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Geography and Environment brings together the Earth’s physical and human dimensions in the integrated study of people,
places, and environments. Over the next several decades, geographical and environmental research will play an important
role in determining how society tackles the increasingly complex challenges that confront our planet. From global warming
to energy policy, the interface between human systems and the natural environment provides the focus of geographic research
in the 21% century.

At Boston University, faculty in the Department of Geography and Environment and its affiliated centers (including the
Center for Remote Sensing, the Center for Energy and Environmental Studies, and the Center for Transportation Studies) are
providing leadership in awide array of highly topical subject areas. Research and teaching in the department emphasize four
topics: (1) remote sensing and geospatial technologies; (2) energy and environmental systems; (3) hydrology, biophysical
ecology, and climate; and (4) economic geography and transportation studies. Each of these areas encompasses theoretical
and applied research topics that are of critical importance to society. Aswe look to the future, the Department of Geography
and Environment at Boston University is poised to provide aleadership role in tackling the very difficult environmental
questions that will confront society in the next several decades.

Professor 1an Sue Wing was awarded a 2005/2006 Repsol-Y PF Energy Fellowship at Harvard University. At Harvard's
Kennedy School of Government, lan is continuing research in areas of energy policy and economics, particularly in
relation to greenhouse gas emissions, caps, and trading.

Professor Joan Walker was awarded BU’s SPRING (Special Program for Research Initiation) Grant in 2006, for her
project, “Influence of Allocation of Food Resources on Nutritional Choice.” Joan examines geographical/environmental
dimensions of behavioral sciences, public health, and urban planning to develop models of nutritional choice.

Professor T. R. Lakshmannan was awarded the Honorary Degree, Doctor of Science by the Ohio State University.
According to aletter from the President of Ohio State, “the University Senate and Board of Trustees aspire to recognize
your distinguished career as an accomplished geographer and your extraordinary contributions to science.”

Professor Cutler Cleveland was the recipient of the 2006 Adelman/Frankel Award from the United States Association
for Energy Economicsin “recognition of (his) unique and innovative contributions to the field of energy economics.”

CAS GE110 Earth from Space, a new course introduced in 2006, uses remotely-sensed data—images of geophysical
measurements tracking the dynamic properties of the Earth’ s land surfaces, oceans, and atmosphere—as a mechanism to link
the broad-scale environmental science issues confronting society with the basic science principles of physics, geology,
biology, geography, and atmospheric science. Designed for non-majors, GE110 is taught by Professor Curtis Woodcock.

Kara Vaneck won the 2006 Ada Draper Award to conduct biogeography conservation research directed toward protecting a
severely endangered horse species from extinction, on the island of Corfu, Greece, in 2006/2007. Kara's award is based on
her term project in CAS GE303 Biogeography, in which she conducted the only known population viability analysis
specifically for the Skyrian Horse, a species of national importance in Greece. The Ada Draper Award is given annually to a
select number of outstanding graduating women for study or travel abroad after graduation. The trust fund that funds the
scholarship was left to Boston University in 1888 by Ada Draper, the daughter of a prominent Boston merchant who traveled
extensively in her lifetime and wanted to give other women the same opportunity.



The department continues to enhance and expand its out-of-the-classroom educational activities. 1n December 2005,
Professor Anthony Patt took a group of 13 undergraduate and graduate students from GE510, Physical Principles of the
Environment, to attend the 11" Confer ence to the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, held in Montreal. The students observed meetings where national delegations were negotiating atreaty to follow
the Kyoto Protocol. On October 14, 2005, Professor Nathan Phillips organized afield ecology resear ch workshop to
Harvard Forest, M assachusetts, which brought together 25 undergraduate and graduate students, as well as faculty from
the Department of Geography and Environment and the Biology Department.
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Bruce Anderson Physical climatology

William Anderson Economic and transportation
geography

Cutler Cleveland Ecological economics;
environmental science

Mark Friedl Micrometeorology; remote sensing
Sucharita Gopal Human behavioral geography; GIS
Syed Hasnath Political geography; urban planning
Robert Kaufmann Oil markets; climate change
T. R. Lakshmanan Regional development;
transportation geography

Ranga Myneni Terrestrial ecology; remote sensing
Nathan Phillips Plant ecology; global biology
Guido Salvucci Hydrology; remote sensing

Alan Strahler Remote sensing; biogeography;
climatology

Graham Walker Regional geography

Joan Walker Transportation geography; GIS

lan Sue Wing Environmental policy; climate change
assessment

CurtisWoodcock Remote sensing; biogeography
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