


“I went to Moscow thinking, wow, 
this is the future. Then I lived there 
for 3 years, arguing with myself all 
the time: Why couldn’t I find a 
decent razor blade when this was a 
country that had sent rockets to the 
moon?”

“The Egyptian intellectuals who look 
to Russia are the types who love 
impossible love.”

- Interview, June 2012 Ice (2011, 
trans. 
2019)

Brezhnev and 
Sadat
Moscow, 1971

Sonallah Ibrahim (b. 1937) 



Adab

Hans Wehr Dictionary at http://ejtaal.net/aa

Robyn Creswell, introduction to That Smell, 2013

http://ejtaal.net/aa


ArchivesOctober 6, 
1973 
note from 
Sonallah 
Ibrahim 
reproduced in 
Mohamad 
Malas’ film 
diary (2003)

Letter from 
“Verochka,” 
model for the 
character of 
Zoya



Diploma for 1972-74 studies at VGIK; photos from joint graduation film with Mohamad Malas



Quiet irony



Heliopolis, 2014



Opening





Into the cold world



Group sex? Toilet paper?



Turning up the exoticism









End of Vysotsky’s Ballad for Serezha Fomin



and, then, therefore, so, but= ف 









Her father drank? had drunk? used to drink?



Discussion: https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/831118959

Questions later: mlitvin@bu.edu

Working group “Arab-Russian and Arab-Soviet Literary Ties”:
www.facebook.com/groups/244572505674949

https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/831118959
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