STUDENT INTERNSHIPS IN PUBLISHING

IN THE BOSTON AREA
 

Payment for Internships: The internships available in the Boston area are generally paid internships. All provide mentors.

Academic Credit for Internships: You can receive credit for a publishing internship in Boston if you do the internship in a Directed Study course. Begin by locating a professor willing to work out a syllabus with you (one that would involve assigned readings related to your internship and a final paper.) Otherwise, CAS does not allow credit for internships except on the BU abroad programs.

What former English Majors say about finding an internship: English majors who have held internships give this advice: Call local publishers and get the name of the person to whom you should send a Resume. (List on your Resume at least one professor who would be willing to recommend you over the phone, and give the professor’s office number.) Send the Resume with a cover letter describing your interests to the contact person, then call a few days later to follow up. Interns are usually hired in both the early spring and late summer, but they can be hired at irregular times as well. 

Your job letter: Proofread your job letter and make sure that it expresses your skills and interests in a convincing way. Publishers in charge of assigning internships like to know what department or area of publishing interests you most. It goes without saying that the letter should be grammatically perfect. If you would like help writing a job letter or composing a Resume, go to Career Services at 19 Deerfield Street, located at Kenmore Square. You might also ask an English professor you have enjoyed studying with to proofread your letter. 

Other places to find out about internships at BU: Career Services at 19 Deerfield St, located at Kenmore Square, has a printout on how to search for internships in many areas. The printout can also guide you to useful references on internships at Mugar. The Editorial Institute on Bay State Rd. also keeps a list of editing internship opportunities.

 

A note about this list before you begin: Please note that contact names, numbers, and websites may have changed since this document was updated. We suggest that you google the name of the press before making contact to ascertain any new information about the procedure for applying for internships.
Internships in the Boston Area

 

Hachette Book Group’s Intern Program: Hachette Book Group seeks college students for summer internships in their Boston office. They write: "Interns will have the opportunity to work in conjunction with seasoned professionals in specific fields handling day-to-day responsibilities, helping with special projects, and attending departmental meetings. To enhance their work experience, interns will become familiar with all aspects of book publishing through educational sessions that feature speakers from all parts of the company. This is a paid internship. Students must also be able to make arrangements to live in the Boston area over the summer.  We do not have an official housing program. "  

Hachette Book Group is a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second largest publisher in the world. Hachette Book Group’s product lines include adult, illustrated, religious, children’s and audio books under the Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, Yen Press and Hachette Book Group Digital Media imprints.  Its bestselling authors include Ansel Adams, Marc Brown, David Baldacci, Michael Connelly, Nelson DeMille, Malcolm Gladwell, Robert Kiyosaki, Walter Mosley, Joyce Meyer, Stephenie Meyer, James Patterson, David Sedaris, Anita Shreve, Nicholas Sparks, Cecily von Ziegesar, and Paula White. HBG classics include: The Catcher in the Rye, The Bridges of Madison County, Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations, To Kill A Mockingbird, the Arthur children’s books, and works by photographer Ansel Adams. Hachette Book Group also sells and distributes books for other publishers and has a state of the art warehouse in Indiana and customer service operations in Boston. For more information, visit www.hachettebookgroup.com.
 

The website should tell you whom to contact regarding internships. It's possible they hire interns for the academic year as well. Check it out.
 

 
Houghton Mifflin, one of the largest publishers in the area, hires about 50 interns every summer in nearly all departments and divisions. They also offer some internships during the year. Check out the Houghton Mifflin website for interns:

http://www.hmco.com/company/careers/opp_for_students.html 

 

Insider Tips on interning at Houghton: A student who held an internship at Houghton writes: “Houghton’s internships were not entirely geared towards editorial work in the academic sense; they have divisions in internet marketing, copyright and permissions, media production, custom publication, editorial divisions (grouped into subject, e.g. French, ESL, biology), and editorial production. I think that many people were looking to edit text, but, as in any internship, there are small jobs to be done and errands to be run. For the most part I was happy with my internship, especially since they pay their interns. In terms of academic editing, however, it is difficult to incorporate that with Houghton’s agenda. If people are searching for experience in editing, the editorial production department would best suit their needs. I found that this department was very accommodating in teaching technical skills. The Houghton college division internship coordinator seems welcome to material complementing the cover letter and resume that would help them to place students in particular departments.” 

 

Another student intern writes: “I applied for an internship at Houghton Mifflin by sending a letter and resume to an address I had found on the company’s website. When I was asked to come in for an interview in the Dictionary Department I was not sure what to think. I accepted the job for the sake of getting experience, but expected the internship to be boring. I was really wrong. For two summers and a few semesters I have been an editorial and production assistant for The American Heritage Dictionary. I have taken part in selecting and researching art for books, made corrections and changes to the dictionary database, created an online concordance of all the novels published by the Trade and Reference Division, helped make a workbook to teach elementary school students how to use a dictionary, and done some light proofreading, among other tasks. Working in a small department with only sixteen other people, I have been a part of a variety of projects, an opportunity I would not have had in a larger division of the company….Houghton Mifflin offers roughly 50 or 60 internships per summer, plus numerous internships over the school year, in the Trade and Reference, Textbook, and School Divisions with opportunities in marketing, editing, production, manufacturing, and publicity. All positions are paid starting at $8. per hour.” (The student who wrote this went on to a fulltime position at Houghton Mifflin.)
 

The Boston Review, a national magazine of politics, culture, and the arts, offers year-round internships on a variety of editorial and promotional projects. The last time we looked, the deadline for spring internships was November 15, for summer term internships Feb. 15, and for fall internships June 15. The Boston Review asks for specific information in the application and will not accept incomplete applications, so get the particulars before writing by checking the website at www.bostonreview.net.
 

Beacon Press is one of the more literary presses in Boston. When an intern is needed by a department (namely editorial, publicity, or marketing) the individual who needs the intern or who will oversee the intern posts an ad on the Beacon website (www.beacon.org) under Jobs & Internships, at which time potential interns can submit applications. 

In addition to posting on the above website, Beacon Press generally posts on the Bookbuilders of Boston jobs & internships website. They tend to post openings in April or May for summer internships, August for fall internships, and December or January for spring internships (although that can change depending on their needs in any given semester). If there is no posting on the website for an internship, that means they are not currently looking for any interns. Potential interns should continue to check back.
 

Blackwell Publishing, Inc.  is an independently owned, international publisher of academic books and journals. Their North American office is located just north of Cambridge/ Boston and is easily accessible by the MBTA orange line. For information on internships, check their website: http://www.blackwellpublishing,com
 

 

South End Press is a small publishing company that specializes in political non-fiction of a progressive character. (South End has published the work of Noam Chomsky and Howard Zinn.) They employ a few interns (three in the summer of 2002) and do not pay them, although they do reimburse students for transportation. South End selects interns at the end of the summer, the end of the first semester, and the end of the second semester. The last time we checked our contact at South End Press was Loie Hayes, who could be reached by email at loiehayes@southendpress.org.  The press is located in Cambridge, just across the B.U. bridge.

 

A recent B.U. intern at South End Press writes: “My internship at South End was a really positive experience, though politics isn’t exactly my specialty. It’s a very small office (just 6 members) so I had the chance to work closely with everyone. It definitely wasn’t a paper-pushing internship. I assembled press packets, proofread manuscripts, fact-checked, and weeded through submissions. There were the requisite office tasks—answering the occasional phone, mailings, database upkeep, etc., but overall I felt like I gained a lot from the experience, especially since I was only there ten hours a week. Everyone was very friendly and the office has a great casual atmosphere. They were all obviously very committed to the work they were doing, which was nice to see. There were tedious moments as in all internships, but overall it’s a great place to get experience in a lot of aspects of the publishing business.” 

 

Addison-Wesley, Pearson Education Division employs interns from June 1 to August 9 in editorial, production, and marketing divisions. They employed about 20 interns in the summer of 2002 and provided mentors for them. Pearson used to distribute a lengthy flyer on internships and how to apply for them each season that it hires. Check the website at www.pearson.com
 

Bedford St. Martins has a website that announces internships. (www.bedfordstmartins.com). They recommend that you check the website and call. 

 

David Godine, a small and distinguished press, hires up to four interns in April for the summer and again in July for the fall. Call 617-451-9600.

 

Teen Voices Magazine is located in downtown Boston and publishes a magazine made up entirely of the work of teenagers. Check out their website at www.teenvoices.org . Call 1-888-882-8336.

 

The Salamander is a nonprofit literary organization that publishes a magazine twice a year. Affiliated with Suffolk University in Boston, it sometimes hires interns and is an interesting place to work. Google it...


The History Press has contacted us in the past with news of internships. They describe the press as "a small publisher of local and regional history books [that] brings a new way of thinking to history publishing by working with local historians capable of making their area of expertise understandable to a wider audience. We hope to play a part in the revival of interest in local and regional history and to form an integral part of a healthy history community. Located in historic downtown Salem, The History Press is seeking part-time interns.  We offer a wonderful opportunity to support commissioning editors as they acquire new titles and turn books over to production. Candidates should be able to work 15 hours a week. Specific hours can be negotiated, but must include at least 2 full days per week. As a commissioning intern, you will learn the book acquisitions process first-hand by assisting editors with brainstorming and researching book ideas, contacting potential authors, writing catalog and back cover copy, and reviewing incoming submissions. The internship also includes some clerical duties, database entry and maintenance, and typing." This internship is unpaid.

Qualifications: Candidates must have excellent written and oral communication skills, demonstrate a strong desire to work in the field of publishing, and must possess strong research and organizational ability. The ideal candidate will have superb editorial instincts and an interest, either personally or professionally, in history. 

Email saunders.robinson@historypress.net for information on how to apply.

Summer Term (May-August), Application Deadline April 1
Fall Term (September-December), Application Deadline August 1
Winter Term (January-April), Application Deadline November 1
 

English majors should also be aware of a literary magazine on campus, the Agni Review. Agni has made use of student volunteers in the past.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

