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The 35 members of the Department of History at Boston University comprise a group of professional historians and teachers
of history who are dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and the education of students. We believe that the study of the past
not only prepares students for understanding the present but also enables them to acquire valuable skills that are applicable to
many careers. The ability to criticize, organize, and synthesize extensive materials and to write with clarity and precision are
important qualities for success in a variety of jobs not directly related to history.

While this department has a national and international reputation in the field of historical scholarship, its faculty is equally
committed to teaching and addressing the academic concerns of students. For undergraduates the department offers a broad
range of courses and study options covering American, European, African, Far Eastern, Middle Eastern, and Latin American
history. Our graduate program is particularly strong in three areas: American, European, and African history. We invite you to
explore our web site to learn more, at www.bu.edu/history.

Under the leadership of Professors Bruce Schulman and Julian Zelizer, the department has founded the Boston University
Ingtitute for American Political History to focus on the study of an increasingly important field of history, America's political
past. The ingtitute has begun holding monthly seminars on topicsin political history and, asits first major initiative, in the
spring of 2006 hosted a major conference on political history sponsored jointly with Cambridge University in England. The
two institutions have established a relationship that will include an exchange program for graduate students and annual
conferences.

Two faculty members have won fellowshipsin the 2006/2007 academic year: Professor Julian Zelizer was named to a
fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation to support his research on “National Security Politics
from the Cold War to the War on Terrorism.” Harvard University’s Fairbank Center for East Asian Research has named
Professor Eugenio M enegon to an An Wang Post-Doctoral Fellowship.

Professors in the department have published internationally acclaimed books and articles and have been awarded the most
prestigious fellowships in the academic profession, including Guggenheim, Fulbright, and National Endowment for the
Humanities Fellowships. Many have lectured at international conferences, served as commentators on historical topicson
radio and television, and been elected to |eadership positions in their professional associations.

Three members of the department have been awarded Boston University’s Arthur G. B. Metcalf Award for Excellencein
Teaching, and two have received the Methodist Teacher/Scholar Award. History professors are active participantsin a
number of interdisciplinary programs throughout the College and Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, including the Core
Curriculum, the American and New England Studies Program, the African American Studies Program, the African Studies
Center, the International History Institute, and the Center for International Relations.

In September 2006, the department welcomed two new faculty members. Professor Brooke Blower (Ph.D., Princeton
University) specializesin modern American cultural history, and Professor Arianne Chernock (Ph.D., University of
California, Berkeley) teachesin the field of modern British history.

Professor Anna Geifman has recently authored La mort sera votre Dieu: Du nihilisme russe au terrorisme islamiste (Death
Shall Be Your God: From Russian Nihilismto Islamic Terrorism). The book examines the phenomenon of contemporary
terrorism in light of the nihilist movement in Russia between 1870 and 1914.

Professor James M cCann has won a Rockefeller Foundation grant for a project entitled “ Effects of Maize Cultivation on the
Transmission of Malaria.” He isinvestigating the relation between maize pollen and mosquito larvae in Ethiopia and thus
attempting to explain the history of malariain the area.



In his new book entitled The King's Three Faces: The Rise and Fall of Royal America, 1688-1776, Professor Brendan

M cConville offers a provocative reinterpretation of the first century of American history; he argues that colonial society
developed a political culture marked by strong attachment to Great Britain’s monarchs, an allegiance continuing almost until
the moment of independence.

CASHI 367 Americans in the World: United States History in Transnational Perspective Taught by Professor Brooke
Blower, this course examines how political, cultural, and social movements in the United States have connected with people
and developments around the world. Topics include views of American society by outside observers, Americans' activities
abroad, and their part in shaping global integration.

Betty S. Anderson History of the Middle East and North
Africa

Clifford R. Backman Mediterranean society in the late
Middle Ages

Allison Blakely Modern European and comparative
history

Brooke Blower Modern U.S. cultural history
Charles Capper U.S. intellectual and cultural history

Houchang E. Chehabi Middle East, especially Turko-
Persian countries

Arianne Chernock Modern British history

Charles Dellheim Modern European culture, Jewish
culture, modern Britain, business and culture

Barbara Diefendorf Early modern Europe, French
history: Renaissance to Revolution, Reformation

Louis Ferleger American economic history

David Fromkin International relations, U.S. and Middle
East

Anna Geifman Russian and Soviet history

ThomasF. Glick Medieval history, history of Spain,
history of science and technology

Marilyn Halter 20th-century American social and
cultural history, American studies, immigration, race and
ethnicity

Linda M. Heywood African history, especially the
African diaspora; African American history

James H. Johnson European intellectual and cultural
history

William R. Keylor 20th-century international relations,
U.S. diplomatic history, modern France

Richard A. Landes Medieval history, millennial studies

Igor Lukes Eastern European history

Herbert W. Mason, Jr. Islamic history, history of
the Middle Eat, history of Ireland

David Mayers U.S. diplomatic history and foreign
policy, international relations of Europe since 1870

James C. M cCann African history, environmental
history, agricultural history

Brendan M cConville U.S. colonial, revolutionary,
and early national history

Eugenio M enegon Chinese and world history
Cathal J. Nolan International history, American
diplomatic history, military history

Ronald K. Richardson History of racial thought
Jon H. Raberts U.S. intellectual history, Anglo-
American religion, history of science

Jeffrey W. Rubin Latin American history

James Schmidt European political and social
thought from the eighteenth century to the present
Bruce Schulman 20th-century U.S. history

Nina Silber 19th- and early-20th-century American
history

John Thornton African history, Atlantic history,
world history

Jon Westling Medieval European history, Western
civilization

Diana Wylie African history, South African history,
African studies

Jonathan Zatlin Modern European history,
particularly German history

Julian Zelizer 20th-century American political
history

dellheim@bu.edu 617-353-2550
jtdutton@bu.edu 617-353-2555
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