in 
shaping political and social identity and worldview. Focuses on cases drawn from 
the contemporary Muslim world. Norton. 4 cr. 

CAS AN 568 Symbol, Myth, and Rite. Historical overview of ritual behavior, the 
role of symbolism in the study of culture, and the narrative quality of worldview 
and belief. Emphasis on verbal performance and public display events in specific 
cultural contexts. Weller. 4 cr, 1st sem. 

GRS AN 771 Political Anthropology of the Modern World . Examines the 
concepts of political anthropology and applies them to the analysis of the origins 
and development of the modern political world. Special attention to nations and 
nationalism, the state and modern development, comparative political culture, and 
urban and agrarian political change. A.R. Norton. 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 

The most useful courses would be at the MA level, BUT all require elementary 
calculus an many require statistics. Therefore we have included some 
undergraduate courses as well. � � 

CAS EC 507 Statistics for Economists. The first half of the course covers 
descriptive statistics, measures of association, dispersion, frequency distribution, 
probability, sampling distributions, estimation, and hypothesis testing. The second 
half of the course introduces multivariate regression analysis, with an emphasis on 
specification, testing, and interpretation of econometric models. Students will be 
introduced to statistical software packages and required to use these to generate 
results. 

CAS EC 508 Econometrics . Provides standard econometric tools necessary to 
perform and evaluate empirical research in economics, either in a research or 
business setting. Three basic concepts in econometrics are introduced: quantifying 
uncertainty using confidence intervals; inferring causal relationships in 
regressions; and prediction based on regression estimates. Topics include 
heteroskedasticity, limited dependent variables, errors in variables, stationary and 
autocorrelated time seres. Exercises will be assigned using statistical software 
packages. Matrix algebra not required.  � � 

CAS EC 513 Game Theory. Models of decision-making in which the choices of 



different individuals interact: basic equilibrium notions in normal form games, 
including signaling games and repeated games. Applications include auctions, 
foreign policy, takeover bids, entry deterrence, cooperation and conflict, financial 
markets and public goods.  � � 

CAS EC 515 The Economics of Information. Introduction to the field of 
information economics and its applications. Covers a wide range of situations in 
which players have access to different private information and this private 
information differently affects their incentives and strategic behavior.  � � 

CAS EC531 Market Structure and Industrial Organization. The course 
focuses on the main interactions between firms and consumers under different 
market conditions and market structures. Among the issues discussed: profit 
maximization, monopoly power, price discrimination, bundling, oligopoly and 
imperfect competition, entry deterrence, quality choice and advertising.  � � 

CAS EC 536 Organizational Economics. Economic analysis of the architecture 
of firms and other organizations. Topics include firm boundaries, the allocation of 
ownership and control, integration and outsourcing, corporate governance, 
performance evaluation, and compensation.  � � 

CAS EC 538 Advanced Topics in Law and Economics . Not currently offered 
 � � 

CAS EC 545 Financial Economics. Provides a sound understanding of the 
economic principles of finance, including the financial decisions and capital 
structure of a corporation and its relation to capital markets. Models of capital asset 
pricing and investors" behavior are also discussed. Statistics required. � � 

CAS EC 551 Economics of Labor Markets. Economic behavior of labor market 
institutions in the United States wages determination, labor allocation, 
discrimination, economics of trade unions, and industrial relations. Implications of 
labor market behaviors for public policy. � � 

CAS EC 561 Public Economics I. Applies microeconomic theory to public-policy 
decisions around the world. The unifying underlying methodology is applied 
welfare economics or cost-benefit analysis. The applications are to project 
evaluation, taxation, regulation, shadow pricing, privatization, policy impact 
analysis, and valuing external effects such as pollution and congestion. � � 



CAS EC 571 Energy and Environmental Economics. Environmental resources 
and markets characterized from physical, economic, and legal standpoints. Welfare 
arguments for public-sector intervention. Methodologies for policy assessment and 
simulation analyzed, including project analysis, new technology, evaluation 
models, deterministic and econometric models.  � � 

CAS EC 572 Public Control of Business. Examines economic theory and case 
studies of antitrust policy, government regulation of private industry and the 
operation of state-owned enterprises. Case studies are drawn from both the 
industrialized and developing countries. � � 

CAS EC 581 Health Economics I . Demand for insurance and health care, moral 
hazard, and adverse selection. Supply of health care; quality and price competition. 
Physician agency, payment systems, capitation, risk management, and managed 
care. Emphasis on U.S. institutions, although concepts are relevant to other 
countries. � � 

CAS EC 591 International Trade . Covers both theory and empirical evidence on 
international trade with reference to both industrialized and developing economies. 
Covers the factor content of trade, the role of technology and technology diffusion 
in determining trade patterns, scale economics and imperfect competion in trade, 
and elements of economic geography in trade. Policy interventions: tariffs, the 
exchange rate, trading blocs and political economy of reform.  � � 

CAS EC 325 Economics of Poverty and Discrimination in the United States. 
Examines who is poor in the United States and how the evidence of poverty has 
changed over time. Various economic theories for the causes of poverty and 
discrimination are presented for examination and discussion. � � 

CAS EC 332 Market Structure and Economic Performance . Structure of the 
American economy. The theory of imperfect competition. Topics include firm 
concentration and conglomeration; consumer ignorance and market failure; 
advertising and technological change as part of market performance. � � 

CAS EC 333 Seminar on Market Organization and Public Policy. Discussion 
of selected markets determined by the instructor. Introduction to antitrust and 
regulatory policy. � � 

CAS EC 337 Economic Analysis of Legal Issues. Economic analysis of current 
important legal issues. Contributions of economics to analysis of contracts, torts, 



property, and crime. Effects of property rights on allocation of resources and 
distribution of income. Market and nonmarket schemes guiding various 
activities. � � 

CAS EC 338 Advanced Topics in Law and Economics. Advanced topics in the 
economic analysis of legal issues, including corporate, securities, employment, and 
bankruptcy law. Term paper required. � � 

CAS EC 355 Economics of the Workplace and Public Policy. Analysis of the 
economic theories of personnel management and labor relations relating to wage 
determination, human capital investment, and labor productivity. Examines the 
economics of both unionized and nonunion workplaces, along with public policies 
toward unions, collective bargaining, and workplace regulation. � � 

CAS EC 367 Economics of the Public Sector . Basic principles of public finance; 
consideration of classical and modern attitudes toward government revenues and 
expenditures. Survey of problems related to public debt and budget making. 
Evaluation of fiscal policy as an instrument of control. � � 

CAS EC 371 Environmental Economics. Role of economics in environmental 
planning. Economic analysis of the causes of pollution and its control through 
taxes, the use of property rights, and standards. Application of cost-benefit models 
as an aid in policy decisions affecting the environment. Domestic and international 
issues addressed. � � 

CAS EC 377 Government, Business, and Labor. Examines the role of 
government in the management of economic affairs. Analyzes public policies to 
improve the performance of the economy. Topics include industrial regulation, 
economic planning, labor market policy, income policy, and public 
enterprises. � � 

CAS EC 403 Game Theory. Models of decision making in which the choices of 
different individuals interact. � � 

CAS EC 414 Introduction to Econometrics. Single equation models, hypothesis 
testing, econometric problems (errors in variables, heteroscedesticity, 
autocorrelation), instrumental variables, and simultaneous equation models. 
Emphasis will be on application to a variety of economic problems through the use 
of computer program packages. � � 



CAS EC 436 Economics of Corporate Organization. Economic analysis of the 
architecture of firms and other organizations. Topics include firm boundaries, the 
allocation of ownership and control, integration and outsourcing, corporate 
governance, performance evaluation, and compensation.  � � 

CAS EC 445 Economics of Risk and Uncertainty. Emphasis on quantitative 
links between theory and data. Topics include expected utility, portfolio choice and 
the capital asset pricing model, interest rates and monetary policy, the relation 
between the real economy and the stock market.  

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

The department of English has many courses that might interest law students, 
detailed below.  Listed below are courses in the theory of literary interpretation, 
since legal interpretation often relies on techniques of interpretation developed in a 
literary context. Students would also be welcome to take any graduate-level course 
in literature (courses numbered 500 and above), as many law students have a deep 
interest in literature and literary analysis, and since analyzing, interpreting and 
writing about literary texts provides both skills that are useful to lawyers and 
access to the rich cultural and intellectual tradition that underlies our law. Students 
should understand that a substantial number of English department courses vary 
from year to year. With the exception of EN 792, Introduction to Recent Critical 
Theory, 700-level graduate seminars change each year; some are repeated fairly 
regularly, while others may be taught only once. Most topic-based upper-level 
literature courses also change each year, sometimes repeating and sometimes not. 
Therefore, interested students should always consult the most up to date list of 
courses available. 

Courses offered every year: 

CAS EN 515/516 History of the English Language I and II. 

CAS EN 604 Literary Criticism I. Survey of major philosophical discussions of 
literature from ancient Greece to the late nineteenth century. 

CAS EN 605 Literary Criticism II.  Survey of literary critical perspectives and 
trends in humanistic theory relevant to literary interpretation from the mid-20th 
century onward. 

GRS EN 792 Introduction to Recent Critical Theory and Method. A selective 



study of recent literary theory and criticism, with emphasis on comparison of 
critical frameworks and methods. 

Recent Courses that would be of special interest to law students: [note – these 
courses may or may not be repeated] 

GRS EN 791 Law and American Narrative. This course examines the 
intersections of law and narrative in American literature and culture. Texts include 
judicial opinions, novels, law review articles, trial studies, historical materials, 
literary criticism. We will look for continuities and discontinuities, how narrative 
and storytelling function within the law, why legal issues and trials are so central to 
American literature, how ethical concerns are figured in the discourse of each and 
how each participates in larger cultural conversations. (offered 2002 and 2006) 

CAS EN 576  Studies in Literature and Gender: Gay/Lesbian Literature and 
Film. Literary and cinematic representations of gay and lesbian life in historical 
and cultural contexts. Topics include: mechanisms of homophobia; forging of 
homosexual identities; effects of same-sex desire on artistic form and conventions. 
(S 2009) 

CAS EN 588  Studies in African American Literature: Political Activism and 
African American Literature. Representations of politics in African American 
literature, along with the historical impact of US political movements on the 
tradition’s forms and themes. 

GRS EN 727 Literature and Politics in the Age of Queen Anne. Authors 
include Pope, Swift, Defoe, Manley, Addison, Steele and Gay. Close attention to 
partisan politics and the other arts. (F 2008) 

GRS EN 746/HI 757 Global South. Examination of US South in global historical 
and cultural contexts: New World colonialism; hemispheric plantation society; US 
imperialism; decolonization; contemporary globalization. Attention to 
interdisciplinary method. (S 2009) 

GRS EN 772 Modernist Authenticity Shifting notions of authenticity and the 
aesthetics of the counterfeit (mask, lying forgery) from Wilde through figures such 
as Yeats, Joyce, Beckett, Magritte and Warhol, with attention t bad faith and a 
possible alternative in the negative authenticity of lying. (S 2009) 

GRS EN 763 Shakespeare, Tragedy, Succession. Early modern stagings of the 



logic and tragedy of succession – the political as well as that of the family. 
Readings include historical texts on Tudor-Stuart succession, as well as 
Shakespeare’s plays. (F 2008) 

GRS EN 776 Performing Gender in the Twentieth Century Representations of 
gender on twentieth century stages and intersections of gender with sexuality, race 
and class. (F 2008) 

GRS EN 734 Slavery and American Literature, 1830-1865. Slavery as a 
political, philosophical, and aesthetic topic in American literature.  Texts include 
canonical and less advertised works from Poe, Douglass, Melville, Stowe, 
Thoreau, Frank J. Webb, and others. (S 2009) 

CAS EN 676 Feminist Theories and Movements. Modes of feminist thought, 
including radical psychoanalytical, materialist, global, performance, and queer 
theories, and their relationship to literary studies and political movements. (S 2008) 

GRS EN 791 Before Class: Early Modern Distinctions The Elizabethan world-
picture’s dark flip side: the symbolic violence of social distinctions (gender, 
religion, race, occupation, learning, birth, accent, etc.) Major and minor Tudor-
Stuart works. (S 2008) 

CAS EN 665 (offered in F 2006  as EN 746) Money and Marriage in American 
Fiction. Marriage as literary plot, legal contract, market commodity, gendered 
constraint in the American novel 1796-1925,. Readings in law, economics, history, 
criticism. (F 2007) 

CAS EN 666 Critical Studies in Literature and Society: Census and Anti-
Census. The love-hate relationship between literature and demography in fiction, 
poetry, history and visual art. (F 2007) 

GRS EN 773 Pre-detection: Crime Narratives 1760-1845. English, American 
and French crime literature leading up to the emergence of the modern detective 
novel. Attention to models of narrative reconstruction and notions of evidence, 
induction, and investigation in emergent historical and criminological sciences.  (F 
2007) 

GRS EN 785 Queer Theory Intensive study of various lesbian, gay, and queer 
theories, with consideration of how they emerged from gender studies. (F 2007) 



CAS EN 665 Social Theories of the American Novel 1789-1900 Origins of the 
American novel in the context of political and social theories of the developing 
nation, the influence of the British novel, and recent critical approaches. (F 2006) 

GRS EN 772 Revolution and Romanticism British Romanticism in the context 
of the French Revolution debates of the 1790’s (F 2006) 

GRS EN 778 Shakespeare and/in History The context, social values and formal 
techniques of the innovative, often bizarre popular “historical” dramas that became 
authorized “history” for subsequent centuries. (S 2006) 

GRS EN 796 US Imperialism and Literary Culture. Interplay between US 
imperialism and modern literature 1880-1940. Relations between national 
reunification, foeign expansion, emergent empire, the fiction of region and race. (S 
2005) 

GRS EN 733 Antebellum American Literature Sermons, speeches, poetry, 
fiction and essays from the 1830’s to 1860’s. Responses to race and the Fugitive 
Slave Law; interactions among sensational, sentimental, romantic genres.  

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENT 

CAS GE 521 Environmental Law and Policy. Survey of the major features of 
environmental law and relevant procedural and constitutional issues. Comparison 
of practical realitites (political, economic, social, geographic, biological) with the 
ideal context for what should be. Projects include legal research and mock 
advocacy. Fall semester, Reibstein. �  

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

CAS HI 307: History of War Survey of warfare from early modern times. Topics 
include siege warfare and the rise of mass infantry armies, war at sea, battle 
histories that illustrate the transition to gunpowder technology and the revolution in 
military affairs. and the advent of total war. Cathal Nolan. TR 9:30-11. Area: 
American or European. 

CAS HI 356: The American Revolution, 1750-1800 The political, economic, and 
ideological causes of the American War for Independence; the construction of a 
new political system amid the passions of a revolutionary upheaval; and the 
gradual emergence of a new economic and cultural order in the United States. 



Brendan McConville. MWF 11-12. Area: American. 

CAS HI 360: Politics of the American Environment Examines how questions of 
natural resource distribution, environmental rights, and environmental hazards 
have shaped United States politics and governance, with a focus on the late 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Sarah Phillips. MWF 1-2. Area: American. 

CAS HI 361: The Civil War Era Examines the Civil War experience in a broad 
social and cultural context, looking at Northern and Southern society in 
antebellum, war-time, and post-war years. Emphasizes issues of slavery, race, and 
emancipation, as well as political crises of the era. Nina Silber. MWF 10-11. Area: 
American. 

CAS HI 363: Twentieth-Century United States, 1900-1945 

CAS HI 364: 20th-Century United States, 1945-1968 Origins and development 
of Cold War; McCarthyism, Eisenhower era; civil rights; Great Society; Vietnam; 
New Left and Counter-culture; feminism; rise of conservatism, religion, culture, 
and politics. Paul Schmitz. MWF 2-3. Area: American. 

CAS HI 365: United States Since 1968 Recent political, economic, social, and 
cultural history. Includes Nixon, Carter, and Reagan presidencies; stagflation; 
Watergate; "Me Decade"; end of the Cold War. Bruce Schulman. TR 12:30-2. 
Area: American. 

CAS HI 375: A History of Women in the United States 

CAS HI 424: European Socialism, 1789-1989 

CAS HI 430: Comparative European Fascism Analysis of the fascist 
phenomenon stressing its comparative and cross-cultural aspects. Delineation of 
characteristics of fascist movements in Italy, Germany, England, France, 
southeastern Europe, and the Iberian Peninsula. Jonathan Zatlin. T 12:30-3:30. 
Area: European. 

CAS HI 453: Three Revolutions Examines the rise of a distinctive Anglo-
American political culture in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Focus on 
the effects of the English civil wars, the Glorious Revolution, and the American 
Revolution on political thought, institutions, and behavior in America and Britain. 
Brendan McConville. M 12-3. Area: American or European. 



CAS HI 467: Postwar America: Issues in Political, Cultural, and Social 
History, 1945-1969 

CAS HI 468: American Society Since 1970: Issues in Domestic Political, 
Cultural, and Social History A historical investigation of the United States at the 
end of the American century, including Watergate and the imperial presidency, 
stagflation, the "New Politics" and the "Me Decade," conservatism, feminism, race 
relations, religion, politics, culture, community and family life. Paul Schmitz. F 9-
12. Area: American. 

CAS HI 502: Development of Historical Thinking II Investigating signal 
episodes in U.S. history from the Boston Massacre to the Iraq War, the course 
compares the "first drafts" of journalists to subsequent historical interpretations, 
analyzing not only how new evidence and chronological distance alter 
understanding of important events and historical processes, but also how different 
eras ask new questions about the past, interrogate different sources, and appeal to 
different audiences. Bruce Schulman. W 3:30-6:30. Area: American. 

CAS HI 537: World War II: Causes, Course, Consequences Begins with the 
origins of World War II in Asia and Europe, follows its major campaigns, and ends 
with its main consequences. Topics include diplomacy, grand strategy, command 
decisions, conditions of battle, and civilians in occupation and resistance. Cathal 
Nolan. R 3:30-6:30. Area: American or European. 

CAS HI 552: Topics in Jewish History Examines various aspects of Jewish 
culture, politics, and society. Topics vary from year to year and may include Jews 
in Poland and Jews on the Left. Topic for fall 2010: Modern Jewish Politics: 
Ideologies, Identities, and the "Jewish Question" Simon Rabinovitch. M 12-3. 
Area: European. 

CAS HI 566: Ideas and American Foreign Policy Examines the intellectual 
foundations of U.S. foreign policy from the founding of the republic to the present. 
Andrew Bacevich. TR 9:30-11. Area: American 

CAS HI 580: The History of Racial Thought Study of racial thinking and feeling 
in Europe and the United States since the fifteenth century. Racial thinking in the 
context of Western encounters with non-European people and Jews; its relation to 
social, economic, cultural, and political trends. Allison Blakely. M 2-5. Area: 
World/Regional. 



CAS HI 588: Women, Power, and Culture in Africa Understanding the role of 
women in African history. Topics include the Atlantic slave trade, power, religion, 
the economy, resistance movements, health, the state, and kinship. Emphasis on 
the period before independence. Linda Heywood. W 3-6. Area: World/Regional 
(premodern). 

CAS HI 589: Nature's Past: Histories of Environment and Society Historians' 
approaches to environmental history, including human elements of technology, 
demography, local knowledge, political ecology, social organization. Geographical 
foci include North America, Atlantic World, Asia, and Africa. James McCann. W 
3-6. Area: World/Regional. 

GRS HI 745: Readings in Early American History 

GRS HI 749: United States History, 1850-1900 Topic for Fall 2010: Region, 
Race, Disunion, and Reunion in 19th-Century Historiography Nina Silber. M 12-3. 

GRS HI 751: Recent American History 

GRS HI 752: Readings in American Political History 

GRS HI 755: American Immigration History 

GRS HI 759: United States Foreign Policy The intellectual foundations of U.S. 
foreign policy since Roosevelt's coming to office in 1933. David Mayers. M 3-6. 

GRS HI 770: African Historiography Examines historical writing on the African 
continent through key trends in the study of themes and regional historiographies. 
Also highlights recent important works in the field. Diana Wylie. R 3:30-6:30. 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

CAS IR 513 (PO 546) Bureaucracy and Governance: A Comparative Inquiry: 
Prereq: Junior standing or consent of instructor. Bureaucracy is not only credited 
with underpinning economic development but also blamed for corruption and 
inefficiency. Exploring both theory and comparative development, this course 
looks at some of the most basic and important issues informing our understanding 
of governance. Fewsmith 

CAS IR 516 Intelligence and Homeland Security: Aspects of homeland security, 



including information and intelligence sharing, the role of first responders, the 
structure and functioning of the system, and defensive and operational aspects. No 
prior knowledge of intelligence or security issues required.  Hulnick / Wippl 

CAS IR 521 Congress and National Security. Seminar on the constitutional, 
historical, and practical role of the U.S. Congress in foreign defense policy. 
Analyzes the powers of the relevant committees and illustrates Congress' role in 
war making, treaties, appointments, and broad policy directions. Wippl 

CAS IR 531 Intercultural Communication. Examines communicative problems 
that arise in contact between people from different cultural backgrounds in 
everyday life, social service encounters, and business transactions. Uses 
interdisciplinary approaches to study how verbal and nonverbal presentation, 
ethnic, gender, and cultural differences affect communication. Haqqani / Maître 

CAS IR 535 Diplomacy and Statecraft. Prereq:  junior standing or consent of 
instructor.  Examines the mechanisms and process of diplomacy in historical 
context, to assess approaches to the implementation of foreign policy, analyze the 
success and failure of these approaches in different circumstances, and consider 
wider issues in the application of statecraft. Goldstein 

CAS IR 536 (GE 536) European Environmental Policy. Focuses on key 
concepts, actors, and issues related to European integration, environmental policy 
making, and sustainable development. Also examines transatlantic environmental 
relations and the role of the European Union in global environmental governance. 
Selin 

CAS IR 544 Comparative Political Systems and Foreign Policies. Ideology and 
raison d’état in international relations. Ethnic conflict, nation, and state.  National 
and territorial aspirations; alliance systems and spheres of influence.  Policy 
formation in closed societies.  Factional rivalries and "debates;" elite groups and 
"feudal" features of closed societies.  The democratic experience; party and 
electoral systems. Ra’anan 

CAS IR 546 Power and Legitimacy: Ideology as a Political Tool. Using original 
texts from Plato to Havel, political theories and ideologies are studied as 
instruments of power. Analysis of the relationship between ideas, political elites, 
institutions, decision-making processes, and legitimacy. Emphasis is on the newly 
emerged post-totalitarian states. Lukes 



CAS IR 547 The Intellectuals and the Powers. Intellectuals are the priestly class 
of many secular societies, ascribing significance to events and frequently offering 
visions of revolutionary redemption.  This course examines the history of their 
emergence and their influence on European nations, particularly in shaping 
twentieth-century authoritarian regimes. Rosenberger 

CAS IR 562 Politics and Religion in Modern Europe: Church-State Relations 
in Comparative Perspective. This course examines the relationship between 
politics and religion in modern Europe. Through a comparative treatment of 
church-state constitutional arrangements in a religiously plural Europe, the course 
considers the implications for issues of public religion, human rights, and 
democracy. Prodromou 

CAS IR 573 Introduction to Public International Law. Considers the role of 
international law in efforts to solve current problems of world order. Emphasis on 
environmental protection and the regulation of ocean space and resources; the role 
of law in conflict and cooperation, and in the quest for international security. 
Chehabi 

CAS IR 574 (PO 574) Ethics and International Relations. Examines important 
ethical approaches to normative controversies of contemporary world politics.  
Such questions as: Is my nation always right? Can war be justifies? Is terrorism 
always wrong? What is the place of human rights in foreign policy? Jackson 

CAS IR 594 (GE 594) Global Environmental Negotiation and Policy. Key 
concepts, actors, concerns, and issues related to the process of negotiating global 
environmental policies. Overviews of the international system and environmental 
problematic; an international negotiation simulation; case studies of global 
agreement on ozone depletion, climate change, desertification, and biodiversity, 
among others.  Selin 

CAS IR 596 Globalization and Contemporary Capitalism in Advanced 
Industrialized Nations. How has globalization affected national sovereignty and 
control?  Competing hypotheses are examined with specific reference to the 
internationalization of trade and the financial markets, and its impact on the three 
postwar models of capitalism. Schmidt 

CAS IR 598 International Business Intelligence and Security Practices. 
Introduction to practices of international business intelligence and industrial 
security, including legal and ethical issues, and investment and market analysis for 



strategic planning. Lectures are supplemented by a team exercise on dealing with 
risk in the overseas environment. Hulnick 

CAS IR 599 (GE 599) Science, Politics, and Climate Change. This course 
applies a science and technology studies perspective to climate change science and 
policy. The course examines the relationships between scientific and political 
systems with a focus on climate change science and policy at global, national and 
local levels. Selin 

GRS IR 712 International State Systems. The pivotal issues in the development 
of the international state system will be explored: the presumed obsolescence of 
the national state through economic interdependence, democratic peace, and 
transnational demands; the rise and fall of great powers as states, hegemonies, and 
empires. Jackson 

GRS IR 718 International Migration and Diaspora in World Politics. The 
movement of people across borders is reshaping world politics. This course 
explores three phenomenon with reference to the import on the economy, domestic 
politics, regional integration, national identity, and the institution of the sovereign 
nation state. Berger 

GRS IR 768 Reform of the State: Political and Institutional Reforms in Latin 
America. Examines political and institutional reforms that were developed in Latin 
America over the last two decades in order to improve democracy and advance 
state capacity to respond to social needs. Blanco 

GRS IR 772 Classics of International Relations. A reading of major 
international relations classics of the twentieth century in the original texts, 
assessed both in their historical context and from a contemporary point of view. 
Fromkin 

GRS IR 789 Globalization, Development, Governance. Covers the latest theory 
and evidence related to international trade and development policy.  Additional 
focus on how these issues are dealt with by the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
and international economic agreements. Gallagher  �  

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS 

Members of the department feel that the most directly useful courses for Law 
students �center around our statistics courses.  It seems that legal issues that 

http://www.bu.edu/ir/courses/500/Selin%20IR%20599.pdf
http://www.bu.edu/ir/courses/700/Jackson%20IR%20712.pdf
http://www.bu.edu/ir/courses/700/Berger%20IR%20718.pdf
http://www.bu.edu/ir/courses/700/Fromkin%20IR%20772.pdf
http://www.bu.edu/ir/courses/700/Gallagher%20IR%20789.pdf


involve an understanding �of basic statistics are constantly in the news (and 
frequently misunderstood).  The following courses �are introductory courses, that 
are taught by a variety of instructors.  Students with sufficient �background could 
(and should) take more advanced courses. � � 

CAS MA 213 Basic Statistics and Probability  Prereq: good background in high 
school algebra. *Students may receive credit for not more than one of the 
following courses: CAS MA 113, MA 115, or MA 213. Elementary treatment of 
probability densities, means, variances, correlation, independence, the binomial 
distribution, the central limit theorem. Stresses understanding and theoretical 
manipulation of statistical concepts. 4 cr. either sem.  � � 

CAS MA 214 Applied Statistics Prereq:(CASMA213) or consent of instructor. 
*Students may receive credit for not more than one of the following courses: CAS 
MA 116, MA 214, or MA 614. Inference about proportions, goodness of fit, 
student's t-distribution, tests for normality; two-sample comparisons, regression 
and correlation, tests for linearity and outliers, residual analysis, contingency 
tables, analysis of variance. description update 4 cr. either sem.  

CAS MA 416 Analysis of Variance Prereq:(CASMA116 OR CASMA214) or 
equivalent. *Fundamental concepts and analytical skills in analysis of variance, 
including crossed and nested designs, as well as fixed- and random- effect models. 
Trend analysis for repeated measures, expected mean squares, and non-parametric 
techniques. SAS is used throughout the course. 4 cr. either sem.  Massaro � � 

CAS MA 684 Applied Multiple Regression and Multivariable Methods Prereq: 
one year of statistics. Grad Prereq: one year of statistics. *Application of 
multivariate data analytic techniques. Multiple regression and correlation, 
confounding and interaction, variable selection, categorical predictors and 
outcomes, logistic regression, factor analysis, MANOVA, discriminant analysis, 
regression with longitudinal data, repeated measures, ANOVA. 4 cr. either 
sem. Heeren � � 

CAS MA 685 Advanced Topics in Applied Statistical Analysis 
Prereq:(CASMA684) or consent of instructor. Grad Prereq:(CASMA684) or 
consent of instructor. *Continues topics of CAS MA 684 at a more advanced level. 
Canonical correlation, multivariate analysis of variance, multivariate regressions. 
Categorical dependent variables techniques; discriminant analysis, logistic 
regression, log-linear analysis. Factor analysis; principal-axes, rotations, factor 
scores. Cluster analysis. Power analysis. Extensive use of statistical software. 4 cr. 



either sem. D' Agostino �  

DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES AND 
COMPARATIVE LITERATURE  

MLCL teaches literature and language courses that may interest law students. 
Literature courses are detailed below. The proximity of methods of legal 
interpretation to techniques of literary interpretation makes literature courses likely 
choices; many MLCL literature courses read all works in English translation and 
presume no knowledge of the original language(s). 200-level courses are not 
necessarily elementary; in MLCL that number merely means the course is 
conducted entirely in English. Some courses vary from year to year and the list 
below is a 2010 snapshot, far from exhaustive. Interested students should always 
consult the most up-to-date list of courses available, generally posted at 
www.bu.edu/mlcl . 

Language courses are of obvious utility to students who expect to work even 
occasionally with speakers of languages other than English as well as to those with 
an interest in international law. MLCL offers full sequences of language courses in 
Arabic, Chinese, German, Hebrew, Hindi-Urdu, Japanese, Korean, Persian, 
Russian, and Turkish. (Other languages are offered through Romance Studies, 
Classics, African Studies, and Deaf Studies [SED].)  MLCL language courses are 
not detailed below but can be found at www.bu.edu/mlcl . 

CAS XL 381 - Topics in Gender and Literature (in English translation) 

CAS XL 470 - Topics in Comparative Literature 

CAS XL 556 - Topics in Literature and Culture 

CAS LG 287/464 - German Cinema (in English Translation) 

Weimar Cinema (1918-1933): Theory, Practice, Criticism and Context. 
German silent films from Caligari to Hitler, viewed in the aesthetic context of 
contemporary and recent film theory and criticism and in the broader cultural 
context of the interwar Weimar Republic (1918-1933), with Soviet Russian, 
American and international points of comparison.  Films by Robert Wiene, Fritz 
Lang, F.W. Murnau, G.W. Pabst, Walther Ruttmann, Dziga-Vertov, Leni 
Riefenstahl et al.; theoretical and critical texts by Siegfried Kracauer, Rudolf 

http://www.bu.edu/mlcl
http://www.bu.edu/mlcl


Arnheim, Bela Balázs, Sergei Eisenstein, Dziga-Vertov and others. Class 
conducted in English and all readings are in English. Weekly film screenings.   

CAS LG 350 - Introduction to German Literature. 

Topic for Fall 2010: True Crime: Schuld, Verbrechen, Gesellschaft und 
Gerechtigkeit in der deutschsprachigen Literatur, 1782-1991. Introduces a range of 
classical German literary texts of the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. This was a period in which German and Austrian writers frequently 
thematized the changes in laws and conceptions of law that the wrenching social 
and political changes of modernity brought with them. We will pay special 
attention to the expression of social pressures apparent in literary treatments of 
crime and to definitions of the borderline between criminality and insanity. Texts 
by Karl Philipp Moritz, A.G. Meissner, Friedrich Schiller, G.A. Bürger, Ludwig 
Tieck, Georg Büchner, Alfred Döblin, Monika Maron.  Prereq: LG303 

CAS LG 455 - Twentieth-Century Culture: Before 1945 

Surveys a period of critical change and tremendous vitality in German-speaking 
culture and literature. Works by Rilke, Hofmannsthal, Mann, Kafka, Brecht, and 
others. Topics in politics, society, film, the arts. Practice in writing and 
interpretation. 

CAS LH 350 - Hebrew Narrative 

East and West in Israeli Society. How Ashkenazi and Sepharadi Israeli writers 
perceive the encounter of immigrants from Europe and the Middle East with each 
other, and with the land of Israel. Sources include works by Oz, Tamuz, Amir, 
Michael, as well as film, popular music, and visual arts from the early twentieth 
century through the present. Prereq: CAS LH 212 

CAS LJ 451 - Topics in Japanese Literature 

CAS LJ 480 - Japanese Women Writers (in English translation) 

After introducing Japan’s astounding early tradition of writing by women such as 
Murasaki Shikibu (Tale of Genji) and Sei Shonagon (The Pillow Book) around 
1000AD, the course focuses on their legacy in the modern era. That legacy 
includes the “Modern Murasakis” of the turn of the century (Higuchi Ichiyo and 



others), radical “modern girls” of the 1920s and 1930s, and the postwar writers 
who made their way into the core of the literary establishment with sexually 
explicit and challenging works. The final section of the course will deal with 
Yoshimoto Banana’s 1980s bestseller, Kitchen, and the newest generation of 
prizewinning very young women writers.  Through these works we will discuss the 
concept of “feminine” (joryû) writing styles in Japan, and changing views on 
gender and sexuality in modern Japan. 

CAS LZ 280 - Persian Epic (in English translation) 

The continuity of Persian literary traditions from medieval to modern times. 
Readings of one of the narrative cycles from the tenth-century Persian national 
epic, Shahnameh (Book of Kings), sufi allegorical tales, romances, and the modern 
novel King of the Benighted.  All readings in English translation. 

CAS LR 250 - Classics of Russian Prose (in English translation) 

Prose works that define the Russian literary tradition, including Pushkin's Queen of 
Spades, Gogol's Overcoat, Turgenev's Fathers and Sons, Dostoyevsky's Notes from 
the Underground, Tolstoy's Anna Karenina. 

CAS LR 280 - Dostoyevsky (in English translation) 

His literary and ideological development. Short novels, diaries, and major novels: 
Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, The Possessed, Brothers Karamazov. 

CAS LR 351 - Introduction to Analysis of Russian Poetic Texts 

Close reading of selected poems of the great Russian poets of the nineteenth and 
twentieth century: Pushkin, Lermontov, Tyutchev, Fet, Nekrasov, Blok, 
Akhmatova, Mayakovsky, Tsvetaeva, Mandelshtam, and Pasternak. Prereq: CAS 
LR 212  

CAS LY 284 Arabs Write War: War, Poetry, Prose and Drama Since 1948  
Depiction of recent wars (may include 1948, 1967, Lebanese Civil War, 1991 Gulf 
War, Iraq War (“war on terror) in Arabic novels, poems, plays and memoirs. 
Reading in English.   

GRS LY 441/741 1001 Nights in the World Literary Imagination What is The 



Thousand and One Nights? How has this ever-expanding collection appealed to its 
diverse audiences? Focus on Nights structure and themes, notable translations and 
offshoots in western literature and art, and later appropriations by Arab and 
Muslim writers.   

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

PH450/650: Types of Ethical Theory. Prereq:(CASPH350) and two other 
philosophy courses, or consent of instructor. *Close reading of several essential 
works in the history of ethical theory, including some of the following: Plato, 
Aristotle, Spinoza, Kant, and Mill. �Last offered: Fall 07 by Dr. Sreedhar; this 
course is regularly taught by Dr. Sreedhar or Dr. Star, both members of the 
Department of Philosophy. � �  � 

PH451/651: Contemporary Ethical Theory. Prereq:(CASPH350) or consent of 
instructor. *An examination of twentieth-century English and American moral 
theories including those of Moore, Foot, Williams, MacIntyre, and Rawls.  4 cr. 
either sem.  �Last offered: Spring 06 by Dr. Keller; this course is regularly taught 
by Dr. Star, a member of the Department of Philosophy. �  �  � 

PH452/652: Ethics of Health Care. Prereq:(CASPH350) and two other 
philosophy courses, or consent of instructor (PH 150 and PH 251 are 
recommended). *Medicine and health care offer a unique opportunity to explore 
the nature of humanity and the world and to ask fundamental questions concerning 
the nature of birth, life, and death, and what it is to be a person. Readings from 
both classical and contemporary writings in ethics, medicine, law, and public 
health policy. 4 cr. 2nd sem. �Last offered:  Spring 09 by Dr. Fialova; this course, 
a requirement for certain schools in the university, is not regularly taught by a 
regular faculty member. � �  � 

PH453/653: Theories of Political Society. Prereq:(CASPH350) *An examination 
of recent political accounts of "modernity," that is, of the unique character of 
advanced industrial cultures. Readings include classic authors (Rousseau, Marx, 
Freud, Weber) and contemporary writers (Habermas, MacIntyre, Lyotard, 
Toulmin). 4 cr. either sem.  �Last offered: Fall 08 by Dr. James; this course is 
regularly taught by Dr. Sreedhar, a member of the Department of Philosophy and 
by Dr. Baxter who has a joint appointment in Philosophy and Law. �  �  � 

PH455/655: Legal Philosophy. Prereq:(CASPH350) *Study of the seminal notion 
of "natural law" and its developments from Grotius and Pufendorf through Hegel. 



Discussion of the connection between natural law and natural rights, as well as 
views about duty and virtue. Centrality of these concepts to legal as well as moral 
and political philosophy. 4 cr. On Demand �Last offered: Fall 07 by Dr. Baxter; 
this course is regularly taught by Dr. Lyons and Dr. Baxter, both of whom have 
joint appointments in Philosophy and Law. � �  � � 

PH458/658: Crime and Punishment: Philosophical Perspectives. 
Prereq:(CASPH350) and two other philosophy courses *Study of fundamental 
issues in criminal law, including the theory and definition of crime; economic, 
utilitarian, and retributivist justifications of punishment; exculpating 
circumstances; the death penalty; and the relationship between law and politics. 4 
cr. either sem.  �Last offered: Spring 06 by Dr. Garrett; this course is regularly 
taught by Dr. Garrett, a member of the Department of Philosophy. �  �  � 

PH459/659: Political and Legal Philosophy. Prereq: consent of instructor. 
*Examination of the individual's responsibilities under law, specifically of the idea 
that there is a general moral obligation to obey the law, including unjust law, and 
the contrasting idea of civil disobedience – the possibility of morally justified 
resistance to law.4 cr. either sem.  �Last offered:  Spring 08 by Dr. Vanderschraaf; 
this course is regularly taught by Dr. Lyons and Dr. Baxter, both of whom have 
joint appointments in Philosophy and Law. � �  � � 

PH481/681:Topics in the Philosophy of Law. Prereq: (CASPH455) or consent of 
instructor. This course description is currently under construction.  4 cr. On 
Demand �Last offered: Spring 09 by Dr. Simons; this course is regularly taught by 
Dr. Simons, a member of the faculty of the Law School. � �  

PH485/685: Topics in Philosophy of Value. Prereq:(CASPH450 OR CASPH451 
OR CASPH452 OR CASPH453 OR CASPH454 OR CASPH455 OR CASPH457) 
any one philosophy course from CAS PH 450-457, or consent of instructor. 
*Examines conceptions of the good, based upon the sorts of phenomena that we 
value, i.e, the sorts of things we deem "good" or "valuable," and our modes of 
access to these phenomena. The examination draws on similar historical and 
contemporary treatments.  4 cr. On Demand �Last offered: Spring 08 by Dr. 
Lyons; this course is regularly taught by Dr. Lyons and by other members of the 
Department of Philosophy. � �  

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Political science offers many courses on politics and governance that might be 



relevant. Students specializing in comparative law may find courses on 
comparative politics of special interest. In addition, these courses may be of special 
relevance: 

CAS PO 510 American Politics and the Separation of Powers. Prereq: CAS PO 
211 or consent of instructor. Examines inter-institutional dynamics in the 
American system of separated powers. Explicit focus on the relationships between 
the president, Congress, and judiciary, and on the strategies each employs to affect 
political outputs. Kriner. 4 cr, 

CAS PO 513 Development of American Constitutional Law. Prereq: CAS PO 
211. A survey of the development of constitutional law and the exercise of power 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. The course is drawn entirely from decisions of the 
U.S. Supreme Court and the principal theme is the development of national 
constitutions and power. Silverstein. 4 cr, 

CAS PO 521 Democratic Governance. What is good governance, and what are 
its social and political bases? These questions, at the heart of political science since 
Aristotle, are addressed empirically, through case studies tracing the performance 
of democratic nation-states across several policy dimensions. Gerring. 4 cr. 

CAS PO 523 Global Justice. Charts the course of human development over 
history and inquires why the quality of life varies so dramatically in the world 
today. Geographic, economic, cultural, and political factors are explored. Gerring. 
4 cr. 

CAS PO 564 From Slavery to Freedom: Abolition in Comparative Perspective. 
Meets with CAS AA 564. How did legalized slavery, a worldwide practice for 
thousands of years, end? The process of abolition in the Americas, Africa, and 
elsewhere is examined and compared to the later regulation of forced labor and to 
contemporary slavery. Crawford. 4 cr. 

CAS PO 574 Ethics and International Relations. (Meets with CAS IR 574.) 
Seminar examining and employing important approaches of international ethics to 
understand selected normative controversies of contemporary world politics. Is my 
country always right? Can war be justified? Is terrorism always wrong? What is the 
place of human rights in foreign policy? Jackson. 4 cr. 



CAS PO 599 Freedom. Prereq: �junior standing or two political philosophy 
courses. Seminar on ideas of freedom—political, economic, religious, moral, 
intellectual, and educational—focusing on works published during the eighteenth 
through twentieth centuries in Europe and America. Swanson. 4 cr. 

GRS PO 741 Public Policy Analysis. Seminar in analytical concepts and rational 
policymaking models applies to each of several issue areas: education, welfare, 
health care, economy, and the environment in the United States and Europe. 
Rossell. 4 cr. 

DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION  

GRS RN 645 Islamic Law. A survey of major trends in Islamic jurisprudence 
from the 7th century to the present; the structure of Islamic law, its regulative 
principles, its place in Islamic society, and the mechanisms by which it is 
elaborated and applied.  

GRS RN 697 Section A1: Topics in Philosophy and Religion. God, Politics, 
and Philosophy. From head scarves to school prayer, the intersection of religion 
and politics raises important philosophical questions. Course parallels Institute for 
Philosophy and Religion’s lecture series. Also offered as GRS PH 656.   

GRS RN 766 Religion and The Problem Of Tolerance. Explores the religious 
roots of tolerance as an alternative to secular, more liberal foundations for 
pluralism. Grapples with the challenge of tolerance to the revealed religions and 
the ways different societies have met or failed to meet this challenge. 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY  

CAS SO 415/GRS SO 815 - Seminar: Sociology of Law. Classical and 
contemporary perspectives on law's development in society. Selected applications 
of law are then examined with attention to constraints on law's ability to achieve 
such societal goals as justice and equality and to alter social relations 
fundamentally. (Yeager) 

CAS SO 559 - Seminar: Deviance and Social Control.  Focus on major 
institutional methods for responding to deviant behavior and the resultant 
organizational structures that are created. The various methods of control and their 
implications for social policy. (Yeager) 



CAS SO 403/GRS SO 803 - Seminar: Gender Stratification 

This course will allow students to further their understanding of the persistence of 
inequality between women and men in the workforce. What has changed and what 
has remained the same? We will examine the nature and causes of inequality in 
post/industrial societies, especially in the United States. Students will have the 
opportunity to engage in independent scholarship in the seminar, exploring their 
own questions about gender and work in greater depth. (Smith-Doerr) 

CAS SO 404/GRS SO 804 - Seminar: The Family. Implications for 
contemporary family life of global economic and cultural processes. Topics 
include immigrant families, transnational family networks, the emergence of 
adolescence as a life stage in developing countries, and the effects of the new 
postindustrial economy on families in the U.S. (Kibria) 

CAS SO 408/GRS SO 808 - Seminar: Ethnic, Race, and Minority Relations. 
Formation and position of ethnic minorities in the United States, including cross-
group comparisons from England, Africa, and other parts of the world. Readings 
and field experience. (Stone) 

CAS SO 418/GRS SO 818 - Seminar: Sociology of Medicine. Focuses on the 
medical profession, sources of its power and authority, the effects of recent 
changes in financing and delivery of healthcare. Medical training and decision-
making analyzed. Doctor-patient interaction and the use of alternative treatments. 

CAS SO 444/GRS SO 844 - Seminar: Sociology of Education. Swartz.  Explores 
how learning is executed in different settings and persons are selected to fit in 
various parts of our culture and how the institution of education contributes to 
social stability and change. Contemporary educational reforms are reviewed and 
their effects are analyzed. 

 CAS SO 450/GRS SO 850 - Seminar: Sociology of Technology. Smith-Doerr. 
Technologies in the four areas of knowledge, work, transportation, and biology are 
discussed in terms of their historical development and social implications. Benefits 
and costs of technology are examined with reference to current conflicts over use 
and misuse. 

CAS SO 534 - Seminar: Modernity and Social Change. Go. Evaluation of 
globalization. Themes include historical bases of globalization in colonialism and 
imperialism; increasing global interconnectedness; work pattern shifts; power of 



transnational and financial institutions; social movements against globalization; 
possible replacement of globalization with the "new imperialism." 


