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How	  to	  express	  the	  future	  

•  Shall	  /	  will	  
•  Be	  going	  to	  
•  Be	  to	  
•  Simple	  present	  
•  Present	  progressive	  
(Nehls	  1978)	  



Frequency	  of	  future	  construcLons	  



Some	  constraints	  

•  „shall“	  only	  with	  1st	  p	  sing	  >	  future,	  all	  other	  p	  
require	  „will“	  

•  The	  present	  forms	  require	  a	  future	  adverbial	  
•  Progressive	  usually	  incompaLble	  with	  
inanimate	  and	  non-‐agenLve	  verbs	  

•  „be	  to“	  is	  stylisLcally	  constrained	  
•  „Be	  going	  to“	  is	  more	  informal,	  „will“	  more	  
formal	  



ConstrucLon	  Grammar	  



ConstrucLon	  grammar	  

Taxonomy	  of	  construcLons	   	   	  	  
	  
	   	   	   	  Specific	   	   	   	  Abstract	  

Atomic 	   	  house 	   	   	  Adverb	  
Complex 	  dry	  run 	   	   	  Subject-‐Predicate	  



Context	  and	  PragmaLcs	  in	  CXG	  

•  “in	  the	  light	  of	  the	  pragmaLc	  context….”	  (Goldberg	  
2006)	  

•  “by	  construc(on	  I	  intend	  a	  convenLonal	  associaLon	  of	  
any	  or	  all	  of	  the	  following	  kinds	  of	  grammaLcal	  
informaLon:	  syntacLc,	  semanLc	  –	  including	  
‘pragmaLc’,	  lexical	  and	  phonological”	  (Kay	  2002:	  1).	  	  

•  “Another	  noLon	  rejected	  by	  ConstrucLon	  Grammar	  is	  
that	  of	  a	  strict	  division	  between	  semanLcs	  and	  
pragmaLcs.	  InformaLon	  about	  focused	  consLtuents,	  
topicality,	  and	  register	  is	  presented	  in	  construcLons	  
alongside	  semanLc	  informaLon”.	  (Goldberg	  1995:	  7).	  	  



Individual	  construcLons	  	  

WILL	  
•  Modal	  or	  future	  auxiliary?	  
•  Will	  versus	  shall	  and	  prescripLvism	  
	  



Will	  and	  Modality	  



Epistemic	  modality	  correlates	  with	  

•  Dummy	  Subject	  (there…)	  
•  progressive(will	  be	  having)	  
•  PerfecLve	  aspect	  (will	  have	  heard)	  
•  StaLve	  verb	  (will	  be,	  will	  have)	  
•  Passive	  (will	  be	  sung)	  
•  Quasi-‐Modal	  (will	  have	  to	  see)	  
(Coates	  1983:	  181)	  



Non-‐epistemic	  modality,	  voliLon	  



Will,	  Epistemic	  Modality,	  PredicLon	  



Will,	  epistemic,	  predictability	  



Individual	  ConstrucLons	  

GOING	  TO	  
-‐  RelaLvely	  few	  constraints	  	  
-‐  Going	  to	  >	  gonna	  



Individual	  ConstrucLons	  

PRAESENS	  PRO	  FUTURO	  
-‐  75%	  (Wekker	  1976:80)	  have	  a	  future	  Lme	  
adverbial	  

-‐  „Witness	  -‐	  please!	  ‚The	  Water	  Engine‘	  which	  
premieres	  on	  cable‘s	  TNT	  channel	  tonight	  at	  8....“	  

-‐  „A	  new	  study	  shows	  that	  only	  one	  in	  20	  women	  
undergoes	  an	  annual	  mammogram	  as	  
recommended	  by	  doctors.	  We	  look	  at	  that	  and	  
other	  health	  stories	  ....“	  



PPF-‐Constraints	  



The	  family	  of	  future	  construcLons	  



	  
	  
	  
	  

Thanks	  so	  much.	  


