
WOLFGANG STREECK
HOW WILL CAPITALISM END?
REFLECTIONS ON A FAILING SYSTEM

Wolfgang Streeck argues that the world is about to change. The marriage between 
democracy and capitalism, ill-suited partners brought together in the shadow of 
World War Two, is coming to an end. The regulatory institutions that once restrained 
the financial sector’s excesses have collapsed and, after the final victory of capitalism 
at the end of the Cold War, there is no political agency capable of rolling back the 
liberalization of the markets. Ours has become a world defined by declining growth, 
oligarchic rule, a shrinking public sphere, institutional corruption and international 
anarchy, and no cure to these ills is at hand. 

Moderated by Cornel Ban, Assistant Professor of International Relations at BU’s 
Pardee School and author of Ruling Ideas: How Global Neoliberalism Goes Local.

Organized as part of EU Futures, a series of conversations exploring the emerging future in Europe. The EU 
Futures project is supported by a Getting to Know Europe Grant to BU’s Center for the Study of Europe and 
the Goethe-Institut Boston from the European Commission Delegation in Washington, DC.
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