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The Student Elections Commission received the following appeal from Dexter McCoy at April 
12, 2013, regarding the complaint with reference number one: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

While we agree that Aditya did in fact post material on SoundCloud, we disagree that this should be 

considered "campaigning," and we respectfully ask that the SEC overturn its decision.  

 

According to EC 1.2.04: Campaigning will mean any intentional promotion of the campaign by any 

candidate and/or campaign staff member. 

 

Therefore, in order to for Aditya's actions to be considered campaigning, they must have been 

intentional. We assure you that they were not. 

 

This was the first time Aditya used SoundCloud, a website that, among other things, allows a user to 

upload audio files to share them with friends or embed them in websites. Conveniently, SoundCould 

offers a "Sign in with Facebook" option, in order for a user to more easily create an account with 

SoundCloud. Aditya selected this option and proceeded to upload a campaign song, so that at 

midnight he could release it as an embedded file on the campaign's website. 

 

However, as soon as Aditya uploaded the file to SoundCloud, it was somehow automatically shared 

with his friends via the Newsfeed. Aditya was completely unaware that SoundCloud automatically 

shared it on Facebook. Moreover, because of the interface between SoundCloud and Facebook, 

Aditya could not see the post on his own Timeline, and therefore could not delete it. As soon as he 

was made aware, he hurried to delete the song from SoundCloud, but in many people's timelines a 

broken link to the song was still displayed. Aditya even went as far as asking friends to mark the post 

as spam so that it would disappear. In total, Aditya was able to see that the song was only played 16 

times (and many of those times were by him!).  

 

Aditya's actions were completely unintentional. For this reason, we implore you to overturn your 

initial decision to charge us with 200 violation points. We strive to run a fair, respectful, rule-abiding 

campaign, and it is unfair for us to be penalized for a poor, unclear interface between Facebook and 

SoundCloud. We look forward to hearing back. Thank you. 



After consideration of the appeal, the SEC has issued the following ruling: 
 

 

Based on the evidence, the SEC finds with a 4-0 vote (2 abstentions) that the original ruling is 
still in effect.  After researching the process of publishing material on SoundCloud, SEC finds 
that the process of making materials public or private on SoundCoud is explicitly stated on 
the site.  Although Adtiya Rudra may have made material public on Facebook by mistake, 
material was still posted publically on SoundCloud before the campaign period which is in 
violation of 3.4.01-b.  Therefore, the SEC maintains its original ruling and the slate The BU 
Ignition has still been charged 200 violation points. 
 


