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Sustainable Futures ?



§ Promotes district-wide, sustainable projects

§ Reduces emissions and resource use

§ Engages cross-disciplinary stakeholders

What is an EcoDistrict?



EcoDistricts strive to:

§ Foster sustainability initiatives
§ Implement district-wide collaborative efforts
§ Engage stakeholders to achieve complex projects
§ Conserve resources (energy & water)
§ Promote public health
§ Increase transportation mobility
§ Encourage equitable development
§ Reintegrate ecological systems

What is an EcoDistrict?

The creation of an EcoDistrict supports the continued growth of districts by developing strategies for 
sustainable growth that consider environmental impacts, quality of life, and economic vitality.



Year 1 Year 2 & 3

EcoDistrict Development Framework
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EcoDistrict Imperatives



What is an EcoDistrict?
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What is an EcoDistrict?



EcoDistrict Groundwork

The Process is Similar for New or Existing Neighborhoods

Realize Vision
§ Built vision & momentum

EcoDistricts ‘Incubator’ workshop
§ A team of 5 representatives attended in May 2013

Grow the stakeholder group
§ Recruited key decision makers to participate in the EcoDistrict 

development early on 

Initial organization funding 
§ Funding for a Project Manager

§ Funding for a consultant to complete a district energy assessment



Multiple Stakeholders



EcoDistrict’s Target Cities Program

Target Cities: A Clinton Global Initiative

§ National Pilot Program

§ 11 EcoDistrict projects across 9 North American Cities

§ Focused on peer learning & capacity building

§ Provides insights into complicated projects
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Diagram il lu strates overarching g o a ls of  
Kendall Square’s EcoDistrict.

_

Kendall Square’s EcoDistrict:





_

This d ia g ram illustrates current sustainability initiatives in a nd  
a ro und Cambridge a n d their relationship to the  EcoDistrict.

Local Initiatives & EcoDistrict Alignment



Completed Planned -2016

Potential ResiliencePartnership

Goal: To  initiate a conversationbetween

stakeholders, City representatives, and 

representatives of key  neighborhoods 

outside of the EcoDistrict about  how best 

to increase resilience in all of the  

neighborhoods and set collaborative goals 

for  resilience to bring to the City Climate 

Change Adaptationefforts.

• Engaged in preliminary discussions 

with City departments to identify 

impacted neighborhoods

• Created a framework for engagement  

around building resilience for the

EcoDistrict

• Recruit members and representatives

from communities to participate in the

resilience conversation

• Initiate communityconversations

• Bring conversation outcomes to the

wider Adaptation Planningprocess

_

An EcoDistrict & Resilience

Potential Actions:

§ Establish partnerships with surrounding 

neighborhoods

§ Promote shared community benefits

§ Identify and prioritize areas vulnerable to 

climate change



Thriving with Water
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