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This new ethnography lends a human face to the impact of threats to 
abortion funding and legal abortion. Just as these threats affected women 
and providers seeking and providing abortion in Catalunya, they also loom 

over the United States. Narratives from a region in Southern Europe 
where a grassroots movement led to the liberalization of abortion laws 
(quickly jeopardized by both a more conservative government and the 

global economic crisis) offer important lessons for how people respond to 
reproductive governance, and persevere to access publicly funded health 

care. The experiences recounted in the book, and at this reading, will 
reveal what can be done to safeguard reproductive justice and health, 

and  ensure access to abortion. 


