Greetings!  I hope you are enjoying the Fall season.  Here are the reminders for the week:  
 

Administrative 
 
New Students who are U.S. Law School Grads:  Final JD Transcripts.  If you have not made arrangements for a final law school transcript indicating that you have been awarded your J.D. degree to be sent to the GTP office, please do so immediately.  We must have a final JD transcript on file.    
 
All New Students:  Renew Early Bird Registration by October 2nd.  If you haven’t already renewed your account, please do so soon at 111 Cummington Street. Visit http://www.bu.edu/computing/earlybird/ for more information.
 
Update Personal Information.  Please update your local address, phone number or email address by visiting the Student Link (www.bu.edu/studentlink).  This will automatically update your information in the University system.  To ensure that our office has your new contact information as well, please email this information to gradtax@bu.edu.  
 
GTP Current Students Section on BU Law Web site.  The LL.M. Student Central web site was launched three weeks ago.  This is where you’ll now go to access GTP course schedules, faculty bios, exam information, etc.  To access the Registration section of the site, you’ll need to use the following username and password:  username: gradtaxreg; password: gradtax.  Visit the site at http://www.bu.edu/law/central/llm/graduate/taxation/program/
 
 
GTP/LL.M. Events
 
Saturday, September 30, 2006:  Mt. Monadnock Hiking Trip.  Join students from all of the LL.M. Programs on a hike up Mt. Monadnock on Saturday, September 30th.  The view from the top of the mountain is spectacular – you can see points in all six New England states.  Our bus will depart promptly at 8:00 AM from outside the Marsh Chapel (735 Commonwealth Ave) and will drop us off after the climb (around 6:00 PM) at the same location.  If you would like to go on the hike, please contact Jessica Teague, Assistant Director of the Office of Foreign Programs, at ofp@bu.edu to reserve your seat on the bus.  The cost is $25/person.  We hope you can make it!
 
 
BU Law Events
 
Thursday, September 28, 2006 (12:45 pm to 2:00 pm): BU Law Welcome Back to School Party.  Please join Dean O'Rourke for a Welcome Back to School Party outside the Garo Lounge/Café on the 1st Floor Terrace. Pizza, salad and beverages will be provided. All BU Law students, faculty and staff are invited to attend. 
 
Thursday, September 28, 2006 (4:30 pm to 5:30 pm): Pro Bono Kick-off, featuring alumni Victor Garo and Stephanie Ives.  Come hear alumni Victor Garo ('65) and Stephanie Ives ('03) speak about their pro bono work, the impact of their work on their clients and on themselves personally and professionally. Meet representatives from some of our pro bono partner organizations: Bet Tzedek Legal Services, CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates), Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights, Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination, Volunteers Lawyers Project, Accion International, Student Hurricane Network and ECRI (formerly the Emergency Care Research Institute, a nonprofit health services research agency).  Location: Barristers Hall.  
 
Friday, September 29-30, 2006:  Extraordinary Powers in Ordinary Times.  This conference explores the political, ethical and constitutional issues raised when the law responds to emergencies such as natural disasters, disease and violence. We will examine how those legal responses shape long-term adjustments in society's view of what is normal.  Location: Barristers Hall.  To attend, please send your RSVP, including event title, to lawevent@bu.edu.  For more information visit http://www.bu.edu/law/events/extraordinarypowers.html.  To view the conference brochure, visit http://www.bu.edu/law/events/documents/Untitled-4.pdf. 
 
 
Boston Bar Association Events
 
Student Membership.  If you are interested in becoming a member of the Boston Bar Association, please stop by the Graduate Tax Program office.  There are membership application materials available.  This will be an excellent way to meet other tax attorneys in the Boston area.  
 
Tuesday, September 26, 2006 (12:30 pm to 1:30 pm): Foreign Lawyers Committee, “Foreign Companies Entering the U.S. Market.” Harald Horgen, CEO of York Group Consulting, will discuss some of the key business issues facing foreign companies that are planning to enter the U.S. job market.  Topics will include:  what makes the U.S. such a compelling market; why the U.S. is the wrong choice for many companies – the ABBA strategy; initial market selection; a brief overview of market entry options; key success factors.  Location:  BBA 16 Beacon Street, Boston.  RSVP by visiting http://www.bostonbar.org/rsvp.cfm?event=5080.  
 
Tuesday, September 26, 2006 (12:15 pm to 1:15 pm): Tax-Exempt Organizations Committee, “Pension Act I: Charitable Giving Incentives and Reform.” Martin Hall, a partner at Ropes & Gray LLP, will address the numerous provisions of the Pension Act of 2006 that affect charitable giving.  Provisions include: the limited IRA charitable rollover; S corporation gifts; new rules on gifts of tangible personal property; conservation easements; split interest trust reporting; gift recordkeeping requirements.  Location:  BBA, 16 Beacon Street, Boston.  RSVP by visiting http://www.bostonbar.org/rsvp.cfm?event=4878.   
 

Wednesday, September 27, 2006 (12:30 pm to 1:30 pm): ERISA Committee and Health Section Committee, “ERISA Preemption and the Massachusetts Health Care Reform Act (Ch. 58 of the Acts of 2006).” Diane M. Soubly, Seyfarth Shaw LLP will examine the requirements of the new Massachusetts Health Care Reform Act in light of the impact of ERISA's preemption requirements and how these provisions would fare if challenged. The Massachusetts Health Care Reform Act radically changes the way that health care is regulated in the Commonwealth, and it imposes a series of new requirements on employers relating to the group health insurance coverage. These requirements include a "fair share contribution" mandate, a "free rider" surcharge, a Code Section 125 cafeteria, non-discrimination rules for insured plans, and a host of new reporting and disclosure rules, among others.  Location: BBA, 16 Beacon Street, Boston.  Please RSVP by visiting http://www.bostonbar.org/rsvp.cfm?event=5613.   
 
 
Boston Estate Planning Council
 
Reduced Membership Fees for Full-Time Graduate Tax Program Students.  The Graduate Tax Program has partnered with the Boston Estate Planning Council (BEPC) to subsidize membership costs for full-time students.  BEPC will pay $65.00, the GTP will pay $65.00 and the student will be responsible for $65.00.  If you are interested in estate planning and plan to stay in Boston after graduation, joining BEPC will be a great way to network and meet other estate planning attorneys in the Boston area.  Membership application materials are available in the GTP Office.  When mailing your membership materials, please indicate that you are a Boston University Graduate Tax Program student.  You will NOT need to submit letters of recommendation.  For more information about BEPC, visit http://associationsites.com/main-pub.cfm?usr=bepc.  
 
 
Career Development Office Events
 
Thursday, September 28, 2006 (6:00 pm to 8:00 pm): Women's Bar Association New Lawyers Committee, “"Ask and You Shall Receive: Advocating and Negotiating for Yourself and Your Career". You're invited to attend an upcoming program sponsored by the Women's Bar Association New Lawyers Committee entitled. Panelists include: " Evelyn Murphy (President of The WAGE Project, Inc., Former Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts and Author of Getting Even: Why women still dont get paid like men - and what to do about it); " M. Ellen Carpenter (Founding Partner at Roach & Carpenter and a former BBA President); " Beth I. Z. Boland (Partner at Bingham McCutchen and named one of the top 50 Massachusetts women lawyers by Boston magazine); and " Kathleen L. McGinn (Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration Professor and author of Claiming Authority: Women's negotiations on the path to leadership positions.) Betsey Munnell (Partner at Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge, LLP and recognized as a 'Massachusetts Super Lawyer' by Law and Politics magazine) will moderate. These well-known female authors and attorneys will discuss how to advocate and negotiate for yourself in areas ranging from case assignments to pay raises to work/life balance. Everyone is welcome to attend, especially men! It's being held on September 28, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. at Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge, LLP. A networking reception with refreshments will follow. This program is available primarily due to the generous sponsorship of Mintz Levin and Edwards Angell Palmer and Dodge, LLP. The cost to attend is $20 for WBA members, $30 for nonmembers and $10 for law students. RSVP by contacting Korri Piper at programs@womensbar.org or call 617.973.6666. 
 
 
Employment Opportunities
 
For information on how to apply to the jobs listed below, please log onto our online job posting system, Simplicity (https://law-bu-csm.symplicity.com/students/index.php?au=&ck=).  If you do not have a username and password for Simplicity, please request one from the CDO front desk at lawcdo@bu.edu.  Positions listed include:    
 
Tax/Elder Law Associate Attorney, Salter McGowan Sylvia & Leonard, Inc.  The Providence, RI law firm of Salter, McGowan, Sylvia & Leonard, Inc. seeks a tax/elder law attorney with 1 to 3 years of experience to concentrate primarily in the areas of income tax planning, estate planning, and elder law matters.  An LL.M. in Taxation is required.  Admission to the Rhode Island and/or Massachusetts bar is also a prerequisite.  
 
Probate and Estate Associate, Dunning & Kirrane, LLP.  The Cape Cod law firm of Dunning & Kirrane, LLP seeks an associate attorney with an interest in both probate and family law and estate law and estate taxes.  Experience in these areas of the law is desirable.  Local community contacts a plus.  This requires the handling of the firm’s clients with needs in these areas as well as the development of own clientele.  
 
Staff Attorney, Office of Special Masters, U.S. Court of Federal Claims.  Approximately 75% of all cases before the U.S. Court of Federal Claims involve tax issues.  Special masters decide cases filed under a federal compensation program established by the National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act, 42 U.S.C. § 300 aa-1 et seq.  The staff attorney will work primarily for the Chief Special Master, but will assist the other Special Masters as necessary.  The staff attorney will handle case-specific work, conduct research, and draft orders and opinions.  In addition, the staff attorney will support the Chief Special Master on a variety of administrative tasks such as drafting speeches and acting as a liaison to the Bar and Congress.  
 
 
Competitions
 
American Bar Association Section of Taxation Young Lawyers Forum presents its 6th Annual Law Student Tax Challenge.  The Law Student Tax Challenge asks two-person teams of students (either part-time or full-time LL.M. students) to solve a complex business problem that might arise in everyday tax practice.  The top teams selected by a panel of judges have the opportunity to present their solutions to some of the top tax practitioners in the country.  Teams are initially evaluated on two criteria: a memorandum to a senior partner and a letter to the client explaining the result.  Based on this written work product, six teams from the J.D. division and four teams from the LL.M. division will receive a free trip to the Section’s 2007 Midyear Meeting, January 18-20, 2007 at the Westin Diplomat Resort and Spa in Hollywood, FL.  The prestigious competition provides a unique learning – and networking – experience to law students who are interested in a career in the field of taxation.  The Tax Challenge problem is now available on the Tax Section website at www.abanet.org/tax/lstc/home.html.  Additional information about the competition is available at the GTP office.  Submissions are due by Thursday, November 16, 2006.  For more information and to review the competition schedule, visit the Tax Section website at www.abanet.org/tax/lstc/.  If you are interested in participating the Challenge, but do not have a partner, please contact us at gradtax@bu.edu.  We will match you with another student who wants to participate but doesn’t have a partner.
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