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John Gerr ing  Professor Gerring’s teaching and research interests are in the areas of comparative politics, American 
politics, and methodology.  In 2005, he accepted invitations to present papers at seven conferences and 
invited lectures, from Phoenix, Arizona to Liege, Belgium.  He is a member of the advisor board to 
Polity IV Project; a member of the editorial board for the Journal of Politics; President-elect of 
Qualitative Methods (the organized section of the American Political Science Association); and the 
editor of Qualitative Methods: Newsletter of the American Political Science Association Organized 
Section on Qualitative Methods.  Additionally, he is the founder and previous director of the Boston 
Network on International Development (BNID), a non-profit organization promoting exchanges among 
members of the international development community in the greater Boston area; as well as the co-
founder of the Inter-University Coalition for a Humane Foreign Policy.  Professor Gerring is developing 
several exciting courses that integrate his research interests in the classroom, including PO 502: 
Political Analysis, a Primer; PO 521: Governance; and PO 523, Global Justice. 
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�  Walter  Clemens, “Negotiating to Control Weapons of Mass Destruction in North Korea,”  International Negotiation 
Journal, 10, 3 (2005). 

�  Walter  Connor , “Builder and Dstroyer: Gorbachev’s Soviet Revolutions, 1985-1991,”  DEMOKRATIZATSIYA (Special 
Issue: Perestroika in Perspective), 13, 2 (Spring) 173-191.     

�  I rene Gendzier , Richard Falk, Robert J. Lifton, Crimes of War.  (New York: The Nation Books, 2006)  

�  John Gerr ing, Case Study Research: Principles and Practices.  (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) 

�  Rober t Jackson, Classical and Modern Thought on International Relations: From Anarchy to Cosmopolis.  (New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2005, pp. xii, 209) 

�  David Mayers, Dissenting Voices in America’s Rise to Power.  (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007) 

�  Chr istine Rossell and Julia Kuder, “Meta-Murky: A Rebuttal to Recent Meta-Analyses of Bilingual Education.”   The 
Effectiveness of Bilingual School Programs for Immigrant Children, Sohn, Janina, ed. (Berlin: Social Science Research 
Center, 2005).  

�  James Schmidt, “ ‘Not These Sounds’ : Beethoven at Mauthausen,”  Philosophy and Literature 29 (2005). 
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Political scientists explore the concerns and issues that animate public life.  Using both humanistic and scientific approaches, 
we study how political communities attempt to reconcile the claims of justice, power, liberty, and authority.  Drawing on 
history, law, economics, psychology, sociology, and philosophy, political science is a broadly based social science that shares 
the traditional aims of liberal arts education while attempting to come to grips with the major public issues of our time. 

Upon graduation, Political Science majors qualify for careers in both the public and private sectors; in local, state, and federal 
government; and in business, education, journalism, international organizations, and practical politics.  They also pursue post-
graduate study in law and public administration, as well as graduate study in political science.  
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 PO 300: Special Topics in American Politics   Brand new in Fall 2006!  In this mid-level undergraduate course, students will 
have the opportunity to explore different cutting-edge topics in American politics each semester.  In Fall 2006, Professor 
Douglas Kr iner  will lead students in an exploration of The American Congress.   
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�  “Opportunities Lost or Sqaundered?”  by Professor David Scott Palmer, Boston University Department of International 
Relations and Department of Political Science.  

�  “Hail to the Chief? Congressional Constraints on Presidential War-Making, 1945-2005,”  by Professor Douglas Kriner, 
Boston University Department of Political Science. 

�  “Turbulent Years: Mao’s China and Sino-Soviet Relations in the 1960s,”  by Mingjiang Li, Boston University 
Department of Political Science. 

�  “Hegel, Toqueville, and Individualism,”  by Professor Dana Villa, University of Southern California.   

�  “On Globalization: An Anthropological Perspective,”  by Professor Marc Abeles, L’Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales.   

�  “Cheap Talk or Credible Signals: Negotiating a Single Pension in Europe,”  by Alexandra Hennessy, Boston University 
Department of Political Science.   
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�  Edouard Bustin Comparative politics, African 

studies, international relations 
�  Walter  Clemens International relations, Russian area 

studies  
�  Walter  D. Connor  Comparative politics, 

international relations, Soviet and post-Soviet politics 
�  Neta Crawford International relations, comparative 

politics, ethics, American foreign policy 
�  Joseph Fewsmith Comparative politics, Chinese 

domestic and international politics  
�  I rene Gendzier  Comparative politics, political 

development, international political economy, Middle 
Eastern studies  

�  John Gerr ing Political history, political parties, 
political culture, qualitative methodology, 
comparative politics 

�  Liah Greenfeld Nationalism, cultural foundations of 
modern politics, ethnic conflict, political 
sociology/economy 

�  Rober t Jackson Post-colonial African politics, 
doctrines and history of state sovereignty, 
international law 

�  Douglas Kr iner  American politics, congress, 
voting behaviors, use of force 

�  Cathie Jo Mar tin American politics, public 
policy, business and politics 

�  David Mayers International relations, 
diplomatic history, political biography   

�  David Scott Palmer  Comparative politics, 
international relations, Latin American studies  

�  Sofía Pérez Comparative politics, European 
studies, politics and business  

�  Chr istine Rossell Public policy and analysis, 
methodology, school desegregation, education 
policy, urban politics 

�  James Schmidt Political philosophy 
�  Mark Silverstein American politics, public law 
�  Judith Swanson Political philosophy  
�  Betty Zisk American politics, political 

communications, interest group behavior, 
political movements 
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Department Chair David Mayers dmayers@bu.edu 617-353-2540  
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