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The faculty of the Classical Studies Department at Boston University engages students with some of the most profound and
exciting thinkers and writers of the Western tradition. In their study of the founding cultures of the Western world, students
explore issues of enduring importance in ethics, politics, art, literature, and history. Concentrators can go on to pursue
graduate study in Greek and Latin or careers in secondary teaching, publishing, advertising, and public relations. Study of the
classics also provides an ideal foundation for law school or medical school, as well as for students interested in comparative
literature, archaeol ogy, linguistics, mythology and religion, philosophy, history, and a wide range of other humanistic
disciplines.

The Department of Classical Studies at Boston University offers B.A., B.A/IM.A., M.A., M.A.T., and Ph.D. degrees. Working
with 14 full-time faculty members, our students (19 Ph.D. students, 7 M.A.T. students, and approximately 105 undergraduate
concentrators) pursue degree programs including Classical Civilization, Classics and Religion, Classics and Philosophy, Latin,
and Ancient and Modern Greek. Students also benefit from related course offerings and programs in the Departments of
Archaeology, Art History, Philosophy, and Religion. Undergraduate Classical Studies majors and minors have the
opportunity to reside in the Classics House, a brownstone located at 176-178 Bay State Road. For concentration
requirements, refer to pages 111-118 of the BU Undergraduate Bulletin, or visit www.bu.edu/classics.

The Department of Classical Studiesis excited to hold another year of Latin and Greek scholarship competitions rewarding
outstanding high school seniors studying Latin and Greek.

The Study Group on Religion and Myth in the Ancient World continues for the 2006/2007 academic year. Funded by the Department
and the BU Humanities Foundation, the group meets about three times per semester to discuss religion and myth in the ancient world.
Copies of the work to be discussed are made available two weeks before the meeting. Meetings are open to all faculty and graduate
students and usually draw attendees from throughout New England. Of special note in 2005/2006 were Benjamin Foster from Y ale
University and Alice Slotsky from Brown University, speaking on the Akkadian creation myth Enuma elish.

The sixth annual Aristophanes Reading and Pizza Party, this year featuring The Frogs, took place in April 2006 under the inspired
direction of Stephanie Nelson.

The Department of Classical Studies and the Humanities Foundation of Boston University held the annual Boston Area Roman
Studies Conference (BARSC) last spring. BARSC was instituted in 1995 to promote the study of Latin literature and Roman culture,
to increase the visibility of these studiesin the New England scholarly community, and to provide a place for area Latinists and
Romanists to meet, socialize, and exchangeideas. Last year's spring conference featured Denis Feeney (Princeton University), Tony
Woodman (University of Virginia), and our own Ann Vasaly, speaking about Roman historians on Rome, to an audience of 75.

In the ancient tradition of rhapsodic competitions, the Undergraduate Classics Association hosted the second annual Agon in
November, 2005. Students competed by reciting memorized passagesin Greek or Latin, and cash prizes were awarded to the winners
(followed by pizzafor all).

In the fall of 2006, the Department of Classical Studies plansto host its second annual dinner to celebrate teachers of Latin,
mythology, and ancient Greek from local primary and secondary schools. The event honored these teachers' achievements as
educators, as well astheir tireless devotion to the teaching of antiquity.

Well known for its unusual number of outstanding undergraduate teachers, the Classical Studies Department boasts both awinner of the
Metcalf Cup and Prize, Boston University’s highest award for teaching (awarded in 2003 to Associate Professor Patricia Johnson) and
also the Metcalf Award for Excellencein Teaching (awarded in 1998 to Professor L oren J. Samons).



Frank Nisetich, “The Poems of Posidippus’ trandated with commentary in The New Posidippus: A Hellenistic Poetry Book (Oxford
University Press, 2005), 17-64.

Stephen Esposito, Sophocles’ Ajax: Translation and Interpretive Essay (Focus Publishing, forthcoming, 2006).
Patricia Johnson, Ovid Before Exile: Art and Punishment in the Metamor phoses (Wisconsin University Press, forthcoming, 2007).
Carl A. Ruck, Sacred Mushrooms of the Goddess and the Secrets of Eleusis (Ronin Publishing, 2006).

Zsuzsanna Varhelyi, co-editor, A Tall Order: Writing the Social History of the Ancient World: Essaysin Honor of William V. Harris
(Saur Verlag, Munich, 2005).

Ann Vasaly was Professor in Charge of the School of Classical Studies at the American Academy in Rome during the Spring of 2006.
Professor Vasaly has also won the Loeb Classical Library Foundation Fellowship for 2005/2006 for her project on the study of Livy’'s
early books.

Herbert Golder, as editor of Arion: A Journal of Humanities and the Classics, won the Scholarly Outreach Prize, presented at the
annual meeting of the American Philological Association in 2004. In her presidential letter, Professor Emerita Elaine Fantham of
Princeton University wrote, “Arion is the one journal | would most want to show friends outside the Classics to demonstrate our
exuberant variety of form and content, and its continued vitality is atribute to the energy and cultural range of Herb Golder and its
dynamic editorial board.” As editor of Arion, Professor Golder also won the Phoenix Award for Significant Editorial Achievement
from the Modern Language Association in 1992, and has worked closely with the film director Werner Herzog on The White Diamond
and The Wild Blue Yonder, both 2005 releases.

Wolfgang Haase directs the Ingtitute for the Classical Tradition and edits The International Journal of the Classical Tradition (1JCT),
the first and only journal dedicated to research on the reception of Greek and Roman antiquity. In thefall of 2006, he plansto bring
Aufstieg und Niedergang der romischen Welt (ANRW) [trand ation: Rise and Fall of the Roman World], one of the largest
encyclopedic works of classical scholarship, from Tubingen, Germany, to Boston University. Professor Haase also joins Arion: A
Journal of Humanities and the Classics, expanding our understanding of the vitality of classics within the Western imagination.

Patricia L arash won a Boston University Humanities Foundation Junior Fellowship for 2006/2007; she will be on leave in fall 2006.

Mark Alonge Greek religion and literature, lyric poetry,
classical archaeology

Donald Car ne-Ross emeritus Greek literature, especialy
poetry; comparative literature

Stephen Esposito Greek drama, literary criticism

Herbert Golder Greek drama, literary criticism, film studies
Wolfgang Haase Classical tradition, ancient history and
philosophy

Jeffrey Hender son Greek literature, especially drama;
palaeography and textual criticism

Patricia J. Johnson Latin literature, the Augustan age, gender
in antiquity

Patricia Larash Latin literature, ancient literacy, women and
gender in antiquity, literary theory, historical linguistics

Stephanie Nelson Greek and Latin poetry and philosophy,
classical tradition

Frank Nisetich visiting professor Greek literature, comparative
literature, trandlation

Carl A. P. Ruck Ethnobotany, mythology, religion, Greek
poetry and drama, language training

Loren J. Samons || Greek and Roman history and
historiography

Stephen Scully Greek and Roman epic, Greek drama,

classical and near-Eastern mythology

Michad Silk visiting professor Greek poetry and drama,
theory of literature, comparative literature

Zsuzsanna Varhelyi Greek and Roman history and
culture, ancient religion and philosophy

Ann Vasaly Latin literature, ancient rhetoric, Cicero,
Roman topography and socia history

James Wiseman Greek and Roman archaeol ogy

Department Chair Loren J. Samons ljs@bu.edu 617-353-4504
Director of Graduate Studies Patricia Johnson pjjclass@bu.edu 617-353-4464
Director of Undergraduate Studies Ann Vasaly vasaly@bu.edu 617-353-4471
M.A.T. Program Director Patricia L arash plarash@bu.edu 617-353-1765
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