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Theresa Montini    Dr. Montini, a senior researcher at the American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics, joined the department 

in 2005 as an adjunct Professor of Sociology.  She holds a Ph.D. from the University of California–San 
Francisco, and has conducted public health research studies on such topics as neo-natal life support decisions, 
patient safety, nicotine dependence, alcoholism and substance abuse, and health care reform. 

 
Karen Lutfey        Dr. Lutfey is a research scientist at the New England Research Institute in Watertown, MA, which she joined 

this year after a professorship in sociology at the University of Minnesota.  Karen holds a Ph.D. in sociology 
from the University of Indiana, and will contribute to the department as an adjunct Professor of Sociology.  
Her research focuses on doctor-patient relationships and the ways that non-medical factors can influence the 
clinical decision making process. 
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SO 246 Sociology of Market Transitions This course, taught by Professor Alya Guseva, focuses on East-Central Europe, the 
former Soviet Union, and China in the context of post-communist economic and political reforms seen against a background of 
globalization.  Topics include: privatization, entrepreneurship, banking and corruption, and the effects on health care, education, 
social inequality, family and household dynamics. 
 
SO 333 Sociology of the Workplace An investigation of the social organization of work taught by Professor Emily Barman, 
topics in the course will include the history of industrial work, the presence of inequality at work, the impact of the work 
experience on individuals, and the effects of globalization and the “new economy”  on work, both in the United States and abroad. 
 
SO 438/GRS 838 Seminar on International Migration  This seminar is an assessment of the importance of international migration 
in the contemporary era of globalization.  Taught by Professor Nazli K ibr ia, the course will provide seniors and graduate students 
with an overview of the major concepts and perspectives that mark the study of international migration within sociology, ranging 
from theories of transnationalism to ongoing debates about the impact of migrant labor flows on sending societies.  The course 
includes several “case studies”  of specific trends, such as the experience of women migrant domestic workers as well as the rise 
of revivalist Islam among migrant Muslim youth in Western societies.     
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�  Professor Nazli K ibr ia received a grant from the Sesame Workshop in the amount of $110,000 to fund her project on 
education and children in Bangladesh.  

�  Professor Nancy Ammerman received a Templeton Foundation of $300,000 to study religious identities in 
contemporary America in collaboration with Emory University.   
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Sociologists confront the relevant issues that societies and states struggle with every day.  These include: immigration, race, and 
ethnic relations; law, crime, and urban communities; family and gender relations; work, organizations, and economic sociology; 
politics, development, and social change; religion and culture; medicine, science, and technology; and all manner of policy 
questions. 

The faculty members of the Sociology Department at Boston University are research experts committed to directing students 
at all levels of study to a broad knowledge of human relations and social systems.  Course work in sociology offers 
preparation in analysis and the extensive applications of sociological data.  As our graduates’  careers suggest, this discipline 
provides the tools for a variety of professional paths, including law, business, education, journalism, social work, medicine, 
criminal justice, and policy analysis. For more information on the programs in the Sociology Department, please see our web 
site at www.bu.edu/sociology.  
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�  Professor Dan Monti completes the second year of the Inner City Entrepreneurs initiative, in collaboration with 
colleagues at the BU School of Management, to support the development of small businesses in the city’s minority 
communities. 

�  Professor John Stone, together with Professors Julian Go and Nazli K ibr ia, former Ph.D. students, and current College 
of General Studies Professors Susan Lee and Polly Rizova are multiple contributors to the ten-volume Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Sociology (2006). 
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�  Nancy Ammerman, Pillars of Faith: American Congregations and their Partners (University of California Press, 
2005). 

�  Emily Barman, Contesting Communities: The Transformation of Workplace Charity (Stanford University Press, 2006). 

�  Jeff Coulter , co-author, Against Neurophilosophy: The Myth of the Mind/Brain Hybrid (Edwin Mellen International 
Press, 2006). 

�  Liah Greenfeld, Nationalism and the Mind: Essays on Modern Culture (Oxford, 2006).   

�  Stephen Kalberg, Max Weber Lesen (Transcript Verlag, 2006).   

�  Pat Rieker , co-author, Gender and Health: The Effects of Constrained Choice and Social Policies (Cambridge 
University Press, 2006).                                              
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�  Nancy Ammerman Religion, social movements, social 

change 

�  Emily Barman Organizations, religion, culture, theory, 
research methods 

�  Peter  Berger  Theory, social change, religion, 
globalization 

�  Walter  Connor  Russia and the former Soviet Union, 
politics, labor 

�  Jeff Coulter  Theory, deviance, sociology of mind, 
ethnomethodology 

�  Susan Eckstein Latin America, political sociology, 
social movements, gender, ethnicity 

�  Julian Go Comparative-historical sociology, cultural 
sociology, political sociology, race and ethnicity 

�  Liah Greenfeld Nationalism, political change in 
Russia, comparative-historical sociology 

�  Alya Guseva Economic sociology, medical sociology, 
research methods, theory 

�  Stephen Kalberg theory, comparative-historical 
sociology, political sociology 

�  Nazli K ibr ia Families, globalization and 
transnationalism, qualitative research methods 

�  Elizabeth Markson Gerontology, sociology of the 
family 

�  Daniel Monti Urban studies, youth gangs, race and 
ethnicity 

�  Patr icia Rieker  Epidemiology, medical sociology 

�  Laurel Smith-Doerr  Science and technology, gender, 
professions, organizations, research methods 

�  John Stone Racial and ethnic conflict, migration, 
nationalism, theory 

�  David Swar tz Education, culture, theory, research 
methods 

�  Merry White East Asian societies, culture 

�  Peter  Yeager  Law, crime and criminal justice, 
professional ethics, organizations 
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Department Chair John Stone jstone2@bu.edu 617-353-2591 

Department Administrator Katie McNamara       kmcnamar@bu.edu           617-353-2594 
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