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BU Global Music Festival to Receive $15,000 Grant from  

the National Endowment for the Arts 

 

BOSTON – National Endowment for the Arts Chairman Mary Anne Carter has approved more 

than $84 million in grants as part of the Arts Endowment’s second major funding announcement 

for fiscal year 2020. Included in this announcement is an Art Works award of $15,000 to Boston 

University via the BU Arts Initiative for the BU Global Music Festival. This is one of 1,015 

grants nationwide that the agency has approved in this category. 

 

“These awards demonstrate the resilience of the arts in America, showcasing not only the 

creativity of their arts projects but also the organizations’ agility in the face of a national health 

crisis,” said Carter. “We celebrate organizations like the BU Arts Initiative for providing 

opportunities for learning and engagement through the arts in these times.”  

 

“We are truly grateful for this support,” says Marié Abe, Associate Professor of Music and BU 

Global Music Festival Artistic Director, “especially at the time when learning to listen to 

disparate peoples with different histories is all the more important than ever. The award provides 

a vote of confidence that is an affirmation of our commitment to providing an opportunity for the 

public to foster compassionate and open ways of listening to other groups of people, within 

Boston University, Boston, the US, and beyond, through vibrant musical cultures across the 

world.” 

 

The BU Global Music Festival is an annual celebration of musical cultures around the world 

featuring high-caliber, international artists as well as vibrant local musical communities, bringing 

the wider musical world to the doorstep of thousands of students, adults, young people, and 

families throughout the Boston area. 

 

An expansion of the BU Global Music Concert Series, organized by the Department of 

Musicology and Ethnomusicology, the BU Global Music Festival, presented in collaboration 

with the BU Arts Initiative, showcases musicians and performing artists steeped in folkloric, 

vernacular, popular, and traditional musics around the world, providing the BU community and 

the public access to diverse musical practices. 

 

Accompanied by workshops, panel discussions, lectures, and other educational offerings, this 

festival will offer the audience intellectual insights and hands-on experiences in selected 

performing arts from various parts of the globe. 

 

http://www.bu.edu/gmf
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Through exploration of diverse musical cultures, BU Global Music Festival offers a chance for 

the audience to experience and understand human sameness and differences across cultures, and 

aspires to develop interest, respect, and engagement with our neighbors, near and far, through 

musical performance and education. 

The 2019 BU Global Music Festival, which drew 1,000 people from BU, Boston and beyond, 

was also recently recognized by Transglobal World Music Chart Festival Awards as one of the 

top ten festivals in the world, and the only US-based festival to be recognized in that list.  

“While the 2020 BU Global Music Festival has been postponed due to the pandemic,” notes Ty 

Furman, Managing Director of the BU Arts Initiative, “we are thrilled that the structure and 

timing of this award will provide support for the 2021 BU Global Music Festival.” 

For more information on this National Endowment for the Arts grant announcement, visit 

arts.gov/news. 

Founded in 1839, Boston University is an internationally recognized institution of higher 

education and research. With more than 33,000 students, it is the fourth-largest independent 

university in the United States. BU consists of 17 schools and colleges, along with a number of 

multi-disciplinary centers and institutes integral to the University’s research and teaching 

mission. In 2012, BU joined the Association of American Universities (AAU), a consortium of 

62 leading research universities in the United States and Canada. 

The Boston University Arts Initiative in the Office of the Provost was created in the fall of 2012 

with a mission to ensure that the arts are a vital component of the student experience at Boston 

University, and to build community awareness of and engagement in the arts at BU. Our 

programming reflects the interdisciplinary, global, and urban nature of Boston University and is 

primarily driven by faculty teaching and research interests. 

High resolution photos available upon request. 
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