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The BU Philosophy Department has always bucked the trend in academic philosophy, resisting moves toward narrow specialization,
overly technical approaches, mere historical investigations, or insufficient broad-sweeping speculation about the human condition.
Our model remains Socratic: philosophy is about leading agood life, and in order to accomplish that aim, we must reflect, with all
the clarity and rigor at our disposal, on the deep and abiding issues of humankind. It is our conviction that philosophical reflectionis
best pursued through conversation, including with philosophers of the past.

The Philosophy Department is thriving. In 2004/2005, we had 233 majors and 38 minors, and each semester more than 1,500
undergraduates enroll in our courses. Teaching remains atop priority for the department, yet the number and quality of publications
produced by our faculty attest to our far-reaching scholarly interests. To learn more, visit the Philosophy Department’s Web site at
www.bu.edu/philo.

Spearheaded by alumnus Steven Karbank (CAS' 79), the Karbank Challenge is a matching-gifts drive to support the Philosophy
Department. In recognition of his BU experience, Karbank committed to match gifts of $100 or more, up to $100,000, to encourage other
alumni to support the department. Some $30,000 has been contributed in response.

A new position, the John N. Findlay Visiting Professorship, has been added to the department. Alan White, Mark Hopkins Professor of
Philosophy at Williams College, joined the department as Findlay Visiting Professor in the spring of 2005 as a specialist in Hegel,
Schelling, Nietzsche, and the intersection of “continental” and “analytic” philosophy.

The University made substantial new office space available to the department, and, after renovations, has significantly increased the space
available to graduate and undergraduate philosophy students. A new departmental seminar room and library has also been created, thanks
in part to gifts to the department made by alumni.

We are very pleased to announce the appointment of Walter Hopp as Assistant Professor of Philosophy. Professor Hopp recently received
his Ph.D. from the University of Southern California. His current research explores issues at the intersection of phenomenology,
epistemology, metaphysics, and the philosophy of mind. Heisworking on the nature of conceptual and nonconceptual content, Husserl’s
theory of knowledge, and the realism/antirealism controversy.

We are also very pleased to welcome Dr. Peter Bokulich, who isjoining the department as Assistant Professor and as Associate Director
of the Center for Philosophy and History of Science. Dr. Bokulich received his Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Notre Damein
2003, and for the past two years he has been a post-doctoral fellow at the Dibner Ingtitute at M.1.T. Dr. Bokulich’s research focuses on the
ontology of the material world. Heis particularly concerned with the metaphysics of causation and reduction (especially as applied to
debates over the mind-body problem) and with current attempts to extend the quantum concepts of complementarity and duality into the
realm of quantum gravity.

Professor Tian Y u Cao joined the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton for the academic year 2004/05. There, he worked on his
historical and conceptual study of quantum chromodynamics, an important component of the theoretical basis of modern physics, known as
“the standard model.” Professor Cao has a so been awarded a coveted Neugebauer Fellowship by the Neugebauer Committee of the School
of Historical Study at the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton.

Assistant Professor Alisa Bokulich received a generous grant from the National Science Foundation to hold a two-day colloguium bringing
together the world’ s leading philosophers and physicists working on the foundations of quantum information and entanglement.

Associate Professor Juliet Floyd was awarded three senior sabbatical research fellowshipsin 2003/2004: the American Philosophical
Society, the Stanford Humanities Center (declined), the American Academy in Berlin (on hold until 2007). On leave during 2003/2004,
she declined the Standford Fellowship to pursue research in Vienna, Austria, and Cambridge, England on a Fulbright Research Grant,
where she was studying the history of the Vienna Circle and also the work of Turing and Ramsey.

Professor Charles Griswold accepted a fellowship from the Stanford Humanities Center for the 2004/2005 academic year to write a book
tentatively entitled Philosophy and Its Discontents: On Reconciliation with Imperfection. He served as Professeur invité al®niversité de
Paris 1 at the Panthéon-Sorbonne in May 2004.



Assistant Professor Simon K eller was awarded a prestigious fellowship by the Center for Ethics and the Professions at Harvard University
for the academic year 2004/2005. Professor Keller studies and teaches moral and political philosophy and is working on a book about

ethical issues associated with love and friendship.

Sponsored by funds raised by the Karbank Challenge, the department inaugurated the annual Karbank Symposium on Environmental
Ethicsin 2004. Speakersincluded some of the leading philosophers and corporate thinkersin the field. Detailed information about the

symposium is available at www.bu.edu/philo/environ.

The Boston University Graduate Student Kant Conference provided aforum for graduate students to present and develop origina
research on any topic in Kant’s philosophy. BU Philosophy Professor Emeritus Henry E. Allison gave the keynote address, entitled “ Kant

and the Two Dogmas of Rationalism.”

The department sponsors the Friday Colloquium series highlighting distinguished scholars of philosophy from top universities, including
BU. For moreinformation, visit www.bu.edu/philo/events/friday/friday.html.

The Department of Philosophy will be hosting the 40" Annual North American Heidegger Confer ence on May 5-7, 2006. The North
American Heidegger Conference is a group of scholars who meet annually to share their research on Heidegger' s philosophy and to discuss
its significance in various contexts, historical and contemporary. Thisyear’s meeting marks the coincidence of several events worthy of
commemoration, among them: eighty years since the completion of Being and Time, forty years since the first meeting of the conference,

and thirty years since Heidegger’ s death.

Hugh Baxter Legal and social theory, constitutional law, tort law, law
of the democratic process, Habermas

Alisa Bokulich Philosophy and history of science, science, technology
and values

Klaus Brinkmann Ancient philosophy, German idealism, metaphysics,
ontology

Tian Yu Cao Philosophy and history of science, science and society,
epistemology, Marxism

Daniel Dahlstrom Phenomenology, German idealism, aesthetics
Edwin J. Delattr e Ethics, philosophy of education
James Devlin Ancient philosophy, process philosophy

Peter Diamandopoulos History of ancient philosophy, political
philosophy

Juliet Floyd Analytic philosophy, Wittgenstein, Kant, philosophy of
mathematics and logic

Aaron Garrett Early modern philosophy, medieval philosophy,
Aristotelianism

CharlesL. Griswold Ancient philosophy, social and political
philosophy, 18th-century philosophy

Jaakko Hintikka Philosophy of language, logic, science and
mathematics, epistemology, history of philosophy

Simon Keller Ethics, political philosophy, metaphysics

Victor Kestenbaum American philosophy, phenomenology,
philosophy of education

Manfred Kuehn Kant's philosophy within the context of the European
enlightenment

David L yons Philosophy of law, moral and poalitical philosophy

Krzysztof Michalski phenomenology, hermeneutics, continental
philosophy

Robert C. Neville Metaphysics, religion, philosophical theology, ethics,
political theory, American philosophy, modern and comparative
philosophy

David Roochnik Ancient philosophy, Greek literature, 19th-century
philosophy, rhetoric

Stanley Rosen Metaphysics, contemporary philosophy, social and
political thought

John Silber History of philosophy, philosophy of law, Kant, ethics

C. Allen Speight Hegel, philosophy of literature, ethics, Ancient
philosophy

Alfred |. Tauber Philosophy of biology and medicine, history of
science and of medicine

Steven Tigner Philosophy of education, history of philosophy, Kant,
ethics

Judson C. Webb Logic foundations of mathematics, philosophy of
mind

Elie Wiesel Philosophy and literature, Judaica

Kenneth P. Winkler Early modern philosophy, metaphysics and

epistemnology, logic, philosophy of religion, and environmental
philosophy
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