Boston University

Application for Teachers of Research Methods
Overview of Application 

Faculty who teach courses where students conduct “research” activities for instructional purposes can obtain approval for all the instructional research activities (called Classroom Protocols) in their classes by submitting this Application.  In submitting the Application, the Faculty assures that he/she understands that only limited types of instructional research activities can be carried out and assures that he/she will not permit any research activities to be conducted as part of the class that fall outside those instructional purposes (i.e., no actual research will be conducted except with formal IRB approval). The Applications are reviewed and approved by the IRB Office .   

The Application must be submitted by the Faculty person teaching the course. In Section 1 of the Application, the Faculty member lists all courses he/she teaches in which instructional research activities are being conducted.  The Faculty person is identified as the PI in Section 2 of the Application. 
The Application is not to be used for instances where students are conducting true research activities with the intent of publishing the data, presenting the data at any scientific meetings, or generalizing the knowledge obtained during the “research” activities.  Approval of this Application covers only the Faculty person listed on the protocol as well as any non-faculty teaching assistants (including graduate students, fellows, etc.) who are teaching in any of the identified courses and are under the direct supervision of the Faculty PI.  Each individual Faculty member who teaches these types of courses must submit an Application (as PI) and obtain approval.   See the Application’s Appendix for examples of allowable classroom and activities and examples of activities that may not be permitted.
In order to obtain approval for a this type of instructional research activity the Faculty PI must:

a. Provide documentation that he/she and all non-faculty teaching assistants involved in the Faculty PI’s courses have successfully completed basic human subjects training.

b. Confirm that he/she and the non-faculty teaching assistants have reviewed the instructional research slides on the IRB website (called “Classroom Protocol”).

c. Complete, sign and submit the Application to IRB office. 

For questions regarding this Application please contact Debbie Perez in the Charles River IRB Office at 617-358-6115 or irb@bu.edu .

Boston University
Boston University

Instructional Research Application (Classroom Protocol)     
	IRB office use only

CLASSROOM PROTOCOL number

Submission date


Section 1 : Title

	Give this project a name starting with “Classroom protocol” and including the course ID number.  E.g.,  “Classroom Protocol  for General Psychology (CAS PS 101)”




Section 2:  Principal Investigator  / Faculty Member

	Name and title

	Department

	Email address

	Phone numbers/ /contact info 

	Address


Section 3 : Description of the student “research” activities (check all that apply)
	○surveys   ○interviews  ○ internet surveys  ○observation of public behavior

	○taste testing     ○other (specify)


Section 4 : Description of the students who will be conducting the student research activities

	○undergraduates  ○graduate students ○doctoral candidates 

○other (specify)


Section 5: Briefly describe the anticipated assignment for the students                                                 (be sure to specify if there will be use of video, photographs, etc. that would allow subjects to be identified)  (see Appendix for descriptions of permissible and non-permissible activities)
	


Section 6: Describe the provisions for educating students regarding the ethical conduct of research. List required readings, activities, or web-based tutorials or lectures that will be used.   

	


Section 7:  If students will serve as subjects will they receive class credit or other inducements for participation?  Will they be given an opportunity to opt out?  How will you prevent students from being coerced into participating as subjects?

	


PI must read the statements below carefully.  Signature indicates that you agree to follow these requirements 
A. I understand that approval of this Application applies only to me and to the non-faculty teaching assistants who are under my supervision as we teach the courses identified in Section 1 above.  Separate approval is required for other Faculty members who teach in these same courses.

B. This classroom protocol is being used solely for instructional purposes.  This project can be categorized as Not Human Subjects Research as it does not meet the federal definition of research  

a. No intent to publish any of the data collected 

b. No intent to present the data collected as an scientific meetings

c. No intent to generalize knowledge 

C. Graduate assistants, teaching assistants and fellows who are acting as supervisors in student classroom “research” are under my direct supervision and have received basic human subjects protection training.  I have documentation that they have completed that training.
D. If there are any changes to the information provided above, I will resubmit a revised Application to the Classroom Protocol Review Panel for re-review.
E. If any student in my class wishes to conduct research that does not match the criteria above, we will require that project to be approved by the IRB as a separate, individual project. 

○ I verify that I have read and agree to the statements above and I accept responsibility for overseeing the conduct of the student “research”

○ I verify that I have reviewed the power-point slides titled CLASSROOM RESEARCH posted on the IRB website www.bu.edu/irb 

○I verify that I will immediately report to the Classroom Protocol Review Panel any subject complaints, unanticipated problems or adverse events related to any of the student projects 

○ I verify that I will not initiate student “research” projects until I have received an approval notice from the Classroom Protocol Review Panel.
	Signature of PI                                                                                  date



	Printed name




Instructions for submission

Submit signed, scanned PDF versions of the Application to the IRB via email to irb@bu.edu
Unsigned Applications will be returned; No handwritten Applications accepted
Hard copies may be submitted to the Charles River IRB Office, 25 Buick Street, Boston MA 02215
Appendix:  Additional Instructions

Section 5 “Briefly describe the anticipated assignment for the students”:

Provide a brief description of the research-related activities your students will conduct, who will be the “subjects” for their research activities, and the purpose of the activities.  For example:

 “Each student will conduct a survey with three of their fellow students.  The survey will collect information about the “study subject’s” TV watching habits.  This will teach our students how to conduct a scientific survey and how to objectively obtain survey data.”

Be aware that certain activities are ordinarily not permitted as part of these class-required research activities.  These include activities that are greater than minimal risk to subjects. They cannot use drugs or experimental devices in the activities. Student questionnaires, surveys, and interviews should not involve any personal, sensitive, or incriminating topics or questions that could place subjects at risk (i.e. questions about illegal drug use, sexual activities, illegal behaviors, etc.).  Activities should not involve collection of any information from medical records or review of documents protected under HIPAA or FERPA. Your students are also not permitted to conduct actual research activities as part of a “classroom protocol” (i.e., collect data that will be used in someone’s research).
If your students will be using children (<18 years old) as their “subjects,” describe the research activities clearly and completely.  There are limitations on what types of research activities they can perform with children.  They can simply observe public behavior as long as your students do not participate in the activities they are observing.  And they can perform activities in established or commonly accepted educational settings, involving normal educational practices, such as (i) research on regular and special education instructional strategies, or (ii) research on the effectiveness of or the comparison among instructional techniques, curricula, or classroom management methods.
If you want your students to conduct any research activities listed above as not ordinarily permissible, the IRB reviewer will consider your request and decide whether your students can or cannot engage in the requested activities. 
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