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Last Meeting- LSC Summer

Interactive
Different groups within EHS presented services to the labs
Fischer Sci: Gathering lists of PPE and other common items 
needed with in labs.
Answers to comments and suggestions from the previous 
meeting :www.bu.edu/ehs/lsc-toolkit
This Fall Session marks our 1st Year of LSC Program!
Welcome Sharon Rose!
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INSPECTIONS AND INCIDENTS
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Accidents/Incidents

8/27/2011- 11/08/2011
11/3/2011- Needle stick working with hazardous chemicals. 
Reported to ROHP. Safety glasses, gloves and lab coat worn, 
process to be reevaluated.
11/1/2011- Chemical eye splash- Chemical handling lead to a 
broken bottle, small splash to the eye in the lab. No safety 
glasses worn- reported to ROHP
10/31/2011 – Off hours call. Chemical was not placed in the 
flammable cabinet after use. It was placed on the floor near 
the fume hood and knocked over. This resulted in a response 
by the BFD and clean up by EHS on call personnel.  Root 
Causes- Improper chemical storage, not conscientious.  
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Incidents Continued

9/16/2011- Chemical Eye Splash- Normal procedures NOT 
wearing safety glasses, flushed with eye wash, and reported to 
ROHP
9/7/2011- Object in Eye- NO eye protection, working with 
hazardous materials. Eyes were rinsed and reported to ROHP
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Accident / Incident Prevention
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Examples of a  Near Miss

Examples 
Small spill of non-hazardous chemicals
spike on gas detection equipment that does not trigger an alarm
Slip or trip that does not result in an injury
A small spill of biological material that is confined within BSC

Items to Consider
How the near miss was resolved or solutions
Provides assistance to EHS when looking at laboratory trends 
and areas for improvement with training.
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Inspection Findings
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Campus Total Inspections Total Findings Total Findings/
Total Inspections

BUMC 176 639 3.63
CRC 144 406 2.82
Total 320 1045 3.27

Overall 1045 4034 3.86



Inspection Findings – Common Themes
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BUMC CRC Both Campuses

Training records not current 24% 31% 28%

Waste management 19% 16% 18%

Chemicals stored improperly 27% 14% 21%

Emergency Eye Wash 17% 10% 14%



Inspection Trends
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Inspection Trends - CRC
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Inspection Trends - BUMC
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GETTING ON TRACK USING 
THE LSC-TOOLKIT

Laboratory Safety Coordinator Fall 2011

13

11/22/2011



Welcome Page/Navigation
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Using the Tool Kit to Help Your Lab!

Chemical segregation and waste management hand outs were 
provided at the previous meeting for more information please visit 
www.bu.edu/ehs-lsc-toolkitarchive

Hint- Post inventory on or near the storage areas, if a chemical is added make sure 
its on the inventory prior, if not add to RIMS and then ensure proper storage
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Archive Pages and Links
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Lab Training Resources
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Available Handouts!
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New Lab Personnel Page LSC-toolkit
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New Lab Personnel- Getting Started
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Importance of Tracking Personnel

Personnel can be added/changed only through your Principal 
Investigators account information in RIMS
Keeping personnel up to date can affect our lab reports for 
training records. 
Not tracking can delay IBC protocols if people are not listed, or 
not listed as trained (because they are no longer active)  
Please adjust personnel list before directing lab members  to 
trainings or continuing with refresher trainings. ( New personnel 
Checklist available on www.bu.edu/ehs/lsc-toolkit/new-lab-
personnel )
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Tracking Personnel in the Lab

Why is this important to EHS?
Injuries in the lab off hours 

We can look up the personnel (faster response 
to an emergency)
What personnel work with or what lab activities 

Saves time when checking training records
Higher accuracy of training records and for specific 
tasks – Chem/Bio/Rad/Laser/Animal/ etc.
Saves you redundant emails each quarter for 
rosters.
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TRAINING…GETTING STARTED
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RIMS and Training Information

www.bu.edu/rims Research Information Management 
System
When you log in you will see two names:

Your name- Researcher, John/ Jane ( Training Profile )
Your P.I. name - Principal Investigator, John/Jane ( Lab profile)
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Proper Access for Your Task

Clicking on your Name-will provide access to your RIMS training 
profile 

All lab members  who intending on signing up for trainings on line will have to 
create an account, adding  them to RIMS early will assist with online access.

The PI Name - will allow you to update lab specific items such as 
personnel, chemical inventory and protocol submissions.

Allowed access ONLY if PI granted you secondary access
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From your training profile click on 
Take The Course
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Clicking on “ORC Laboratory Safety 
Training” will bring you to your homepage
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At first your only training option will be 
Universal Training 

Once you pass 
the Universal 
Quiz with 80 or 
Higher, come 
back to your 
homepage to see 
the other 
modules
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Universal Training and Modules

Universal Training is not the full training

To complete the training the following modules must be completed:

Chemical Safety –For laboratory work with Chemicals, additional 
hazardous waste information.
Biological Safety Levels 1 and 2 –Anyone working in a bio level 1 or 
2 lab
Blood Borne Pathogens- Anyone working in a lab using any human 
based material
PI Training- Principal Investigators
LSC Training- Lab Safety Coordinators. Use as a tool for transitions

Only when you’ve completed all needed modules will your lab safety training or 
refresher will be completed
The PI and LSC  should ensure Lab members take appropriate modules
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Module scores

Universal Safety Training: 157 Students -96%
Chemical Safety Training :71 Students- 90%
Biological Safety Training: 68 Students-95%
BloodBorne Pathogens Training: 41 Students- 97%
Lab Safety Coordinators: 22 – 35/40 or 87.5%

Laboratory Safety Coordinator Fall 2011

30

11/22/2011



Refresher Information 

Completing appropriate modules is the equivalent of 
the in person Lab Safety Training and the Annual 
Refresher.

In 2012 there will be a refresher module. Using this 
method for the first year ensures everyone starts 
with the same baseline training.

You must create a Training Profile in RIMS to use the 
online modules
It may take time for Distance Education to process 
your access to Blackboard Vista
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LSC Feedback and Providing Assistance 

This is still a new program so we are looking for 
feedback from those who have taken it.
It is suggested that you take the modules associated 
with your work so that you may assist others in the 
laboratory  and provide us with thoughts, suggestions, 
and comments
Upon completion of the training your annual lab safety 
training refresher requirements will have been met!
Comments can be filled out today, placed on the LSC 
tool kit, or comment on Vista
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FIRE AND GENERAL SAFETY 
INSPECTIONS
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Fire and General Safety Inspections

Quicklist items- Consistent through out all inspections, 
our best quantifiable means of determining our trends

Chemical storage- Flammable and corrosive cabinets/segregated and used
Proper waste determination/labeling/segregation/time
Ceiling tiles not damaged- keep heat from escaping past the sprinkler heads
Fire extinguishers- checked monthly/ unobstructed
Safety equipment- eye wash/safety showers/ sprinklers
Doors being kept shut- propped doors affect air balance and containment
Emergency action plans- posted on the walls outside of labs
36 inches of clearance through the lab
Electrical cords and equipment maintained- grounded, not frayed, UL listed.
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Fire and General Safety Inspections

18 inches of clearance below sprinkler heads
Extension Cords should not be used
Machine guarding- installations not removed or damaged
General House Keeping- debris, filings, sharps, tools placed away 
properly
Gas cylinders secured, labeled and capped
Keep electrical panels unobstructed.  

Provide enough space for the width of the panel and 36” access in front
For facilities related items:  

BUMC: 414-6666
CRC: 353-2105
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Identify Trouble Areas- Pre-Inspection
Engineering Controls- items that affect 
correct use

Fume hoods, Biological Safety Cabinets, snorkel-
hoods 
Appropriate for the work being conducted 
Free from clutter and improper storage.

We don’t expect you to change ceiling tiles 
or fix your fume hood if you experience low 
flow or sudden failure. We do expect you to 
contact us with these issues immediately. 
Do not wait until an inspection to bring 
these to the attention of EHS, facilities or 
other applicable party. 
Inform your DSA of concerns in your 
laboratory
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Identifying Trouble Areas- Pre-Inspection

Work Practice/Administrative Controls- Lab Dependent
Standard Operation Procedures for group areas posted (helpful hints from 
LSC-toolkit)

Writing out the procedure can ensure effective trainings with repeat 
quality and assurance that the steps are being followed

Document  lab specific training in your Laboratory Chemical/Biological safety 
log book

Personal protective equipment (PPE) Items to address to EHS
N95 in the lab without enrollment in the Respiratory Protection Program
Chemical gloves- worn out, not the right size, inappropriate for chemical work 

(compatibility), DSA can assist with glove compatibility charts
Not dressed properly for the lab work conducted in your area
Lab coats/ Eye-Face Protection proper for work?
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What's your Fire Safety I.Q.?

At your next group meeting or inspection…quiz your lab mates
What's your designated rally point for the lab?
Which is the closest stairwell? Do you know where both are located?
Where is the spill kit/Lab safety Center located?
Are their objects in the path of egress? Is their 36 inches of 
clearance through out the lab? ( Helpful hint a typical floor tile is 12in)
Suggest a group tour of lab safety items- Take a walk through the lab 
to refresh your laboratories memory of safety equipment
What do you do if there is a fire in the lab? 
What do you do when the fire alarm sounds in the lab?  
Get nominated! LSC-toolkit!
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PPE PROGRAM AND 
SELECTION GUIDE
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Personal Protective Equipment 
Program and Selection Guide

Purpose and function
Standardize PPE across Boston University Campuses
To ensure all laboratory personnel are wearing the correct 
PPE for task at hand
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Selection based on hazard class
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PPE Selection Guide
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Conclusion

While we are making progress with inspections, our top items include 
Training, Hazardous Waste Management and Chemicals Stored Properly
The LSC Tool kit is available for items such as posters, checklists and 
answers to your peers questions
Training is now available online, access is provided through RIMS and a 
training profile should be made for your new lab members.
Fire and General Safety Inspections are underway this quarter, for more 
information on content contact your D.S.A
Next meeting agenda will focus on Personal Protective Equipment in the 
Laboratory and near misses
Comments, questions or suggestions can be written on the LSC Tool kit 
or provided on the comment section of your hand out.
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