
 
Immigration Rights and Responsibilities 

of Students in J-1 “Exchange Visitor” Status 
 

 
This handout is designed specifically for students in J-1 Exchange Visitor status sponsored by Boston University. The 
information is intended to provide a basic understanding of some of the most important obligations you have as a J-1 exchange 
visitor in the United States (U.S.) in relation to regulations of the U.S. Department of State (DOS) and U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). The ISSO will provide additional information, counseling and assistance to help you maintain your 
lawful immigration status and achieve your educational goals while at Boston University. As regulations and procedures do 
change from time to time, we recommend that you contact us and refer to the ISSO website at www.bu.edu/isso any time you 
have questions related to your J-1 program at BU.

 
1. J-1 EXCHANGE VISITOR PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

The J-1 Exchange Visitor Program in the U.S. is administered 
by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs under the 
U.S. Department of State (DOS). The program implements 
the Fulbright-Hays Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange 
Act of 1961, which promotes mutual understanding between 
the peoples of the United States and other countries by 
means of educational and cultural exchange. The Exchange 
Visitor Program provides eligible foreign nationals with 
opportunities to participate in exchange programs in the U.S. 
and then return home to share their experiences.  

 Exchange Visitor Program Administration Contact: 

Exchange Visitor Program 
U.S. Department of State – Office of Designation – 

Academic and Government Programs Division 
ECA/EC/D/AG, SA-44, Suite 664, 301 4th Street, SW, 

Washington, DC 20547 
Tel: 1.866.283.9090  ♦  www.J1Visa.state.gov  

Public J-1 Questions: jvisas@state.g

2. IMMIGRATION ACRONYMS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

ISSO  Boston University International Students & Scholars Office  

SEVIS  Student and Exchange Visitor Information System – a DHS database used by schools to issue immigration 
documents and monitor F-1 and J-1 students, exchange visitors and their F-2 and J-2 dependents in the US 

DOS  U.S. Department of State – an agency of the U.S. government that oversees U.S. embassies and consulates 
abroad and adjudicates applications for visas to the U.S. The DOS administers the J-1 Exchange Visitor Program. 

DHS  U.S. Department of Homeland Security –- an agency of the U.S. government that houses, among other entities, 
the three immigration-related departments: 

USCIS U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Approves immigration benefits, including employment 
authorization 

ICE Immigration and Customs Enforcement Oversees SEVIS and is charged with enforcement of immigration-
related infractions 

CBP Customs and Border Protection Operates U.S. ports of entry and departure 
 

3. INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS & SCHOLARS OFFICE 

The International Students & Scholars Office (ISSO) provides professional expertise on immigration and employment, and 
helps ensure student, scholar, and institutional compliance with federal regulations. ISSO staff members are available to 
guide students and scholars through the often complicated requirements for foreign nationals studying and working in the 
United States. We strongly advise you to contact us any time you have a question pertaining to your J-1 immigration status, 
your BU program or if you intend to travel and reenter the U.S.  
 
Advisors at the ISSO are approved by U.S. Department of State (DOS) as the Responsible Officer (RO) or Alternate Responsible 
Officers (AROs) for our J-1 Exchange Visitor Program. Although we have extensive expertise in J-1 exchange program 
regulations and case advising, we do not serve as immigration attorneys. If you are facing a complex J-1 legal matter, or a 
matter outside of J-1 exchange visitor status, ISSO staff may refer you to well-respected immigration attorneys or criminal 
attorneys to provide more comprehensive legal advising and represent you in legal filings and case processing.  

 
 

International Students & Scholars Office               888 Commo nwe a l th  Ave nue ,  Sec o nd F lo or                 Bo s ton ,  Mass ac hus e t ts             02215 
Te l e phone :   617 /353-3565                         i s so sc h@bu. e du                         www. bu.e du/ is so               Fa cs imi l e :   617 /358-1170 

http://www.bu.edu/isso
http://www.j1visa.state.gov/
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The ISSO reports directly to the Vice President and Associate Provost for Global Programs. BU Global Programs provides 
strategic support and operational oversight to the ISSO, as well as to BU Study Abroad, the Center for English Language and 
Orientation Programs (CELOP), and to other university initiatives abroad. See: http://www.bu.edu/globalprograms/  

4. J-1 PROGRAM TERMINOLOGY 

Program Sponsor:  DOS grants authority to certain approved institutions to serve as designated J-1 Program Sponsors, with 
permission to host exchange visitors participating in activities that foster mutual understanding and enhance international 
cooperation. Your program sponsor is the institution listed in item #2 of your Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor (J-1) 
Status (Form DS-2019). The program sponsor has legal authorization to grant you certain benefits, assist you in applying to 
the DOS or DHS for other benefits, and assist you in fulfilling your responsibilities.  

Note:  This handout is written with the assumption that Boston University is your program sponsor.  If Boston University is not 
your program sponsor and another agency or organization has issued your Form DS-2019, you should substitute the name of 
your program sponsor each time you read “ISSO” throughout this handout and should consult with your program sponsor to 
report your arrival, communication any changes and in order to take full advantage of your immigration status benefits. 

Category: The J-1 Exchange Visitor Program currently includes 13 different exchange program categories. Your J-1 program 
category appears in item #4 of your Form DS-2019 and should be marked as "student." 

Subject/Field Code (also known as Program Objective): The subject/field code, found in item #4 of the DS-2019, specifies the 
degree program and area in which you came to the U.S. to study. It is also known as your program objective because it 
indicates the primary purpose for which you came to the U.S. The activities you engage in while in this country must be 
directly related to your program objective. 

5. IMMIGRATION DOCUMENTS 

The following immigration documents must be kept valid throughout your program at BU:   

• Passport – (should be valid for a minimum of 6 months into the future) 
• Form DS-2019  - (Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor [J-1] Status)  
• U.S. Entry Stamp or Form I-94 Arrival/Departure Record - either document can serve as proof of U.S. admission as a J-1 

Exchange Visitor. You can obtain your I-94 arrival/departure information at www.cbp.gov/I94. 

In addition, the following document is required each time you wish to enter the United States after travel abroad:   

• J-1 visa (must be valid for entry to U.S. but can expire while you remain in the U.S.)  

Please keep your original documents in a safe place. If any of your documents are lost or stolen, you should take the steps to 
replace them as quickly as possible. Contact the ISSO if you have any questions about your immigration documents and/or 
how to replace them. Please bring all of these documents with you each time you visit the ISSO and be sure to send us copies 
of any replaced or renewed documents so that we can have the most up-to-date information in our records. 

6. SEVIS – ELECTRONIC REPORTING SYSTEM 

DHS and DOS utilize an electronic database and reporting system called the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System 
(SEVIS) to track international students and exchange visitors. All U.S. schools are required to use this system to report 
information on J-1 students and their J-2 dependents through secure, encrypted internet transmissions.  

Boston University reports to the government only the information required by federal law. This includes all the information 
on your Form DS-2019 and information on "reportable events" that affect your immigrant status.  

  

http://www.bu.edu/globalprograms/
http://www.cbp.gov/I94


These reportable events include but are not limited to:  

• Timely arrival in the U.S. to begin academic program 
• Physical or residential address in the U.S. 
• E-mail address 
• Telephone number 
• Primary site of activity 
• Leaves of absence, suspensions, and withdrawals 
• Completion or early termination of your studies 
• Change in funding 
• Approval of any authorized on-campus or off-campus employment 
• Program extensions or amendments 
• Transfer to a new program sponsor (school) 
• Violations of J-1 immigration status 

In addition, Boston University is required to report information related to any dependents in J-2 status: 

• Email address for each dependent 
• Departure from the U.S. of any J-1 dependent who leaves the U.S. permanently prior to the completion of the  

J-1 program of study. 

Your name in your academic record at Boston University must match your name as it appears on your passport and must 
adhere to SEVIS name standards as outlined on https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov.  

Since SEVIS is an electronic reporting system, it is important that your information on record at the ISSO and in the University 
Information System (UIS) remain up-to-date. The ISSO will report information about your status from the University's records 
to DHS through SEVIS. Failure to maintain accurate records with the University may result in technical violations of your 
status. 

 
7. OVERVIEW OF J-1 RESPONSIBILITIES 

To ensure that you maintain lawful immigration status, you must comply with the following: 

 Orientation & Check-In 
As a J-1 student, you are required to attend an orientation program provided by the ISSO at the start of your program of 
study. Additionally, you must complete an immigration check-in at the ISSO, providing your original immigration 
documents, in order for the ISSO to validate you SEVIS record.  

 Reporting Current Address, E-mail and Telephone Number 
When you arrive in the United States, and within 10 days of any change, J-1 regulations require that you inform the ISSO 
of your current address, e-mail and telephone number. You must do so by updating the Immigration-U.S. Address field 
online through the BU Student Link. The changes will then be reported electronically to DHS through SEVIS.  

The Immigration-U.S. Address will be used to report to DHS your physical residence only. Your physical residence is 
defined as where you live, not your school, lab, or a P.O. Box. You may report a separate mailing address for use by 
Boston University using the Local Address or Home Address fields in Student Link. You must also report any change to 
your J-2 dependent’s email or physical address. 

 Medical Insurance 
You are required to maintain health insurance which covers you (and your spouse and children if they are in the U.S. in  
J-2 status) for illnesses and accidents during the time you are at Boston University or under its J-1 program sponsorship. 
Coverage must meet both Department of State and Boston University requirements. The BU student medical insurance 
plan meets these requirements. 

  

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/
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 Registration, Attendance and Course of Study Requirements 
You must register for and complete a “full course of study”, defined as 12 credit hours, each fall and spring semester at 
Boston University. You do not have to enroll during the summer unless it is your first term of enrollment or if you are 
completing your program of study during the summer. 

Course Load: You must register for a full course load unless:  

• You have obtained advance approval by the ISSO staff for a reduction in course load because you need less than 
a full course load to complete your studies by the end of the current school semester. 

• You have obtained advance approval by the ISSO staff (recorded in SEVIS) for a reduction in course load due to a 
medical condition or academic difficulty. 

• You are authorized for and working on a period of "Academic Training" after completion of your program. 

Undergraduate Students: You must register for a minimum of 12 credit hours each fall and each spring semester. 

Graduate Students: You must register for a minimum of 12 credit hours each fall and each spring semester. An exception 
may be made for graduate students who qualify to be “certified full-time” by their academic department, including 
students who are receiving a graduate assistantship or teaching fellowship, or students at the thesis/dissertation stage of 
their degree. Failure to be certified full-time in a timely manner will jeopardize your immigration status.  

Non-Degree Students: If the "program objective" in item #4 of your Form DS-2019 is not an academic degree from 
Boston University, you must be engaged in a "prescribed course of study" as defined and approved by the ISSO. For most 
non-degree students at BU, a 12 credit registration minimum is required per semester. You are limited to a maximum of 
twenty-four months as a non-degree exchange visitor student.  

Interruption of Study: If you fail to register for or withdraw from a fall or spring semester, you are no longer maintaining 
lawful J-1 status and are not eligible to remain in the United States. Applying for and obtaining an official "leave of 
absence" from Boston University does not preserve your lawful J-1 status. Please contact the ISSO immediately if you 
believe you must interrupt your studies. The only interruptions permitted by the DOS regulations are leaves of absence 
due to a medical condition, when pre-approved by the ISSO. 

Course Registration:  

• AUDIT COURSES: Audit courses (“AU” grade) do not count toward your required 12 credit hours.  

• WITHDRAWAL or MISSING GRADE: If you withdraw from a course (“W” grade) or are given a missing grade 
(“MG”), you are not considered to have completed the course for the semester in question and this course will 
not be counted toward your required 12 credit registration. 

• INCOMPLETE GRADE: If you receive an incomplete grade (“I” grade), you are considered to have been 
successfully enrolled for that course for that semester and the incomplete grade will be counted towards your 
required registration. However, you must then complete all remaining requirements for the incomplete course 
in addition to enrolling full-time in a following semester.  

Holidays and Vacations: You may remain in the U.S. and will be considered to be maintaining J-1 status during holidays 
and vacation periods observed by Boston University, including summer, provided: 

• You are eligible and intend to continue your studies for the next school term, and 
• The end date in item #3 of your Form DS-2019 will not be reached before you resume your studies. 

 
 Transfer to Another School 

If you wish to cease enrollment at Boston University and transfer your program sponsorship to a different school, you 
must obtain ISSO permission and follow proper immigration transfer procedures before you begin your new program.  

 
 Failure to Comply with Responsibilities 

If you fail to comply with your responsibilities under DOS and DHS regulations, you may face severe penalties based on 
U.S. immigration regulations. You should work closely with ISSO staff to make certain that you comply with all J-1 
regulations. 

  



 
8. DEPENDENT FAMILY MEMBERS 

If you are married and/or have children, you may be eligible to have your spouse (husband or wife) and/or children, under 
the age of 21, visit you temporarily or join you for the duration of your period of study at BU. Dependent spouses and 
children who accompany or follow-to-join a J-1 student must each be issued an independent SEVIS Form DS-2019 in order to 
apply for a J-2 dependent visa.  

J-2 dependents are allowed to remain in the U.S. only as long as the J-1 student maintains legal J-1 status in the U.S. J-2 
dependents are permitted to study part-time or full-time, either as non-degree or as degree-seeking students, and are also 
permitted to apply for employment authorization. An ISSO advisor will be pleased to advise you on the application process 
for J-2 employment authorization.   

The ISSO is required to report the e-mail address of each of your dependents to SEVIS.  In addition, if your J-2 dependents will 
depart the U.S. prior to the end date listed on your Form DS-2019, you should notify the ISSO as we are required to report 
this information via SEVIS. 

 
9. CROSS-CULTURAL COMPONENT OF EXCHANGE 

Program sponsors are responsible for providing orientation programing and access to cross-cultural experiences that give 
participants the opportunity to learn about U.S. society and culture outside of their academic program.  Exchange visitors are 
also encouraged to participate in activities to share their own language, culture or history with Americans. 

From your arrival in Boston – a city of U.S. cultural and historical importance, and an academic, scientific and medical hub – 
you will receive broad exposure to U.S. culture, to the U.S. higher education experience, and to scientific and research 
collaborations. This exchange occurs organically in city and campus life and is enhanced by the extensive array of targeted 
university support services, activities and programs.  

Programing and support is offered through the ISSO as well as through departmental, school-specific, and university-wide 
programs and offices, including among others, Student Affairs, Office of Orientation, Residence Life, Student Activities, Marsh 
Chapel, Educational Resource Center, etc.  In addition, BU’s online Calendar of Events communicates campus-sponsored 
activities, lectures, seminars, sporting events, outings, community service opportunities. We encourage you to take 
advantage of all that the city of Boston, Boston University and the surrounding area have to offer. 

 
10. J-1 EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS 

You must have prior authorization from the ISSO in order to be lawfully employed in the U.S. Both on-campus and off-campus 
employment must be authorized in SEVIS as follows: 

On-Campus Employment: Matriculated, degree seeking students are eligible to begin work on-campus at Boston University 
after (a) your employment is approved by an ISSO advisor in SEVIS for up to one calendar year at a time; and if (b) you 
complete a Form I-9 (Certificate of Employment Eligibility) at the ISSO prior to or within three days of the start of your 
employment. Non-degree students are not eligible for on-campus employment. 

Once you have on-campus employment permission, you can work for up to 20 hours each week during fall and spring 
semesters, and more than 20 hours during BU holidays and vacation periods, including summer if you will return in the fall.   

Off-Campus Employment Due to Economic Necessity: You are eligible to apply to the ISSO for off-campus employment 
authorization if you suffer from an unforeseen economic hardship and have an urgent financial need to work. You may not be 
employed off campus without first obtaining written authorization from the ISSO.  

Academic Training Employment Authorization: Academic Training authorization is given for work which is directly related to 
your major field of study. It may occur either before or after completion of your studies, may be either part-time or full-time, 
may be performed anywhere in the U.S., and may be approved for a maximum of 18 months. (Postdoctoral students may 
have up to 36 months.) Before you can begin work, you must apply to and receive written permission from the ISSO. 

Dependent Employment: Dependents in J-2 status may apply to the USCIS for employment authorization. ISSO staff will offer 
information, guidance and assistance to dependents interested in applying for this benefit.  

Employment Rights of Temporary Workers: In order to better understand your rights and protections as a temporary worker 
in the U.S. additional information is available in several languages on the U.S Bureau of Consular Affairs website at:  
http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/general/rights-protections-temporary-workers.html. 

  

http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/general/rights-protections-temporary-workers.html
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11. TRAVEL 

We encourage you to contact the ISSO anytime you plan to travel outside of the U.S. so that we can provide you with up-to-
date travel advice and information and insure that you have the proper documentation to return to your program at BU.     

Travel Within the U.S.: You (and your J-2 dependent family members) may travel within the U.S. provided you maintain your 
lawful J status and have a valid passport and Form DS-2019 in your possession.  

Travel Outside the U.S.: You may leave the U.S. at any time. If you leave, you are permitted to return to the U.S. in J-1 status 
only if you have a valid passport, a valid J-1 visa stamp (except Canadian citizens) and a current Form DS-2019 that has been 
signed for travel by an authorized staff member at the ISSO. A travel signature is valid for one year or until the end date listed 
on your Form-DS-2019. 

If you travel to Canada, Mexico or certain islands near the U.S, you may be eligible to reenter the country even if the J-1 visa 
stamp in your passport has expired, provided your visit does not exceed 30 days. You should consult with the ISSO before 
making any trips outside the country.  

Travel Abroad After Completion of Studies: The date you officially complete your studies (see "Completion of Studies" 
section below) is very important to your ability to travel and re-enter the U.S. If you attempt to return to the U.S. using your 
current Form DS-2019, you may be denied the right to re-enter the country unless you have been authorized to engage in 
"Academic Training" employment. Upon your arrival back in the country, you must present to the CBP inspector a valid Form 
DS-2019 which has been (1) issued to you by the ISSO for the purpose of engaging in "Academic Training" and (2) endorsed 
for travel by the ISSO. We also recommend that you travel with an offer letter from your employer and the Academic Training 
authorization letter issued by the ISSO. 
 
Application for a New J-1 Visa During Travel: A valid J-1 visa is required for reentry to the U.S. (except for Canadian citizens). 
You are allowed to remain in the U.S. with an expired J-1 visa, provided that you continue to maintain your lawful status and 
your passport and Form DS-2019 are valid. However, it will be necessary to apply for a new visa during your next trip abroad.   

If you need to apply for a new visa during a trip abroad, please contact the ISSO so that we can review your documents and 
provide you with current information on visa processing.  Students from certain countries and in certain areas of 
specialization may be required to undergo an extensive security clearance prior to visa issuance, which can slow the process 
significantly.  

Please refer to the ISSO website at or the most current ISSO Travel Tips for information on recent travel and visa application 
changes. Upon re-entry to the U.S., we recommend that you review your I-94 arrival/departure record and entry stamp to 
ensure proper entry to the U.S.  If you are unsure as to whether or not you were properly admitted, please contact the ISSO 
immediately. 

If you travel to Canada, Mexico or certain islands near the U.S., you may be eligible to return to the U.S. even if your F-1 visa 
in your passport has expired, provided your visit does not exceed 30 days and you meet other eligibility for “automatic visa 
validation.” You should consult with ISSO about this provision prior to travel.  

Form I-515A issued at the Port of Entry upon entry to the U.S. – If a Customs and Border Protection Officer determines your 
documentation is incomplete when entering the U.S., you may be issued a Form I-515A and an I-94 card with a date-specific 
status end date. These documents will grant you temporary admission to the U.S. (generally for 30 days).  You must submit 
the required response and documents to the Form I-515A prior to the expiration date of your I-94 card to prove that you 
entered the U.S. lawfully.  If you receive a Form I-515A, you must contact the ISSO immediately to ensure that proper 
procedures are followed in a timely manner. Failure to submit the proper original documentation prior to the expiration date 
of your I-94 card will result in termination of both your F-1 student status and your SEVIS record. 
 

12. COMPLETION OF STUDIES 

Your Form DS-2019 is issued for the expected duration of your program of study. When you enter the U.S. you should receive 
a “J-1 D/S” notation on the U.S. entry stamp in your passport or on your I-94 electronic arrival record indicating that you have 
permission to remain in the U.S. for “duration of status.”  
 
The duration of your J-1 status ends as soon as your Form DS-2019 expires (the end date indicated on item #3 of your DS-
2019) or as soon as you complete your program of study, whichever is sooner, plus up to 30-days of a “grace period” for you 
to prepare to depart the U.S. or take legal action that will allow you to remain in the U.S.  
 
If you need more time than allowed by your Form DS-2019, you must contact the ISSO before the expiration date to request 
an extension of your Form DS-2019. Extension request applications are available on the ISSO website. 

http://www.bu.edu/isso/travel-visas/


 
Undergraduate Students and Graduate Students Who Are Not in Thesis or Dissertation Programs — Your date of 
completion will be the University’s official graduation date for the semester that you complete all program requirements, as 
follows: 
 
 Spring semester: Date of program completion will be the date of the May graduation ceremony 
 Summer term:* Date of program completion will be September 25th 
 Fall Semester: Date of program completion will be January 25th 
  
* J-1 students who do not intend to enroll for the fall semester, but who will complete their program of study during the 
summer, must be registered during the summer term in order to maintain their lawful student status.  

Graduate Students in Thesis or Dissertation Programs — Your official date of completion will be the day of the graduation 
ceremony of the semester in which you submit your thesis/dissertation.  You must be enrolled in that semester, as well.  
Please note that all students who will complete and submit their thesis/dissertation during the summer must be registered as 
continuing students during the summer semester to maintain lawful J-1 status. 
 
Non-Degree Students — Since non-degree students do not graduate from a program, the completion date specified on your  
DS-2019 is the last day of exams for the term in which you enroll in non-degree studies. 

 
All Undergraduate Students and Graduate Students –  
 
Prior to the expiration of your Form DS-2019, you must 

1. Apply, if eligible, for "Academic Training" employment authorization  
2. Apply, if eligible, to move from one program to another at Boston University or transfer to another institution  
3. If eligible, change to a different immigration status  

After completing your program of study, if you do not plan to remain in the United States by following one of the procedures 
above, you must depart the U.S. within 30 days of your DS-2019 program end date.  

Once you depart the U.S. after your completion date, your J-1 status and grace period end, and you can no longer enter the 
U.S. with the Form DS-2019 issued for the program you have just completed. The 30-day “grace period” is not available to 
students who do not complete their program of study (e.g. are suspended, withdrawn, or otherwise do not complete their 
program objective as stated on their Form DS-2019). 

13. TWO-YEAR HOME RESIDENCE REQUIRMENT – 212(e)   
 

The J-1 Exchange Visitor Program was established to promote mutual understanding and cultural and educational exchange, 
with the assumption that participants would return to their home countries and share knowledge gained during the program.  
In certain instances, visitors in J status are required to return and reside in their home country or country of legal permanent 
residence for two years before they may return to the U.S. in H, L, or K classification, or as a lawful permanent resident 
(“green card” holder). In addition, exchange visitors who are subject to this requirement are not eligible to apply for change 
to any non-immigrant classification from within the U.S.   
 
Exchange Visitors are subject to the two-year home residence requirement – also known as 212(e) – if: 
 

• They come to the United States to participate in medical residency under J-1 Alien Physical category OR  
• If they have received direct government funds for the purposes of international exchange OR   
• If, as a J-1 Exchange Visitor, they are acquiring a skill that is in critical demand in their home country, according to 

the U.S. government’s “Exchange Visitor Skills List.”    
 
A notation about whether you have been found subject to the two-year home residence requirement can be found on the 
bottom left side of your DS-2019 and in the notes section of your J visa. The requirement can affect exchange visitors in any J 
classification, including J-2 dependents.  
 
If you are subject to the two-year home residence requirement the ISSO advises you to factor this requirement into your 
long-term plans. The staff of the ISSO can provide you with more information about understanding this obligation.  
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14. WHEN TO CONTACT THE ISSO 
 

To ensure that you maintain lawful immigration status, you must contact the ISSO if any of the following events occurs: 
• If there is a change to your legal name, U.S. address, phone number, email, country of citizenship, immigration status, 

major, program of study, level of education, expected date of completion, your source of funding. 
• If there is a change to the biographical, immigration status, or contact information for your J-2 dependents. 
• If you or your J-2 depdendents intend to travel outside the U.S. and need a travel signature from an ISSO staff member 

on your DS-2019 or if you will apply for a new visa before re-entering the U.S. 
• Any time you or your J-2 dependents re-enter the U.S. if have questions about your U.S. entry stamp or the Form  

I-94 you were given. (Exchange visitors and dependents should be granted J-1 or J-2 status for “D/S” or “duration of 
status.”) 

• If you receive a Form I-515A temporary admission to the U.S. (usually for 30 days) due to incomplete documentation 
• If you lose any of your immigration documents, or if they are stolen. 
• If you have questions about meeting your 212(e) two-year home residence requirement  
• If you intend to study abroad, take a leave of absence, or transfer to another school. 
• If you need to additional time to complete your program, submit a complete DS-2019 extension request the ISSO before 

the Form DS-2019 expires.  
• If you are seeking ISSO authorization prior to dropping below full-time study or withdraw from Boston University (due to 

suspension or personal reasons). 
• If you are requesting employment authorization for either on- or off-campus employment, even if the employment is 

considered a requirement of your academic program 
• If you need to apply for a U.S. Social Security Number 
• If you want to have your dependent spouse and/or children join you in J-2 status. 
• If you expect to complete your J-1 Exchange Visitor program prior to the date listed on your current Form DS-2019 
• If any of your J-2 dependents depart the U.S. permanently prior to the end date listed on your current Form DS-2019 
• If you are facing charges for any felony or misdemeanor criminal act. 

 
15. CONSEQUENCES OF VIOLATING IMMIGRATION STATUS 
 

Immigration laws in the United States impose severe penalties if you fail to comply with your immigration responsibilities, or 
fail to obtain a required registration or employment permission in advance. Maintenance of accurate records at the ISSO and 
in the University Information System (UIS) is especially important since details of your status are reported automatically to 
DHS through SEVIS.  
 
Any violation of J-1 status, including termination of a SEVIS record, may result in accrual of unlawful presence time which may 
lead to removal from the U.S. (formerly “deportation”), to inadmissibility, or to a long-term bar from the US of up to 10 years.  
 
You should work closely with the ISSO staff to make certain that you comply with all J-1 regulations, and take immediate 
action to remedy any status violations as quickly as possible after they occur.  
 
In the event of a status violation, your ISSO advisor will discuss your legal options – including applying to USCIS for 
reinstatement or making a new entry to the U.S. to reestablish lawful status. The ISSO may also refer you to an immigration 
attorney for legal advice.  

 

As your J-1 Exchange Program sponsor, the ISSO advising staff is always pleased to provide you with additional 
information, advising and assistance regarding your immigration status so that you may achieve your academic and  

exchange goals while at Boston University.  
 

A list of International Student Advisors (all approved J-1 Alternate Responsible Officers) can be found at: 
http://www.bu.edu/isso/contact/student-advising/index.html 

 
We look forward to working with you during your time on campus!  

International Students & Scholars Office 
888 Commonwealth Avenue, Second Floor, Boston, MA  02215 

Tel: 617/353-3565    Fax:  617/358-1170   Email isso@bu.edu   Website www.bu.edu/isso 

http://www.bu.edu/isso/contact/student-advising/index.html
mailto:isso@bu.edu
file://AD.BU.EDU/DFS/ISSO/SHARED/Handouts,%20Forms,%20&%20Form%20Letters/Rights%20&%20Responsibilities/Scholars/www.bu.edu/isso

	Immigration Rights and Responsibilities
	of Students in J-1 “Exchange Visitor” Status

